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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27711

   DATE:   July 24, 1981

SUBJECT:   Tank Truck Certification Workshop Follow-up

   FROM:   Brock Nicholson, Chief
           Technical Guidance Section, CPOB (MD-15)

     TO:   Harley Laing, Chief
           Air Programs Branch, Region I

During the tank truck certification workshop conducted May 18, 1981 at
your Regional Office, several questions were posed that required further
inquiry before we could properly respond.  The questions were as follows.
 
Question No. 1:  What is the average life of a gasoline tank truck?

Response:  As cited by the Truck Trailer Manufacturer Association letter
of September 6, 1979 (as appended in EPA-450/2-79 004), the estimated average
life of a steel tank trailer is 17 years. The estimated average life of an
aluminum tank trailer is 12.3 years.

Question No. 2:  Will existing tank truck hardware (specifically dome lids)
meet a three-inch water pressure drop certification test?

Response:  After consulting both the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) and the Emission Standards and Engineering Division personnel, it is
our understanding that, in many cases, in California the typical newer
existing dome lids on gasoline tank trucks would not have to be replaced to 
meet a three-inch water pressure drop requirement; however, it was not felt
that such hardware would maintain leak-tightness with reasonable maintenance. 
Whereas, it has been demonstrated that the newest improved hardware can
maintain leak-tightness with reasonable maintenance.

Question No. 3:  Is hardware (dome lid assemblies) for a three-inch water
pressure drop test different from that required for a one-inch pressure drop
test?

Response:  CARB personnel have stated that generally different hardware,
such as "CB" brand or others of the newest designs, would be required for the
tank trucks to meet the one-inch pressure drop certification test.

Question No. 4:  What is the cost of "CB" dome assemblies or equivalent
hardware?



Response:  CARB personnel indicated that the basic cost for the dome
assemblies was $200 to $300 and, with installation, the total cost was
typically $500 to $1000 per compartment depending on what other corrective
repairs were necessary.  The cost of pressure vacuum valves is approximately
$30. 

Question No. 5:  Is it necessary to modify the tank trucks for top- loading of
gasoline?

Response:  Normally, tank truck modification or new hardware would not
be required for top-loading with vapor recovery per CARB personnel.

Should you have any further questions regarding tank truck certification
programs, please contact me or Bill Polglase at FTS 629-5516) 

cc:  John Hanisch/Cynthia Green
     Tom Helms
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