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The Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards has received requests from 
Regional Offices for guidance on approving State Implementation Plan (SIP) revisions 
resulting from newly-issued Control Techniques Guidelines (CTGs) documents. These 
CTGs provide recommendations to inform state determinations as to what constitutes 
reasonably available control technology (RACT). In some cases, the newly-issued CTGs 
contain recommended emission limits that are less stringent than limits recommended in 
older CTGs covering the same industry, and may be less stringent than limits already adopted 
into SIPs based on the older CTGs. This is the case for industries covered by CTGs 
pertaining to Large Appliance Coatings, Metal Furniture Coatings, and Miscellaneous Metal 
and Plastic Parts Coatings. 

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued new CTGs for these 
categories in 2007 and 2008, under authority of Clean Air Act (CAA) section 183(e), to 
address volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from categories of consumer and 
commercial products. They replace similar CTGs issued by EPA in 1977 and 1978. The 
new CTGs recommend more stringent limits for general use coatings, but also include new 
recommendations for several "specialty use" categories that are less stringent than the 
general use limits established in the 1970s guidelines. 

States are required to submit a SIP revision in response to any newly-issued CTGS.' 
If an existing SIP contains requirements that are not less stringent than the applicability 
thresholds and/or coating operations limits recommended in new CTGs, the state may choose 
to submit as a SIP revision a certification that the existing SIP meets RACT requirements. 

' CAA section 182(b)(2) requires Moderate and above ozone nonattainment areas to revise SIPs when a new 
CTG is issued by EPA after 1990. EPA is required to set a SIP submission deadline with the issuance of each 
CTG. For CTGs we have issued in the past several years, we have specified a submission deadline of one year 
after the CTG was issued (See 72 FR 57215 Oct 9,2007 and 73 FR 5848 Oct 7,2008). 

Internet Address (URL) . hHp://www.epa.gov 
RecycledlRacyclable .Pllnted wkh Vegetable 011 Based Inks on Reoyoled Paper (Mlnlmum 25% Postconsumer) 






