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Preliminary OC Blank Correction
(used in initial EPA data analyses, 2001)

• Derived from network 
average quartz filter field 
blanks to adjust annual 
averages

• Adjusted by 24-hr sampler 
volume
– MetOne (SASS): 9.6 m3

– Anderson (RASS): 10.4 m3

– R&P: 14.4 m3

– URG (MASS): 24 m3

– IMPROVE: 32.8 m3 
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OC values in 
initial analysis

0.56

0.93   
1.28 

1.4

Newest Blank Corrections Are Slightly Different

Reference: Analysis of Speciation 
Network Carbon Blank Data 
DRAFT REPORT, Flanagan et al
RTI International August 30, 2002

Newest Blank Corrections
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For this analysis
Newest estimates

Ann Avg Measured 
urban OC = ~ 6-8 ug/m3 
(Eastern US, STN)



OC wo Blank adjustment

y = 0.26x + 0.92
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OC w Blank Adjustment has smaller intercept

y = 0.23x + 0.12
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Evaluation of OC blank correction for 12-month averages 
using measured OC vs PM2.5 mass


