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                UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
                           Washington, D.C. 20460
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Office of
Air, Noise, and Radiation

SUBJECT:  Set II VOC Regulation Approval

   FROM:  David G. Hawkins, Assistant Administrator
          for Air, Noise, and Radiation

MEMO TO:  Director, Air and Hazardous Materials Division, Regions I-X

The purpose of this memorandum is to set up a schedule for expeditious
review of and subsequent Federal Register action on the Set II VOC RACT
regulations.  This schedule is ambitious, and to meet it Regional Offices will
have to place high priority on this activity at the expense of other
activities. However, I believe it is important that we respond to the
legitimate concerns of the States and provide an expeditious review of these
submittals.
                    

The revised deadline of January 1, 1981 for submittal of the regulations
allows States ample time to develop satisfactory regulations. Therefore,
Regions should not defer action to give States additional time to submit or
correct their regulations.  Each Region should notify Tom Helms by January 7,
1981 which States have complete submittals.  By the end of January we will
publish a notice of receipt of regulations submitted and one final rulemaking
disapproving 03 SIPs without complete Set II regulation submittals.  Permit
restrictions will be in effect for areas without regulations until regulations
are submitted and a final rule making is published approving or conditionally
approving the regulations.

For regulations submitted on time, I am setting the following timetable
for review and action.  By March 1, the Regional Offices are to submit to
Headquarters for 14-day review Federal Register action proposing approval,
conditional approval, or disapproval of the VOC regulations.  By mid-July, a
final action Federal Register package is to be submitted for 14-day review.
This will allow publication of final action in August 1981 of all regulations
received by January 1, 1981.

To aid in review of the regulations and to expedite 14-day review, I
request you send Tom Helms a copy of final regulations within two weeks after
you receive them.  Any regulations already received should be forwarded to him
within two weeks.
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The schedule for regulations submitted after January 1, 1981 should
follow the same time frame.  As soon as the regulations are submitted, the
Region should prepare a notice of receipt.  Within 60 days of submittal, a
notice of proposed rule making is to be submitted to us for 14-day review.
Within 45 days after close of the comment period, a final action package is to
be submitted. Control Programs Development Division will be tracking and
reviewing the regulation submittals and Federal Register actions.

cc:  Mike James, OGC
     Ed Reich, DSSE

bcc:  Chief, Air Branch, Regions I-X       A. Hoffer, OIR
      E. Tuerk, OANR                       B. Burch, OPE
      D. Borchers, OANR                    R. Campbell, OAQPS
      S. Kuhrtz, OANR                      B. J. Steigerwald, OAQPS
      I. Artico, OPA                       B. Hogarth, CPDD


