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Netherlands Pollutant Release & Transfer Register 

Since 1974
The national emissions to air, water and soil of 350 pollutants
Two datasets per year (t-2 in March, t-1 in July)
Formal approved by the partners: 

– Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL)  
– Statistics Netherlands (CBS) 
– Institute for Inland Water Management and Waste Water Treatment 
– the Netherlands Organisation for Applied Scientific Research (TNO). 

On behalf of three Ministries
– Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment (VROM)
– Transport, Public Works and Water Management (V&W)
– Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (LNV) 
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Tasks of the Netherlands Environmental 
Assessment Agency:

• Overall coordination of the process 
– (70 emission experts, 10 institutes)

• Infrastructure (websites, databases)
• Spatial allocation of the national emissions
• Report emissions to the Dutch government, EU  

UNFCCC (LCP, EPER/E-PRTR, NIR, IIR etc.)
– One exception: Cap & trade emission reports

• Report emissions to the public 
– www.prtr.nl
– www.emissieregistratie.nl
– emissieregistratie@mnp.nl
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Data in the PRTR

Emissions of 800 point sources 
(IPPC facilities, eAER’s)

1200 source categories with 
national totals and activity 
levels

Divided into 55 work packages 
(14  emission experts)

Diffuse 
sourcesCalculated 

individual 
sources

IPPC-facilities 
(eAER)
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Internal website

• Only accessible by ER-partners (extranet)
• Down- en Uploads by the Emission Experts

– Version control
– Only the expert can upload it’s work package
– Many automated checks during uploads 
– As many down- and uploads as wanted
– Automated logging of all uploads

• EmissionExplorer for overall checks
– After an upload every partner can check ‘the whole picture’
– To compare with previous datasets
– To analyses trends
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Public website

To inform the public about emission-sources  in their 
neighborhood (and, by doing that, increasing the 
involvement of the public in the validation of emission data)
– Bilingual
– Unique integration of point sources and diffuse emissions
– Integrated compartments (air, air IPCC, soil, water indirect 

(emission) and direct (load))
– Maps per emission source, 5*5 km grid, per community 

(municipalities), water catchment area etc.
– Emission Explorer light, only one dataset, no activity data
– Methodologies used
– Detailed exports
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Spatial allocation of diffuse emission

• National emission – E-PRTR facilities = diffuse emission
• Activity data for each emission source

– Point sources for SME 66,000 with NACE + number of 
employees

– Line sources (road, waterways) and use (car kilometre etc.)
– Area sources (land use maps 500*500 meter, water catchment

area etc)  and amount of crop, cow, sheep,type and amount of 
houses, population density

• GIS system to overlay the different spatial elements 
(which point sources  and which percentage of a road 
lays inside a province, 5*5 km2 grid cel etc.) 

• For each emission source 
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www.prtr.nl



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 16



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 17



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 18



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 19



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 20



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 21



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 22



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 23



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 24



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 25



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 26



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 27



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 28



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 29



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 30



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 31



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 32



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 33



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 34



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 35



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 36



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 37



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 38



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 39



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 40



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 41



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 42



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 43



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 44



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 45



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 46



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 47



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 48



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 49



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 50



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 51



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 52



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 53



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 54



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 55



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 56



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 57



Wim van der Maas: The Netherlands PRTR-System and Quality Control by the Public           June 5, 2008 58

QA/QC by the public

Webstatistics show:
• 1500 visitors per month
• 80% professional users
• 20% from abroad
• 150 requests for additional data
• 15 corrections last 12 months

To complex and to detailed for the general public
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Information pyramid for Environmental information
in the Netherlands (adaptation from World resource institute 1995)

Monitoring 
Statistics, surveys,

measurements, case studies

Registers and databases 
Pollutant Release and Transfer Register

www.prtr.nl

Indicators
www.environmentaldata.nl

Integrated environmental 
assessments 

Environmental Balance,
Environmental Outlook

Debate,
media, 
press

headings,
oneliners, images 

movies presentations

Policy makers

Main target group: 

Citizens

Policy makers 
and researchers

Researchers

Researchers and 
policy makers
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Planned improvements

Short term (2008)
• ‘deep links’ from prtr.nl (level 4) to higher level websites

– With policy goals, concentrations etc. of current source or pollutant
– With factsheets for each pollutant

• Better handling of selections without data 
• Extra top10 with the most relevant sources/facilities
• Reductions amount of emission sources from 1200 700
• Tool tips

Long term (2009)
• Alternative user interface tested now
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Questions?
Wim van der Maas

Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency
Wim.van.der.Maas@mnp.nl


