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Important statements concerning the recent AERMET and AERMOD (dated 13350) releases

Regional Office Dispersion Modeling Contacts and Federal Partner Agencies,

Several issues with the recent updates to AERMET and AERMOD (dated 13350) have been identified and are currently
being corrected. This includes errors in AERMET associated with the new options to substitute for missing cloud cover
(CCVR) data which may result in substituted cloud cover values greater than 10 for hour 24, with ‘NaN’ (not a number)
for some calculated variables. Issues with CCVR substitutions may also occur for applications using ONSITE
meteorological only, with net radiation or insolation (solar radiation) and delta-T data used with the Bulk Richardson
Number (BULKRN) option. In these cases AERMET calculates equivalent cloud cover values that are included in the
surface output file and no substitutions for missing values should be included. Based on comments received we are also
modifying AERMET to allow the user to disable substitutions for missing CCVR and/or TEMP data for hours 23 and 24
that are based on persistence. Additionally, the AERMOD update will address issues associated with the new ARM
(Ambient Ratio Method) option for NO2 modeling for annual averages.

We briefly discussed these issues during the AERMOD Modeling System Update Webinar on January 14™. 1t was our
desire then and continues to be our desire now to have a revised release of AERMET and AERMOD as quickly as
possible. To this end, we are targeting the first half of next week as likely point that we can the new releases posted on
SCRAM barring any additional issues being brought to our attention.

Please feel free to share this information with your respective State, local, and tribal air permitting agencies and
colleagues, as appropriate. Any questions or additional feedback can be direct back to Roger Brode and me.

Sincerely,
George

George M. Bridgers, CPM, Environmental Scientist
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