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This memorandum provides guidance to State and local air pollution control agencies and 
Tribes on the process for designating areas for the purpose of implementing the fine particle 
national ambient air quality standards. The EPA plans to issue final designations on 
December 15,2004. This memorandum describes the process for developing State and Tribal 
recommendations on designations and the time line for EPA action leading to the final 
designations. 

The EPA promulgated the air quality standards for fine particulate matter (known as 
PM2,5) on July 18, 1997 (62 Federal Register 38652). The standards were based on a number of 
health studies showing that increased exposure to PM2,, is correlated with increased mortality and 
a range of serious health effects, including aggravation of lung disease, asthma attacks, and heart 
problems. Estimates show that attainment of these standards would result in tens of thousands 
fewer premature deaths each year and would prevent tens of thousands of hospital admissions 
and millions of work absences and respiratory illnesses in children annually. The designation 
process for PM,,, that is outlined below is the next step toward developing and implementing 
emission control programs that will address this important public health problem. 

The first step in the designation process is the submittal of State and Tribal 
recommendations. The EPA requests that States and Tribes provide a list of recommended 
designations to EPA by February 15,2004. The EPA plans to announce its intended designations 
in July 2004 and will provide 120 days for States and Tribes to comment on any modifications 
that EPA makes to the recommended designations. We plan to publish final PM2.3 designations 
for all areas on December 15,2004. We also intend to propose and finalize its implementation 
rule for PM,,, early enough to be taken into consideration during the designation process. The 
EPA hopes that by following a designation schedule for PM,,, similar to that for the 8-hour ozone 
program, the States and Tribes will be able to harmonize area boundaries and future control 
strategies to the extent possible. 
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