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 Later 
• Demonstration of 

AirNow-Tech 
• Group Exercises 
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• Roots of AirNow started in 
northeastern U.S. 
– 1995 – American Lung Association of Maryland 

created a daily ozone map 
– 1997 – Consortium of northeastern states 

produced maps of ozone using the Pollutant 
Standard Index 

– 1998 – EPA began operating the hub portion of 
the system and called it AirNow 

– 1998-2008 – Coverage expanded and timeliness 
of data and product delivery improved 

– 2009 – System architecture overhauled, including 
new mapping, data software, and website 

2000 

History of AirNow 
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2014 1997 

14 states in the 
northeastern U.S. in the 
first year 

50 U.S. states, Puerto Rico, 
10 Canadian provinces, 
three Mexican states, 
Shanghai, and Taiwan 

History of AirNow 
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• AirNow provides a common framework for acquiring 
and distributing air quality information that 
– Fosters community efforts among 275+ tribal, federal, 

state, and local air quality agencies 
– Collects, quality-assures, and transfers real-time and 

forecasted air quality information to the public 
– Communicates air quality via the Air Quality Index (AQI) 
– Issues weather/air quality news stories 
– Enables partnerships with national media 
– Provides air quality education and  

outreach 
• America’s “go to” resource for current  

and forecasted air quality information 

About AirNow 
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About AirNow 

AirNow PM2.5 Sites (1300+) AirNow Ozone Sites (1600+) 
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Protect public health and promote data exchange by 
providing 
• Technical support and guidance for stakeholders 
• High-quality products for health-based decision-making 
• Timely and reliable operations 
• Flexibility and innovation to meet stakeholders’ needs 
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AirNow Goals 
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Support the voluntary AirNow 
community of agencies by 
• Providing a central location for stakeholders to 

share data, forecasts, and expertise 
• Educating the media and public to promote 

appropriate use of AirNow/AQI information 

AirNow Goals 
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• 130+ agencies 
• 2000+ monitoring sites 
• 400+ forecast cities 
• 2000+ stakeholders  

and users 

The AirNow DMC 
• Produces AQI maps 

and files 
• Hosts the AirNow 

API developer tools 

AirNow Community 
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The EPA  
• Hosts AirNow.gov 
• Provides public 

educational and 
health messaging 

Data are supplied by agencies throughout North America, processed at the 
AirNow Data Management Center (DMC), and reported publicly in the AQI. 



AirNow Tools 
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AirNow-Tech 
www.AirNowTech.org 

• Decision support system for 
state, local, and federal 
agencies 

• Password-protected, 
customizable, web-based 
software 

• Contains a suite of tools to 
support analysis, forecasting, 
and building reports 
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http://www.airnowtech.org/


Contacts 
U.S. EPA 
– Phil Dickerson – dickerson.phil@epa.gov  
– John White – white.johne@epa.gov 
– Lew Weinstock – weinstock.lewis@epa.gov  
 
AirNow Data Management Center 
– AirNowInfo@sonomatech.com  
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