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MEMORANDUM 
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AIR QUALITY PLANNING 

AND STANDARDS 

SUBJECT: Maintenance Plan Guidance Document for Certain 8-hour Ozone Areas Under 
Section 1 10(a)(l) of Clean Air Act 

FROM: Lydia N. Wegman, Director 
Air Quality Strategies and St 

TO: Air Division Directors, Regions I-X 

SUMMARY 

The attached document provides guidance for States in preparing maintenance plans 
under section 1 1 O(a)(l) of the Clean Air Act (CAA) for areas required to do so under 40 CFR 
5 1.905(c) and (d). There are approximately 87 full or partial counties that are affected, listed in 
Table 2 of the attached document. 

BACKGROUND 

On April 3 0,2004 (69 FR 23 85 8), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
designated and classified areas for the 8-hour ground-level ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS). For most areas, these designations became effective June 15,2004. Also 
on April 30,2004, (69 FR 23951), EPA published the final phase 1 rule for implementation of 
the 8-hour ozone NAAQS. Section 5 1.905(c) and (d), established in that rulemaking, set forth 
requirements for anti-backsliding purposes for areas designated attainment for the 8-hour 
standard. These provisions require these areas to submit a 10-year maintenance plan under 
section llO(a)(l) of the CAA if they also were a nonattainment area, or an attainment1 
unclassifiable area with a section 175A maintenance plan, under the 1 -hour ozone standard. 

The purpose of this guidance is to address the maintenance requirements in Section 
110(a)(l) of the CAA for these areas. 

We appreciate Region IV's leadership and the participation of other Regional Offices in 
the development of this guidance. In addition, State and local air agencies have reviewed and 
commented on a prior draft. 
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