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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Congress, in the Clean Air Act Aﬁendments of 1990 (CAAAa),
amended Title I of the Clean Air Act (CAA) to address ozone
nonattainment areas. A new Subpart 2 was added to Part D of
Section 103. Section 183 (c¢) of the new Subpart 2 provides that:

[wlithin 3 years after the date of the enactment of the
CAAA, the Administrator shall issue technical documents
which identify alternative controls for all categories of
stationary sources of...oxides of nitrogen which emit or
have the potential to emit 25 tons per year or more of such
air pollutant.

These documents are to be subseduently revised and updated as
determined by the Administrator.
Stationary gas turbines have been identified as a category

that emits more than 25 tons of nitrogen oxide (NO#) per year.
This alternative control techniques'(ACT) document provides
technical information for use by State and local agencies to
develop and implement regulatory programs to control NO,
emissions from stationary gas turbines. Additional ACT documents
are being developed for other stationary source categories.

Gas turbines are available with power outputs ranging from
1 megawatt (MW} (1,340 horsepower [hp]l) to over 200 MW
(268,000 hp) and are used in a broad scope of applications. It
must be recognized that the alternative control techniques and
the corresponding achievable NO, emission levels presented in
this document may not be applicable for every gas turbine
application. The size and design of the turbine, the operating
duty cycle, site conditions, and other site-gpecific factors must
be taken into consideration, and the suitability of an




[

alternative control technique must be determined on a case-by-
case- basis.

The information in this ACT document was generated through a
literature search and from information provided by gas turbine
manufacturers, control equipment vendors, gas turbine users, and
regulatory agencies. Chapter 2.0 presents a summary of the
findings of this study. Chapter{3.0 presents information on gas
turbine operation and industry applications. Chapter 4.0
contains a discussion of NO, formation and uncontrolled NO,
emission factors. Alternative control techniques and achievable
controlled emission levels are included in Chapter 5.0. The cost
and cogt effectiveness of each cqhtrol technique are presented in
Chapter 6.0. Chapter 7.0 descriﬁ%s environmental and energy
impacts associated with impleménting the NO, centrol techniques.




2.0 SUMMARY

This chapter summarizes the more detailed information
presented in subsequent chapters of this document. It presents a
summary of nitrogen oxide (NO,) formation mechanisms and
uncontrolled NO, emission factors, awailable NO, emission control
techniques, achievable controlled NO, emission levels, the costs
and cost effectiveness for these NO, control techniques applied
to combustion gas turbines, and the energy and environmental
impacts of these control techniques. The control technigues
included in this analysis are water or steam injection, dry low-
Nox‘combustors, and selective catalytic reduction K (SCR). L

Section 2.1 includes a brief discussion of NO, formation and
a summary of uncontrolled NO, emission factors. Section 2.2
describes the available control techniques and achievable
controlled NO, emission levels. A summary of the costs and cost-
effectiveness for each control technique is presented in
Section 2.3. Section 2.4 reviews the range of controlled
emission levels, capital costs, and cost effectiveness.

Section 2.5 discusses energy and environmental impacts.
2.1 NO, FORMATION AND UNCONTROLLED NO, EMISSIONS

The two primary NO, formation mechanisms in gas turbines are
thermal and fuel NO,. In each case, nitrogen and oxygen present
in the combustion process combine to form NO,. Thermal NO, is
formed by the dissociation of atmospheric nitrogen (N} and
oxygen (O,) in the turbine combustor and the subsequent formation
of NO,. When fuels containing nitrogen are combusted, this
additional source of nitrogen results in fuel NO, formation.
Because most turbine installations burn natural gas or light
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distillate oil fuels with little or no nitrogen content, thermal
No, is the dominant source of NO, emissions. The formation rate
of thermal NO, increases exponentially with increases in
temperature. Because the flame temperature of oil fuel is higher
than that of natural gas, NO, emissions are higher for operations
using oil fuel than natural gas.

Uncontrolled NO, emission levels were provided by gas
turbine manufacturers in parts per million, by volume (ppmv).
Unless stated otherwise, all emission levels shown in ppmv are
corrected to 15 percent O,. These emission levels were used to
calculate uncontrolled NO, emission factors, in pounds (lb) of
NO, per million British thermal ﬁhits (Btu) (1b NO,/MMBtu).
Sample calculations are shown in Appendix A. These uncontrolled
emission levels and emission factors for both natural gas and oil
fuel are presented in Table 2-1. ,Uncontrolled NO, emission
levels range from 99 to 430 ppmvrfor natural gas fuel and from
150 to 680 ppmv for distillate oil fuel. Corresponding
uncontrolled emission factors range from 0.397 to 1.72 lb
NO,/MMBtu and 0.551 to 2.50 1b NO,/MMBtu for natural gas and
distillate o0il fuels, respectively. Because thermal NO, 1is
primarily a function of combustion temperature, NO, emission
rates vary with combustor design. There is no discermable
correlation between turbine size and NO* emigssion levels evident
in Table 2-1. '

2.2 CONTROL TECHNIQUES AND CONTROLLED NO, EMISSION LEVELS

Reductions in NO, emissions can be achleved using combustion
controls or flue gas treatment. Avallable combustion controls
are water or steam injection and dry low-NO, combustion designs.
Selective catalytic reduction is the only available flue gas
treatmentc.

2.2.1 Combugtion Controls :

Combustion control using water or steam lowers combustion
temperatures, which reduces thermal NO, formation. Fuel NO,
formation is not reduced with thls technique. Water or steam,
treated to quality levels comparable to boiler feedwater, is
injected into the combustor and acts as a heat sink to lower

2-2




TABLE 2-1. UNCONTROLLED NO, EMISSION FACTORS FOR GAS TURBINES

_—_—
NO, emissions, ppmv, dry NO, emissions factor,
and corrected to 15% 0, Ib l‘~10},fMl\JlBt:ua
Qutput, Distillate Distillate
Manufacturer Model No. MW - Natural gas ail No. 2 Natural gas oil No. 2
Solar Saturn 1.1 99 150 0.397 0.551
Centaur 3.3 130 179 0.521 0.658
Centaur "H" 4.0 105 160 0.421 0.588
Taurus 4.5 114 168 0.457 0.618
Mars T12000 8.8 178 267 0.714 0.981
Mars T14000 10.0 199 NAb 0.798 NAP
GM/Allison 501-KBS 4.0 155 231 0.622 0.849
570-KA 4.9 101 182 0.405 0.669
571KA 5.9 101 182 0.405 0.669
General Electric LM1600 12.8 144° 237 . 0.577 0.871
LM2500 21.8 174 345 0.698 S 127,
LMS5000 33.1 185 364 0.742 1.34
LM6000 415 220 417 0.882 1.53
MS5001P 26.3 142 211 0.569 0.776
MS6001B 38.3 148 267 0.593 . 0.981
MS7001EA: 83.5 154 228 0.618 0.838
MST001F 123 179 277 0.718 1.02
MS9001EA 150 176 235 " 0.706 0.864
MS9001F 212 176 272 0.706 1.00
Asea Brown Boveri GTS 41.4 430 680 1.72 2.50
. GTI10 22.6 150 . 200 0.601 0.735
GTIIN 81.6 390 560 1.56 2.06
GT35 16.9 300 360 1.20 1.32
Westinghouse W261B11/12 523 . 220 355 0.882 1.31
W501D5 119 190 250 0.762 0.919
Siemens V842 108 212 360 0.850 1.32
v94.2 153 212 ) 360 0.850 1.32
V643 61.5 380 530 1.52 1.95
V843 141 380 530 1.52 1.95
v94.3 203 380 530 1.52 1.95
I —————— e e e

. 2Based on emission levels provided by gas turbine manufacturers, corresponding to rated load at ISO conditions.
NO, emissions calculations are shown in Appendix A.
b : :
Not available,
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flame temperatures. This control technique is available for all
new turbine models and can be retrofitted to most existing
installations. N

Although uncontrolled emission levels vary widely, the range
of achievable controlled emission levels using water or steam
injection is relatively small. Controlled NO, emission levels
range from 25 to 42 ppmv for natural gas fuel and from 42 to
75 ppmv for distillate oil fuel. Achievable guaranteed
controlled emission levels, as provided by turbine manufacturers,
are shown for individual turbine ﬁodels in Figures 2-1 and 2-2
for natural gas and oil fuels, respectively.

w The decision whether to use water versus steam injection for
NO, reduction depends on many factors, including the a#éilability
of steam injection nozzles and controls from the turbine
manufacturer, the availability and cost of steam at the site, and
turbine performance and maintenance impacts. This decision is
usually driven by site-gpecific environmental and economic
factors. ' -
A syetem that allows treated water to be mixed with.the_fuei
prior to injection is also available. Limited testing of water-
in-oil emulsions injected into the turbine combustor have
achieved NO, reductions equivalent to direct water injection but
at reduced water-to-fuel rates. The vendor reports a similar
system is available for natural gas -fired applications.

Dry low-NO, combustion control techniques reduce NO,
emissiong without injecting water or steam. Two designs, lean

. premixed combustion and rich/quench/lean staged combustion have

been developed.

Lean premixed combustion de51gns reduce combustion
temperatures, thereby reducing thermal NO,. Like wet injection,
this technique is not effective in reducing fuel NO,. 1In a
conventional turbine combustor, the air and fuel are introduced
at an approximately stoichiometrieﬁratio and air/fuel mixing
occurs simultaneously with combustion. A lean premixed combustor
design premixes the fuel and air prior to combustion. Premixing
results in a homogeneous air/fuel mlxture, which minimizes

2- 4
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localized fuel-rich pockets that produce elevated combustion
temperatures and higher NO, emissions. A lean air-to-fuel ratio
approaching the lean flammability limit is maintained, and the
excess air acts as a heat sink to lower combustion temperatures,
which lowers thermal NO, formation. A pilot flame is used to
maintain combustion stability in this fuel-lean environment.

Lean premixed combustors are currently available from
several turbine manufacturers for a limited number of turbine
models. Development of this technology is ongeing, and
availability should increase in the coming years. All turbine
manufacturers state that lean premixed combustors are designed
for retrofit to existing installations.

Controlled NO, emission levels using dry lean premixed
combustion range from 9 to 42 ppmv for operation on natural gas
fuel. The low end of this range (9 to 25 ppmv) has been limited
to turbines above 20 megawatts (MW) (27,000 horsepower ([hpl]}; to
date, three manufacturers have guaranteed controlled NO, emission
levels of 9 ppmv at one or more installations for utility-gized
turbines. Controlled NO, emisgions from smaller turbines ‘ )
typically range from 25 to 42 ppmv. For operation on distillate
oil fuel, water or steam injection is required to achieve’
controlled NO, emissions levels of approximately 65 ppmv.
Development continues for oil-fueled operation in lean premixed
designs, however, and one turbine manufacturer reports having
achieved controlled NO, emission levels below 50 ppmv in limited
testing on oil fuel without wet injection.

A second dry low-NO, combustion design is a rich/quench/lean
staged combustor. Air and fuel are partially combusted in a
fuel-rich primary stage, the combustion products are then rapidly
quenched using water or air, and combustion is completed in a
fuel-lean secondary stage. The fuel-rich primary stage inhibits
NO, formation due to low Oy levels. Combustion temperatures in
the fuel-lean secondary stage are below NO, formation
temperatures as a result of the quenching process and the
presence of excess air. Both thermal and fuel NO, are controlled
with this design. Limited testing with fuels including natural

2-7




_gas and coal have achieved controlled NO, emissions of 25 ppmv.
Development of this design continues, however, and currently the
rich/quench/lean combustor is not available for productiocn
turbines.

2.2.2 Selective Catalytic Reduction )

This flue gas treatment technique uses an ammonia (NH3)
injection system and a catalytic reactor to reduce NO,. An
injection grid disperses NH; in the flue gas upstream of the
catalyst, and NH, and NO, are reduced to N, and water (H,O0) in
the catalyst reactor. This control technique reduces both
thermal NO, and fuel NO,

Ammonia injection systems are available that use either
anhydrous or aqueous NH,. Severai catalyst materials are
available. To date, most SCR installations use a base-metal
catalyst with an operatingotempereture window ranging from
approximately 260° to 400°C (400° ‘to 800°F). Thé exhaust
temperature from tné gas turbine is typically above 480°C
(900°F), so the catalyst is located within a heat recovery steam
generator (HRSG) where temperatures are reduced to a range
compatible with the catalyst operating temperature. This
operating temperature requirement has, to date, limited SCR to
cogeneration or combined-cycle applications with HRSG’s to reduce
flue gas temperatures. High-temperature zeollte catalysts, _
however, are now available and have operating temperature windows

~of up to 600°C (1100°F), which is suitable for installation
directly downstream of the turblne. This high-temperature
zeolite catalyst offers the potentlal for SCR applicationsg with
simple cycle gas turbines.

To achieve optimum long-term NO, reductions, SCR systems
must be properly designed for each application. 1In addition to
temperature considerations, the NH, injection rate must be .
carefully controlled to maintain an NH,/NO, molar ratio that
effectively reduces NO, and avoids-excessive NH, emissions
downstream of the catalyst, known as ammonia slip. The selected
catalyst formulation must be resistant to potential masking
and/or poisoning agents in the flue gas.

2-8




T T

To date, most SCR systems in the United States have been
"installed in gas-fired turbine applications, but improvements in
SCR system designs and experience on alternate fuels in Europe

and Japan suggest that SCR systems are suitable for firing
distillate o0il and other sulfur-bearing fuels. These fuels
produce sulfur dioxide (SO,), which may oxidize to sulfite (S0;)
in the catalyst reactor. This S04 reacts with NH, slip to form
ammonium salts in the low-temperature section of the HRSG and
exhaust ductwork. The ammonium salts must be periodically
cleaned from the affected surfaces to aveoid fouling and corrosion
as well as increased back-pressure on the turbine. Advances in
catalyst formulations include sulfur-resistant catalysts with low
S0, oxidation rates. By limiting ammonia slip and using these
sulfur-resistant catalysts, ammonium salt formation can be
minimized.

Catalyst vendors offer NO, reduction efficiencies of
90 percent with ammonia slip levels of 10 ppmv or less. These
emission levels are warranted for 2 to 3 years, and all catalyst
vendors contacted accept return of spent catalyst reactors for
recycle or disposal.

Controlled NO, emission levels using SCR are typically
9 ppmv or less for gas-fueled turbine installations. With the
exception of one site, all identified installations operate the
SCR syséem in combination with combustion controls that reduce
NO, emission levels into the SCR to a range of 25 to 42 ppmv.
Most continuous-duty turbine installations fire natural gas;
there is limited distillate oil-fired operating experience in the
United States. Several installations with SCR in the northeast
United States that use distillate oil as a back-up fuel have
controlled NO, emission limits of 18 ppmv for operation on
distillate oil fuel.
2.3 COSTS AND COST EFFECTIVENESS FOR NO, CONTROL TECHNIQUES

Capital costs and cost effectiveness were developed for the
available NO, control techniques. Capital costs are presented in

. Section 2.3.1. Cost-effectiveness figures, in $/ton of NO,

2-9
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removed, are shown in Section 2.3.2. All costs presented are in
1990 dollars. :
2.3.1 Capital Costs

Capital costs are the sum of purchased equipment costs,

taxes and freight charges, and installation costs. Purchased

equipment costs were estimated based on information provided by
equipment manufacturers, vendors, and published sources. Taxes,
freight, and installation costs were developed based on factors
recommended in the Office of Air Quality and Planning and
Standards Control Cost Manual (Fourth Edition). "Capital costs
for combustion controls and SCR are presented in Sections 2.3.1.1
and 2.3.1.2, respectively; :

2.3.1.1 Combugtion Controls:Capital Costg. Capital costs
for wet injection include a mixed ‘bed demineralizer and reverse-
osmosis water treatment system and an injection system consisting

. of pumps, piping and hardware, metering controls, and injection

nozzles. All costs for wet injection are based on the
availability of water at the site; no costs have been included
for transporting water to the site. These costs apply to new
installations; retrofit costs would be similar except that
turbine-related injection hardware and metering controls
purchased from the turbine manufacturer may be higher for

retrofit applications.
The capital costs for wet injection are shown in Figure 2-3,

and range from $388,000 for 'a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp) turbine to
$4,830,000 for a 161 MW (216,000 hp) turbine. These capital
costs include both water and steaﬁ*injection systems for use with
either gas or distillate oil fuel applications. Figure 2-3 shows
that the capital costs for steam injection are slightly higher
than those for water injection for turbines in the 3 to 25 MW
(4,000 to 33,500 hp) range. | - |

The capital costs for dry low:NO, combustors are the
incremental costs for this design over a conventional combustor .
and apply to new installations. Tﬁrbine manufacturers estimate
retrofit costs to be approximately 40 to 60 percent higher than
new -equipment costs. Incremental ?apital costs for dry loir-Nox
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combustion were provided by turbine manufacturers and are
presented in Figure 2-4. The incremental capital costs range
from $375,000 for a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp) turbine to $2.2 million for
an 85 MW (114,000 hp) machine. Costs were not available for
turbines above 85 MW (114,000 hp).

When evaluated on a $/MW ($/hp) basis, the capital costs for
wet injection or dry low-NO, combustion contfols are highest for
the smallest turbines and decrease exponentially with increasing
turbine gize. The range of capital costs for combustion
controls, in $/MW, and the effect of turbine size on capital
costs are shown in Figure 2-5. For wet injection, the capital
costs range from a high of $138,000/MW ($103/hp) for a 3.3 MW
(4,430 hp) turbine to a low of $29,000/MW ($22/hp)} for a 161 MW
(216,000 hp) turbine. Corresponding capital cost figures for dry
low-NO, combustion range from $114,000/MW ($85/hp) for a 3.3 MW
(4,430 hp) unit to $26,000/MW ($19/hp} for an 85 MW (114,000 hp)
machine.

. 2.3.1.2 apital Costs. Capital costs for SCR include.
the catalyst reactor, ammonia storage and injection system, and
controls and monitoring equipment. A comparison of available
cost estimates for base-metal catalyst systems and high-
temperature zeolite catalyst systems indicates that the costs for
these systems are similar, so a single range of costs was
developed that represents all SCR systems, regardless of catalyst
type or turbine cycle (i.e., simple, cogeneration, or combined
cyéle). .

The capital cogts for SCR, shown in Figure 2-6, range from
$622,000 for a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp) turbine to $8.46 million for a
161 MW (216,000 hp} turbine. Fiéure 2-7 plots capital costs on a
$/MW basis and shows that these costs are highest for the
smallest turbine, at $188,000/MW ($140/hp) for a 3.3 MW
(4,430 hp) unit, and decrease exponentially with increasing
turbine size to $52/MW ($40/hp) for a 161 MW (216,000 hp)
machine. These costs apply to new installations firing natural
gas as the primary fuel. No SCR sites using oil as the primary
fuel were identified, and costs wére not available. For this

2-12
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reason, the costs for gas-fired applications were also used for
oil-fired sites. Retrofit SCR costs could be considerably higher
than those shown here for new installations, especially if an

existing HRSG and ancillary equipment must be moved or modified
to accommodate the SCR system.

2.3.2 Cogt Effectivenesas

The cost effectiveness, in $/ton of NO,. removed, was
developed for each NO, control technique. The cost effectiveness
for a given control technique is calculated by dividing the total
annual cost by the annual NO, reduction, in tons. The cost
effectiveness presented in this section correspond to 8,000
annual operating hours. Total annual costs were calculated as
the sum of all annual operating costs and annualized capital
costs. Annual operating costs include costs for incremental
fuel, utilities, maintenance, applicable performance penalties,
operating and supervisory labor, plant ovérhead, general and
administrative, and taxes and insurance. Capital costs were
annyalized using the capital recovery factor method with an
eguipment life of 15 yeaféﬁénd"an annual interest rate of
10 percent. Cost-effectiveness figures for combustion controls
and SCR are presented in Sections 2.3.2.1 and 2.3.2.2,
regpectively.

2.3.2.1 Combustion Controls Cogt Effectivenegg. Cost
effectiveness for combustiofi*comtrols is shown in Figure 2-8.
Figure 2-8 indicates that cost effectiveness for combustion
controls is highest for the smallest turbines and decreases
exponentially with decreasing turbine size. Figure 2-8 also
shows that the range of cost effectiveness for water injection is
gsimilar to that for steam injection, pfimarily because the total

" annual costs and achievable controlled NOx emission levels for

water and steam injection are similar. The cost-effectiveness
range for dry low-NO, combustion is lower than that for wet
injection, even though the controlled NO, levels are similar (25

to 42 ppmv), due to the lower total annual costs for dry low-NO,
combustion. '
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For water injection, cost effectiveness, in $/ton of NO,
removed, ranges from $2,080 for a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp) unit to $575
for an 83 MW (111,000 hp) turbine and $937 for an 85 MW
(114,000 hp) turbine. For steam injection, cost effectiveness is
$1,830 for a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp), decreasing to $375 for an 83 MW
{111,000 hp) turbine, and increasing to $478 for a 161 MW
(216,000 hp) turbine. The relatively low cost effectiveness for
the 83 MW (111,000 hp) turbine is due to this particular
turbine’s high uncontrolled NO, emissions, which result in a
relatively high NO, removal efficiency and lower cost
effectiveness. The cost effectiveness shown in Figure 2-8
corresponds to gas-fired applications. Analysis of a limited
number of oil-fired applications with water injection indicates
that the cost effectiveness ranges from 70 to 85 percent of the
cost effectiveness for gas-fired applications due to the higher
NO, removal efficiency achieved in oil-fired applications.

For dry low-NO, combustion, cost effectiveness, in $/ton of
NO, .removed, ranges from $1,060 for a 4.0 MW (5,360 Qg) turbine.
down to $154 for an 85 MW (114,000 hp) machine. A cost =~

effectiveness of $57 was calculated for the 83 MW (111,000 hp)
unit. Again, the relatively high uncontrolled NO, emissgions and
the resulting high NO, removal efficiency for this turbine model
yields a relatively low coat-effectiveness figure. Current dry
low-NO, combustion designs do not achieve NO, reduéﬁioﬁé*with oil
fuels, so the cost;effectiveness values shown in this section
apply only to gas-fired applications.

2.3.2.2 SCR _Cogt Effectiveness. Cost effectiveness for SCR
was calculated based on.the use of combustion controls upstream
of the catalyst to reduce NO, emissions to a range of 25 to
42 ppmv at the inlet to the catalyst. This approach was used
because all available SCR cost information is for SCR
applications used in combination with combustion controls and all

J but one of the 100+ SCR installations in the United States

operate in combination with combustion controls. For this cost
analysis, a 5-year catalyst life and a 9 ppmv controlled NO,
emigsion level was used to calculate cost effectiveness for SCR.

2-19




Figure 2-9 presents SCR cost effectiveness. Figure 2-9
shows that, like combustion controls, SCR cost effectiveness is
highest for the smallest turbines and decreases exponentially
with decreasing turbine size. Also, because this cost analysis
uses a 9 ppmv controlled NO, emission level for SCR, NO,.
reduction efficiencies are higher where the NO, emission level
into the SCR is 42 ppmv than forgapplications with a 25 ppmv
level. Cost effectiveness corresponding to an inlet Nox'emission
level of 42 ppmv, in $/ton of NO, removed, ranges from a high of
$10,800 for a 3.3 MW (4430 hp) turbine to $3,580 for a 161 MW
(216,000 hp) turbine. For an inlet NO, emission level of
25 ppmv, the cost-effectiveness range shifts higher, from $22,100
for a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp) installation to $6,980 for an 83 MW
(111,000 hp) site. ' :

The range of cost -effectiveness for SCR shown in Figure 2-9
applies to gas-fired applications. Cost effectiveness developed
for a limited number of oil-fired ingtallations using capital
costs from gas-fired applications yields cost-effectiveness
values ranging from approximately 70 to 77 percent of those for
gag-fired sites. The lower cost-effectiveness figures for oil-
fired applications result primarily from the greater annual NO,
reductions for oil-fired applications; the gas-fired capital
costs used for these oil-fired appllcatlons may understate the
actual capltal costs for these removal rates and-actual oil-fired
cost-effectiveness figures may be:higher.

Combined cost-effectiveness figures, in $/ton of NO,
removed, were calculated for the combination of combustion

“controlg plus-SCR by dividing the *‘sum of the total annual costs

by the sum of the NO, removed for both control technlques The
controlled NO, emission level for the combination of controls is
9- ppmv. These combined cost-effectiveness figures are presented
in Figure 2-10. For wet injectiod?plus SCR, the combined cost
effectiveness rangesa from $4,460 fpr a 3.3 MW (4,430 hp)
application to $988 for a 160 MW (216,000 hp) site. The $645
cogt-effectiveness value for the 83 MW (111,000 hp) turbine is
lower than the other turbine models shown in Figure 2-10 due to
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the relatively high uncontrolled NO, emission level for this
turbine, which results in relatively high NO, removal rates and a
lower cost effectiveness. For dry low-NO, combustion plus SCR,
combined cost-effectiveness values range from $4,060 to $348 for
this turbine size range.

2.4 REVIEW OF CONTROLLED NO, EMISSION LEVELS AND COSTS

An overview of the performance and costs for available NO,
control techniques.is presented in Figure 2-11. Figure 2-11 .
shows relative achievable controlled NO, emission levels, capital
costs, and cost effectiveness for gas-fired turbine applications.
Controlled NO, emission levels of 25 to 42 ppmv can be achieved
using either wet injection or, where available, dry low-NO,
combustion. Wet injection capital costs range from $30,000 to
$140,000 per MW (522 to $104 per hp), and cost effectiveness
ranges from $375 to $2,100 per ton of NO, removed. Dry low-NO,
combustion capital costs range from $25,000 to $115,000 per MW
($19 to $86 per hp), and cost effectiveness ranges from $55 to
$1,050 per ton of.N’Ox removed.

A controlled NO, emission level of 9 ppmv requires the
addition of SCR, except for a limited number of large turbine
models for which dry low-NO, combustion designs can achieve this
level. For turbine models above 40 MW (53,600 hp), the capital
costs of dry low-NO, combustion range from $25,000 to $36,000 per
MW ($25 to $27 per hp), and the cost effectiveness ranges from
$55 to $138 per ton of NO, removed. Adding SCR to reduce NO,
emisgion levels from 42 or 25 ppmv to 9 ppmv adds capital costs

- ranging from $53,000 to $190,000 per MW ($40 to $142 per hp) and

yields cost-effectiveness values ranging f£rom $3,500 to
$10,500 per ton of NO, removed. The combination of combustion
controls plus SCR yields combined capital costs ranging from
$78,000 to $330,000 per MW ($58 to $246 per hp) and cost-

effectiveness values ranging from $350 to $4,500 per ton of NO,
removed.

2.5 ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF NO, CONTROL TECHNIQUES

The use of the NO, control techniques described in this
document may affect the turbine performance and maintenance
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requirements and may result in increased emissions of carbon
monoxide (CO), hydrocarbons (HC}, and NH;. These potential
energy and environmental impacts are discussed in this section.

TR LT

Water or steam injection affects turbine performance and in
gome turbines also affects maintenance requirements. The
increased mass flow through the turbine resulting from water or

g RYeRd e e
A R

steam injection increases the available power output. The
quenching effect in the combustor, however, decreases combustion
efficiency, and consequently the efficiency of the turbine
decreases in most applications. fhe efficiency reduction is
greater for water than for steam injection, largely because the
heat of vaporization energy cannot be recovered in the turbine.

In applications where the steam can be produced from turbine
exhaust heat that would otherwise be rejected to the atmosphere,
the net gas turbine efficiency is increased with steam injection.
Injection of water or steam into the combustor increases the
maintenance reéquirements of the hot section of some turbine
models. Water injection generally has a greater impact than
steam on increased turbine maintenance. Water or steam injectidﬁ
has the potential to increase CO and, to a lesser extent, HC
emissions, especially at water-to-fuel ratios above 0.8.

Turbine manufacturers report no significant performance
impacté for lean premixed combustors. Power output and
efficiency are comparable to conventional designs. No
maintenance impacts are reported, although long-term operating
experience is not available. Impacts on CO emissions vary for
different combustor designs. Limited data from three
manufacturers showed minimal or no increases in CO emiééisns'fér R
controlled NO, emission levels of 25 to 42 ppmv. For a
controlled NO, level of 9 ppmv, however, CO emissions increased
in from 10 to 25 ppmv in one manufacturer’s combustor design.

For SCR, the catalyst reactor increases the back-pressure on
the turbine, which decreases the turbine power output by
approximately 0.5 percent. The addition of the SCR system and
agsociated controls and monitoring equipment increases plant
maintenance regquirements, but it is exﬁedted that these
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‘maintenance requirements are consistent with maintenance
séhedUles for other plant equipment. There is no impact on CO or
HC emissions from the turbine caused by the SCR system, but
ammonia slip through the catalyst reactor results in NH,
emissions. Ammonia slip levels are typically guaranteed by SCR
vendors at 10 ppmv, and operating experience indicates actual NH,
emissions are at or below this level.
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3.0 STATIONARY GAS TURBINE DESCRIPTION AND INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS

This section describes the physical components and operating
cycles of gas turbines and how turbines are used in industry:

Projected growth in key industries is also presented.
3.1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF GAS TURBINES

A gas turbine is-an internal combustion engine that operates
with rotary rather than reciprocating motion.

A common example
of a gas turbine is the aircraft jet engine.

In stationary
applications, the hot combustion gases are directed through one

or more fan-like turbine wheels tO generate shaft horsepower
rather than the thrust propulsion generated in an aircraft

engine. Often the heat from the exhaust gases is recovered )
through an add-on heat exchanger.

Figure 3-1 presents a cutaway view showing the three primary

sections of a gas turbine: the compressor, the combustor, and

the turbine.l The compressor draws in ambient air and compresses
it by a pressure ratio of up to 30 times ambient pressure.2 The
compressed air is then directed to the combustor section, where

fuel is introduced, ignited, and burned. There are thfee types

¢of combustors:. annular, can-annular, and silo. An annular

combustor is a single continuous chamber roughly the shape of a

doughnut that rings the turbine in a plane perpendicular to the
air flow. The can-annular type uses a similar configuration but
is a series of can-shaped chambers rather than a single

continuous chamber. The silo combustor type is one or more

chambers mounted external to the gas turbine body. These three

combugtor types are shown in Figure 3-2; further discussion of

combustors is found in Chapter 5.3°5 Flame temperatures in the

~ combustor can reach 2000°C (3600°F) .® The hot combustion gases

3-1




T

uoy323g auiqany

. ‘.. m - . . nﬂuMu
. . e b )
i i ..r
el w,
—_ U0 3235 _ & u0§323S J0sSaadwo)
403snquo)

-autgany seb e 3O SUOTI096 Kxewtaxd 29Iyl SUL

-1-g 2anb1d




P ey nlpem————————_—_——E

Can-annular

Figure 3-2.

Annular

Types of gas turbine combustors.>-5
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are then diluted with additional cool air from the compressor
section and directed to the turbine section at temperatures up to
1285°C (2350°F).6 Energy is recovered in the turbine section in
the form of shaft horsepower, of which typically greater than
50 percent is required to drive the internal compressor section.
The balance of the recovered shaft energy is available to drive
the extermal load unit. ;
The compressor and turbine sections can each be a single
fan-like wheel assembly, or stage, but are usually made up of a
series of stages. In a single-shﬁft gas turbine, shown in

7

FoN
s

Figure 3-3, all compressor and turbine stages are fixed to a
gingle, continuous shaft and ope;gte at the same speed. A
single-shaft gas turbine is typlcally used to drive electric
generators where there is little speed variation.

A two-shaft gas turbine ig séown in Figure 3-4. 1In this
degign, the turbine section is divided into a high-pressure and
low-pressure arrangement, where the high-pressure turbine is
mechanically tied to the compressor section by one shaft, while.
the low-pressure turbine, or power turbine, has its own shaft and
ig connected to the extermal: load anit. This configuration
allows the high-pressure turbmne/compressor shaft assembly, or
rotor, to operate at Or near optlmum design speeds, while the
power turbine rotor speed can vary over as wide a range as is
required by most external-load units in mechanical drive
applications (i.e., compressors aég pumps) .

A third configuration is a tﬁ}ee shaft gas turbine. As
shown in Figure 3-5, the compressor section is divided into a
low-pressure and high-pressure conflguration. The low-pressure
compressor sStages are mechanicallzﬁtied to the low-pressure
turbine stages, and the high-pressure compressor stages are
similarly connected to the high-pressure turbine stages in a
concentric¢ shaft afrangemeﬁt."vTheﬁe low-pressure and high-

. pressure rotors operate at 6ptimuﬁ§design gpeeds independent of
each other. The power turbine stages are mounted on a third
independent shaft and form the poﬁ?r turbine rotor, the speed of

3-4
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Figure 3-3. Single-shaft gas turbine.
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Figure 3-5. . Three-shaft gas turbine.
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which can vary over as wide a range as is necessary for
mechanical drive applications.

Gas turbines can burn a variety of fuels. Most burn natural
gas, waste process gases, or liquid fuels such asg distillate oils
(primarily No. 2 fuel oil). Some gas turbines are capable of
burning -lower-grade residual or even crude oil with minimal
processing. Coal-derived gases can be burned in some turbines.

The capacity of individual gas turbines ranges from
approximately 0.08 to over 200 megawatts (MW) (107 to
268,000 horsepower [hp]).2 Manufacturers continue to increase
the'horsepower of individual gas turbines, and frequently they
are "ganged,” or installed in groups so that the total horsepower
output from one location can meet :virtually any installation’s |
power requirements. - :

Several characteristics of gas turbines make them attractive
power sources. These characteristics include a high horsepower-
to-size ratio, which allows for efficient space utilization, and
a short time from order placement to. on-line operation. Many ..
suppliers'offer the gas turbine, load unit, and all accessories
as a fully assembled package that can be performance tested at
the supplier’s facility, This packaging is cost effective and
gaves substantial iﬁstallation time. Other advantages of gas
turbines are:

1. Low vibration;

2. . High reliability;

3. No requirement for cool{hg water;

4, Suitability for remote operation;

5. Lower capital costs than reciprocating engines; and

6. Lower capital costs than boiler/steam turbine-based
electric power generating pl&nts.ei h
3.2 OPERATING CYCLES

The four baslc operating cycles for gas turbines are simple,
regenerative, cogeneration,'and comblned cycles. Each of these
cycles is descrlbed geparately below.




3.2.1 Simple Cycle

The simple cycle is the most basic operating cycle of a gas
turbine. In a simple cycle application, a gas turbine functions
with only.the three primary sections described in Section 3.1, as
depicted in Figure 3-¢6.10 Cycle efficiency, defined as a
percentage of useful shaft energy output to fuel energy input, is
typically in the 30 to 35 percent range, although one

manufacturer states an efficiency of 40 percent for an engine

recently introduced to the market.® In addition to shaft enerqgy

output, 1 to 2 percent of the fuel input energy can be attributed
to mechanical losses; the balance is exhausted from the turbine
in the form of heat.’ Simple cycle operation is typically used
when there is a requirement for shaft horsepower without recovery
of the exhaust heat. This cycle offers the lowest installed
capital cost but also provides the least efficient use of fuel
and therefore the highest operating cost. )
3.2.2 Regenerative Cycle

. The regenerétive cycle gas turbine is essentially a simple.
cycle gas turbine with an added heat exchanger, called a i
regenerator or recuperator, to préheat the combustion air. In
the regenerative cycle, thermal energy from the exhaust gases is
transferred to the compressor discharge air prior to being
introduced into the combustor. A diagram of this cycle is
depicted in Figure 3-7.11 Preheating the combustion air reduces
the amount of fuel required to reach design combustor
temperatures and therefore improves the overall cycle efficiency

.over that of simple cycle operation. The efficiency gain is:

directly proportional to the differential temperature between the
exhaust gases and compressor discharge air. Since the compressor
discharge air temperature increases with an inérease in pressure
ratio, higher regenerative cycle efficiency gains are realized
from lower compressor pressure ratios typically found in older
gas turbine models.’ Most new or updated 'gas turbine models with
high compfessor pressure ratios render regenerative cycle
operation economically unattractive because the capital cost of

the regenerator cannot be justified by the marginal fuel savings.

3-7
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3.2.3 (Cogeneration Cycle

A gas. turbine used in a cogeneration cycle application is
essentially a simple cycle gas turbine with an added exhaust heat
exchanger, called a heat recovery steam generator (HRSG) . This
configuration is shown in Figure 3-8.12 The steam generated by
the exhaust heat can be delivered at a variety of pressure and
temperature conditions to meet site thermal process requirements.
Where the exhaust heat is not sufficient to meet site |
requirements, a supplementary burner, or duct burner, can be
placed in the exhaust duct upstream of the HRSG to increase the
exhaust heat energy. Adding the HRSG equipment increases the
capital cost, but recovering the’ exhaust heat increases the
overall cycle efficiency to as hlgh as 75 percent.13
3.2.4 Combined Cycle 3 .

A combined cycle is the termlnology commonly used for a gas
turbine/HRSG configuration as applled at an electric utility.
This cycle, shown in Figure 3-9, is used to generate electric
power.12 The gas turbine drives an electric gemerator, and the
steam produced in the HRSG is delivered to a steam turbine, which
also drives an electric generator. The boiler may be
supplementary-fired to increase the steam production where

‘desired. Cycle efficiencies can exceed 50 percent.

3.3 INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS ;

Gas turbines are used by 1ndustry in both mechanical and
electrical drive applmcatlons Compressors and pumps are most
often the driven locad unit in mechanlcal drive applications, and
electric generators are driven in electrical drive installations.
Few sites have gas/air compression or fluid pumping requirements
that exceed 15 MW (20,100 hp), and for this reason mechanical
drive applications generally use gas turbines in the 0.08- to
15.0-MW (107- to 20,100-hp) range.'l4 Electric power requirements
range over the entire available range of gas turbines, however,
and all sizes can be found in electrical drive applications, from
0.08 to greater than 200 MW (107 to 268,000 hp).13

The primary applications for gas turbines can be divided
into five broad categories: the oil and gas industry,

3-10
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gstand-by/emergency electric power generation, independent
electric power producers, electric utilities, and other
industrial applicatiohs.l6 Where a facility has a requirement
for mechanical shaft power only, the installation is typically
simple or regenerative cycle. For facilities where either
electric power or mechanical shaft power and steam generation are
required, the installation is often cogeneration or combined
¢ycle to capitalize on these cycles'-higher efficiencies.

3.3.1 Qil and Gas TIndustry

The bulk of mechanical drive applications are in the oil and
gas industry. Gas turbines in the o0il and gas industry are used
primarily to provide shaft horsepower for oil and gas extraction
and transmission equipment, although they are also used in
downstream refinery operations. Most gas turbines found in this
industry are in the 0.08- to 15.0-MW (107- to 20,100-hp) range.

Gas turbines are particularly well suited to this industry,
as they can be fueled by a wide range of gaseous and liquid fuels
often available at the site. Natural gas and distillate oil are
the most common fuels. Many turbines can burn waste prdcess )
gases, and some turbines can burn residual oils and even crude
0il. 1In addition, gas turbines are suitable for remote
installation sites and unattended operation. Most turbineé used
in this industry operate continuously, 8,000+ hours per vear,
unless the installation is a pipeline transmission application
with seasonal operation.

Competition from reciprocating engines in this industry is
#ignificant. Although gas turbines have a considerable capital
cost advantage, reciprocating engines require less fuel to
produce the same horsepower and consequently have a lower
operating cost .17 Selection of gas turbines vs. reciprocating
engines is generally determined by site-specific criteria such as
nstalled capital costs, costs for any required emissions control
Qquipment, fuel costs and availability, annual coperating hours,
stallation and structural considerations, compatibility with
lxisﬁing equipment, and operating experience.
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3.3.2 Stand- Emergency Electric Power Gener

Small electric generator sets make up a considerable number
of all gas turbine sales under 3.7 MW (5,000 hp). The majority
of these installations provide backup or emergency power to
critical networks or equipment and use liguid fuel. Telephone
companies are a principal user, and hospitals and small
municipalities also are included-in this market. These turbines
operate on an as-needed basis, which typically is between 75 and
200 hours per year.

Gas turbines offer reliable starting, low weight, small
size, low vibration, and relatively low maintenance, which are
important criteria for this application. "Gas turbines in this
size range have a relatively high capital cost, however, and®
reciprocating engines dominate this market, especially for
applications under 2,000 kW (2, 700 hp) .18.19
3.3.3 Independent Electric rod

Large industrial complexes and refining facilities consume
considerable amounts of electricity, and many sites choose to ..
generate their own power. Gas turbines can be used to drive
electric generators in simple cycle operation, or an HRSG system
may be added to yield a more efficient cogeneration cycle. The
vast majority of cogeneration installations operate in a combined
cycle capacity, using a steam tur?ine to provide additional
electric power. The Public Utility Regqulatory Policies Act
(PURPA) of 1978 encourages independent cogenerators to generate
electric power by requiring electrzc utllltles to (1) purchase
electricity from qualltylng ‘producers at a price equal to the
cost the utility can avoid by not having to otherwise supply that
power (avoided cost) and (2) ptovide backup power to the
cogenerator at reasonable rates. Between 1980 and 1986,
approximately 20,000 MW of gas turbine -produced electrical
generating capacity was certifled as gualifying for PURPA
benefits. This installed capacity by private industry power
generators is more than the sum of‘all utility gas turbine orders
for all types of central power plants during this per1od 20 Tpe
Department of Energy (DOE) expects ‘an additional 27,000 MW
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capacity to be purchased by private industry in the next
10 years.21 '

Gas turbines installed in this market range in power from 1
to over 100 MW (1,340 to 134,000 hp) and operate typically
between 4,000 and 8,000 hours per year. While reciprocating
engines compete with the gas turbine at the lower end of this
market (under approximately 7.5 MW [10,000 hp]),>the advantages
of lower installed costs, high reliability, and low maintenance
requirements make gas turbines a strong competitor.

3.3.4 Electric Utilities
" Electric utilities are the largest user of gas turbines on

an installed horsepower basis. They have traditionally installed

these turbines for use as peaking units to meet the electric
power demand peaks typically imposed by large commercial and
industrial users on a daily or seascnal basis; consequently, gas
turbines in this application operate less than 2,000 hours per
year.z_2 The power range used by the utility market is 15 MW to
over 150 MW (20,100 to 201,000 hp). Peaking units typically
operate in simple cycle. : :

The demand for gas turbines from the utility market was flat
through the late 1970’s and 1980’8 as the cost of fuel increased
and the supplies of gas and oil became unpredictable. There are
signs, however, that the utility market is poised to again
purchase considerable generating capacity. The capacity margin,
which is the utility industry’s measure of éxcess,generation
capacity, peaked at 30 percent in 1982. By 1990, the capacity
margin had dropped to approximately 20 percent, and, based on

current construction plans, will reach the industry rule-of-thumb
minimum of 15 percent by 1995.21 The utility industry is adding
new capacity and repowering existing older plants, and gas
turbines are expected to play a considerable role.

Many utilities are now installing gasg turbine-based combined
cycle installations with provisions for burning cocal-derived gas
fuel at some future date. This a?plication is known as
integrated coal gasification combined cycle (IGCC). At least

five power plant projects have been announced, and several more

3-15
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* (4) '$2,850 per KW for new nuclear-powered plants.

are being negotiated. Capital costs for these plants are in many
cases ligher than comparable natural gas-fueled applications, but
future price increases for natural gas could make IGCC an
attractive option for the future.23

Utility orders for gas turbines have doubled-in each of the
lagst 2 years. The DOE says that electric utilities will need to
add an additional 73,000 MW to cépacity to meet demand by the
year 2000, and as Figure 310 shows, DOE éxpects 36,000 MW of
combined cycle and 16,000 MW of simple oycle gas turbines to be

purchased. This renewed interest’ in gas turbines is a result of:

1. The introduction of new, larger, more efficient gas
turbines;

2. Lower natural gas prlces and proven reserves to meet
current demand levels for more than 100 years;

3. Shorter lead times than“phose of competing equipment;
and ' o a ’

4. Lower capital costs for gas,turbines.zl
Utility capital cost estimates, as shown in Figure 3-11, are
(1) $500 per KW for repowering existing plants with combined
cycle gas turbines, (2) $800 per KW for new combined cycle
plants, (3) $1,650 per KW for new coal-fired plants, and
24

Gas turbines are also an alternatlve to displace planned or
existing nuclear facilities. A total of 1,020 MW of gas turbine-
generated electric power was recently comm1531oned in Michigan at
a plant where initial des;gn and constructlon had begun for a
nuclear plant. Four additional ldle nuclear sites are
considéring switching to gas turbine-based power production due
to the legal, regulatory, flnancial and public obstacles facing
nuclear facilities.24
3.3.5 Mumi&_mum

Industrial appllcatlons for gas turbines include various
types of mechanical drive and’ airrcompression equipment. These
applications. peaked in the late 1960’5 and declined through the
1970’s8.25 wWith the promulgation of PURPA in 1978 (see
Section -3.3.3), many 1ndustrial faczlltzes have found it
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economically feasible to install a combined cycle gas turbine to

meet power and steam requirements. Review of editions of Gas
Turbine World over the last several years shows that a broad

range of industries (e.g., pulp and paper, chemical, and food
processing) have installed combined cyéle gas turbines to meet
their energy requirements.
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4.0 CHARACTERIZATION OF NO, EMISSIONS

This section presents the principles of NO, formation, the
types of NO, emitted (i.e., thermal NO,, prompt NO,, and fuel
NO,) . and how they are generated in a gas turbine combustion

process. Estimated NO, emission factors for gas turbines and the
bases for the estimates are also presented. '
4.1 THE FORMATION OF NOx

Nitrogen oxides form in the gas turbine combustion process
as a result of the dissociation of nitrogen (N,) and oxygen (05)
into N and O, respectively. Reactions following this
dissociation result in seven known oxides of nitrogen: NO, Noéf
NOy, N,O, NyO5, NyO4, and N,Og. Of these, nitric oxide (NO) and
nitrogen dioxide (NO,) are formed in sufficient quantities to be

" significant in atmospheric pollution.1 In this document, "NO,"

refers to either or both of these gaseous oxides of nitrogen.
Virtually all NO, emissions originate as NO. This NO is
further oxidized in the exhaust system or later in the atmosphere
to form the more stable NO, molecule.? There are two mechanisms
by which NO, is formed in turbine combustors: (1) the oxidation
of atmosgpheric nitrogen found in the combustion air (thermal NO,

and prompt NO,} and (2} the conversion of nitrogen chemically
bound in the fuel (fuel NO,).
below. '

These mechaniasms are discussed

4.1.1 EFormation of Thermal and Prompt NO.

Thermal NO, is formed by a series of chemical reactions in
which oxygen and nitrogen present in the combustion air
dissociate and subsequently react to form oxides of nitrogen.
The major contributing chemical reactions are known as the

1-1
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Zeldovich mechanism and take place in the high temperature area
of the gas turbine combustor. 3 Simply stated, the Zeldovich
mechanism postulates that thermal NO, formation increases
exponentially with increases in temperature and linearly with
increases in residence time.%

Flame temperature is dependent upon the equivalence ratio,
which is the ratio of fuel burned in a flame to the amount of
fuel that consumes all of the avallable oxygen.s An equivalence
ratio of 1.0 corresponds to the stoichiometric ratio and is the
point at which a flame burns at its highest theoretical
temperature.5 Figure 4-1 shows the flame temperature and
equivalence ratio relationship for combustion u51ng No. 2

distillate fuel oil (DF-2). 4

The series of chemical reactions that form thermal NO,

according to the Zeldovich mechanism are presented below.3

== .
1. 0, 20;

2. N, ¥ o2N;

4. N+ 0y T NO + 0; and

5. 0+ N, ¥ NO + N.

This series of equations applies to a fuel-lean combustion
process. Combustion is said to be fuel-lean when there is excess
oxygen available (equivelence ratio <1.0). Conversely,
combustion is fuel-rich if insufficient oxygen is present to burn
all of the available fuel (equivalence ratio »>1.0). " Additional
equations have been developed that-apply to fuel-rich combustion.
These equations are an expansion of the above series to add an
intermediate hydroxide molecule (OH).3
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Figure 4-1. 1Influence of equiva41ence ratio on flame
temperature. :
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st

6. N + OH ¥ NO + H,

and further to include an intermediate product, hydrogen cyanide
(HCN), in the formation process:3 )

7, N, + CH = HCN + N and |

8. N + OH = H + NO.

The overall equivalence ratio for gases exiting the gas
rurbine combustor is less than 1.0.% Fuel-rich areas do exist in
the overall fuel-lean environment, however, due to
less-than-ideal fuel/air mixing prior to combustion. This being
the case, the above equations for both fuel-lean and fuel-rich
combustion apply for thermal NO, formation in gas turbines.

Prompt NO, is formed in the ‘proximity of the flame front as
intermediate combustion products such as HCN, N, and NH are
oxidized to form NO, as shown in the following equations:

1. CH + N, ¥ HCN + N;

2. CH, + N, ¥ HCN + NH; and

3. HCN, N, NH + O, = NO +....%

Prompt NO# is formed in both fue;-rich flame zones and
fuel-lean premixed combustion zon?g. The contribution of prompt
NO, to overall NO, emissions is‘félatively small in conventional
‘near-stoichiometric combustors, but this contribution increases
with decreases in the equivalence ratio (fuel-lean mixtures).
For this reason, prompt NO, becomes an important consideration
for the low-NO, combustor designs described in Chapter S and
establishes a minimum NO, level aétainable in lean mixtures.
4.1.2 Formation of Fuel NO.
| Fuel NO, (also known as organic NO,) is formed when fuels
containing nitrogen are burned. ‘ﬁdlecular nitrogen, present as

7




N, in some natural gas, does not contribute significantly to fuel
NO, formation.®8 However, nitrogen compounds are present in coal
and petroleum fuels as pyridine-like (CgHgN) structures that tend
to concentrate in the heavy resin and asphalt fractions upon
distillation. Some low-British thermal unit (Btu} synthetic
fuels contain nitrogen in the form of ammonia (NH,), and other
low-Btu fuels such as sewage and process waste-stream gases also
contain nitrogen. When these fuels are burned, the nitrogen

'bonds break and some of the resulting free nitrogeﬂ oxidizes to

form Nox.9 With excess air, 'the degree of fuel NO, formation is
primarily a function of the nitrogen content in the fuel. The
fraction of fuel-bound nitrogen (FBN) converted to fuel NO,,
decreases with increasing nitrogen content, although the absolute
magnitude of fuel NO, increases. For example, a fuel with

0.01 percent nitrogen may have 100 percent of its FBN converted
to fuel NO,, whereas a fuel with a 1.0 percent FBN may have only

a 40 percent fuel NO, conversion rate. The low-percentage FBN

fuel has a 100 pércent conversion rate, but its overall NO,
emission level would be lower than that of the high-percentage
FBN fuel with a 40 percent conversion rate.10

Nitrogen content varies from 0.1 to 0.5 percent in most
residual oils and from 0.5 to 2 percent for most U.S. coals.lt
Traditionally, most light distillate ©ils have had legss than
0.015 percent nitrogen content by weight. However, today many
distillate oils are produced from poorer-quality crudes,
especially in the northeastern United States, and these
distillate oils may contain percentages of nitrogen exceeding the
0.015 threshold; this higher nitrogen content can increase fuel
NO,. formation.? At least one gas turbine installation burning
coal-derived fuel is in commercial operation in the United
States.12 |

Most gas turbines that operate in a continuous duty cycle
are fueled by natural gas that typically contains little or no
FEN. As a result, when compared to thermal NO,, fuel NO, is not

4-5




currently a major contributor to overall NO, emissions from
stationary gas turbines.
4.2 UNCONTROLLED NO,, EMISSIONS

The NO, emissions from gas turbines are generated entirely
in the combustor section and are released into the atmosphere via
the stack. 1In the case of simplé;and regenerative cycle
operation, the combustor is the dﬁly sSource of NO, emissions. 1In
cogeneration and combined cycle applications, a duct burner may
be placed in the exhaust ducting between the gas turbine and the
heat recovery steam’generator (HRSG} ; this burner also generates
NO, emissions. (Gas turbine ope;?ting cycles are discussed in
Section 3.2.) The amount of Nox_iormed in the combustion zone is
"frozen" at this level regardleséﬁof any temperature reductions
that occur at the downstream end of the combugtor and is released
to the atmosphere at this level. L
4.2.1 Parameters Influencing Ungon;rgllgg NO, Emigsions

The level of NO, formation in a gas turbine, and hence the
NO, .emissions, is unique (by design factors) to each gas turbine
model and operating mode. The primary factors that determine the
amount of NO, generated are the combustor design, the types of
fuel being burned, ambient conditions, operating cycles, and the

power.output level as a percentage of the rated full power output

of the turbine. These factors are discussed below.

4.2.1.1 Combugtor Design. ihe design of the combustor is
the most important factor influenéing the formation of NO,.
Design consxderatlons are presented here and discussed further in
Chapter 5. ) ; _ '

Thermal NO, formation, as discussed in Section 4.1.1, is
influenced primarily by flame temperature and residence time.
Design parameters controlling equivalence ratios and the
introduction of cooling air into the combustor strongly influence
thermal NO, formation. The extenﬁaof fuel/air mixing prior to
combustion also affects NO, formatlcn. Simultanecus mixing and

~combustion results in localized fuel-rich zones that yield high

flame temperatures in which substantial thermal NO, production
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takes place.13

The dependence of thermal NO, formation on flame
temperature and equivalence ratio is shown in Figure 4-2 for
DF-2.4 Conversely, prompt NO, is largely insensitive to changes
in temperature and pressure.7 ‘ _

Fuel NO, formation, as discugsed in Section 4.1.2, is formed
when FBN is released during combustion and oxidizes to form NO,.
Design parameters that control equivalence ratio and residence
time influence fuel NO, formation.14

4.2.1.2 Type of Fuel. The level of NO, emissions varies
for different fuels. In the case of thermal NO,., this level
increases with flame temperature.  For gaseous fuels, the
constituents in the gas can significantly affect NO, emissions
levels. Gaseous fuel mixtures containing hydrocarbons with
molecular weights higher than that of methane (e.g., ethane,
propane, and butane) burn at higher flame temperatures and as a
result can increase NO, emissions greater than 50 percent over
NO, levels for methane gas fuel. -Refinery gases and some
unprocessed field gases contain significant levels of these .
higher molecular weight hydrocafﬁans." gonversély, gas fuels that
contain significant inert gases, such as CO,, generally prdduce
lower NO, emissions. These inert gases serve to absorb heat
during combustion, thereby lowering flame temperatures and
reducing NO, emissions. Examples of this type of gas fuel are
air-blown gasifier fuels and some Field gases.l5 Combustion of
hydrogen ‘also results in high flame temperatures, and gases with
gsignificant hydrogen content produce relatively high NO,
emissions. Refinery gases can have hydrogen contents exceeding
. 53~percent.16'

Ag is shown in Figure 4-3, DF-2 burns at a flame temperature
that is approximately 75°C (100°F) higher‘than that of natural
gas, and as a result, NO, emissions are higher when burning DF-2
than they are when burning natural gas.17' Low-Btu fuels such as

coal gas burn with lower flame temperatures, which result in




- _ . | -
' No. 2 Distilate Ol Fusl

3 8

8

Thermal NOx Production Rate, (ppmv/ms)

:

Figure 4-2. Thermal NO, prbdhétion as a function of flame

- temperature and equivalence ratio.
e : 4-8;

e - "

I

Bl o e

{ Hl it

e :

EJEJ#E , '




T

250

200+

S

=

Q.

=3

o 150+

=

Q

EE 1001 NATURAL
e

800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000 ~ 2200
TURBINE FIRING TEMPERATURE (DEG. F) :

-Figure 4-3. 1Influence of firing tqnperature on thermal
NO, formation.?®




substantially lower thermal NO, emissions than natural gas or
‘DF-2.18 For fuels containing FBN, the fuel NO, production
increases with increasing levels of FBN. '
4.2.1.3 pambient Conditions. Ambient conditions that affect
Nox formation are humidity, temperature, and pressure. 0Of these
?% . ambient conditions, humidity hasithe greatest effect on NO,

- formation.l? The energy required to heat the airborne water
vapor has a quenching effect on combustion temperatures, which
reduces thermal NO, formation. At low humidity levels, NO,

. emissiong increase with increases in ambient temperature. At

. high humidity levels, the effect .of changes in ambient

! fﬂ temperature on NO, formation varies. At high humidity levels and
low ambient temperatures, NO, emissions increase with increasing
temperature. . Conversely, at high humidity levels and ambient
temperatﬁres above 10°C (50°F), NO, emissions decrease with
increasing temperature. This effect of humidity and temperature

- on NO, formation is shown in Figure 4-4. A rise in ambient

2o pregsure results in higher pressure and temperature levels

ﬂﬁ&E entering the combustor and so No, production levels increase W1th

I increases in ambient pressure.19

: ' The influence of ambient conditions on measured NO, emission

levels can be corrected using the following equation:20

.7

x
where: . ' : h

NO,. = emission rate of NO atkls percent O, and International
Standards Organizatlon (ISO) ambient conditions, volume

 NO. = (NOL) (pr/Po')0.5319(30-0'.0063_3) (288-;k7T23'11~53

_ __percent;
NO, (o = observed NOx concentration, parts per million by volume
(ppmv} referenced to 15 percent O,;
P, = reference compressor inlet absolute pressure at

101.3 kilcopascals amblent pressure, millimeters mercury
(mm Hg) ; ~

P, = cbserved compressor 1n1et absolute pressure at test, mm
Ha; :
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H, = observed humidity of ambient air, g H,0/g air;

e = transcendental constant, 2.718; and

Ty = ambient temperature, K.

o At least two manufacturers state that this equation does not
A accurately correct NO, emissions for their turbine models. 8,12
It is expected that these turbine manufacturers could provide
corrections to this equation that would more accurately correct

L NO, emissions for the effects of ambient conditions based on test

3 data for their turbine models. 3
oo 4.2.1.4 Operating Cycles. Emissions from identical

ﬁf;£? turbines used in simple and cogeneration cycles have similar NO,
L ' emissions levels, provided no duct burner is used in heat

: E recovery applications. The NO, emissions are similar because, as
H-;f' stated in Section 4.2, NO, is formed only in the turbine

E“ﬁf combustor and remains at this levél regardless of downstream

. temperature reductions. A turbine operated in a regenerative

i ': cycle produces higher NO, levels, however, due to increased
combustor inlet temperatures present in regenerative cycle
applications.?l _ |

4.2.1.5 Power Output Level. The power output level of a

gas turbine is directly related to the firing temperature, which

is directly related to flame temperature. Each gas turbine has a
base-rated power level and corresponding NO, level. At power

outputs below this base-rated level, the flame temperature is

lower, so NO, emissions are lower. Conversely, at peak power
outputs above the base rating, NO, emissions are higher due to
higher flame temperature. The NO, emissions for a range of

firing temperatures are shown in Figure 4-3 for one
17 )

manufacturer’s gas turbine.
4.2.2 _Qx_EmA§§AQ_§_EIQE_QQQL_EBSE§£§

| In some cogeneration and combined cycle applications, the
;K{; exhaust heat from the gas turbine is not sufficient to produce

FE T the desired quantity of steam fromuthe HRSG, and a supplemental
burner, or duct burner, is placed in the exhaust duct between the
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gas turbine and HRSG to increase temperatures to sufficient
levels. In addition to providing additional steam capacity, this
burner also increases the overall system efficiency since
essentially all energy added by the duct burner can be recovered
in the HRSG.Z22 |

The level of NO, produced by a duct burner is approximately
0.1 pound per million Btu (lb/MMBtu) of fuel burned. The ppmv
level depends upon the flowrate of gas turbine exhaust gases in
which the duct burner is operating and thus varies with the size
of the turbine.23

Typical NO, production levels added by a duct burner
operating on natural gas fuel are:23

Gas turbine output, Duct burner NO,, ppmv, .
megawatts (MW) referenced to 15 percent O,
3 to 50 10 to 30

50+ . 5 to 10

4.3 UNCONTROLLED EMISSION FACTORS ‘

Uncontrolled emission factors are presented in Table 4-1.
These factors are based on uncontrolled emission levels provided
by manufacturers in ppmv, dry, and corrected to 15 percent Oy,
corresponding to 100 percent output load and International
Standards Organization (ISO) conditions of 15°C (59°F) and 1
atmosphere (14.7 psia). Sample calculations are given in
Appendix A. The uncontrolled emissions factors range from 0.397
'~ to 1.72 1lb/MMBtu (99 to 430 ppmv) for natural gas and 0.551 to
2.50 lb/MMBtu (150 to 680 ppmv) for DF-2.




S TABLE 4-1. UNCONTROLLED NO, EMISSIONS FACTORS. FOR GAS
L . TURBINES AND DUCT BﬁRNEngrgg,lg,SI-gg

NoO, emissions, ppmy, dry NO, emissions factor,
and corrected to 15% 0y Ib NO_/MMBu®
. Output, Distillate Distillate
5!‘ T Manufacturer - Madel No. MW Natural gas oil No. 2 Natural gas | oil No. 2
s Solar Saturn 1.1 99 150 0.397 0.551
W Centaur 33 130 179 0.521 0.658
v Centaur "H" 4.0 105 160 0.421 0.588
. - Taurus 4.5 114 © 168 . 0.457 0.618
A Mars T12000 8.8 178 267 0.714 0.981
lf : Mars T14000 10.0 199 NAD 0.798 Nab
» GM/Allison 501-KB5 3.0 155 231 0.622 0.849
[ ST0-KA 4.9 101 182 0.405 0.669
R 571-KA 1 59 101 , 182 0.405 0.669
d General Blectric  |LM1600 128 | 144 237 0.577 0.871
i LM2500 21.8 174 345 0.698 127
i ' : LM5000 33.1 185 164 0.742 1.34
S LM6000 41.5 220 a7 0.882 1.53
T MSS5001P 26.3 142 211 0.569 0.776
bt MS6001B 383 | 148 267 0.593 0.981
MS7001EA 835 | 154 228 0.618 0.838
MS7001F 123 179 277 | oms 1.02
MSS001EA 150 176 235 0.706 0.864
MS9001F 212 176 272 ] o.706 1.00
Asea Brown Baveri  |GTS 47.4 430¢ 680 1.72 2.50
; GTI0 22.6 150 . 200 0.601 0.735
‘ |GTIIN . 81.6 390 560 1.56 2.06
GT35 . 169 .| 300 360 1.20 1.32
Westinghouse wW261B11/12 | 52.3 20 355 0.882 1.31
W501D5 119 190, . 250 0.762 0.919
Siemens V84.2 105 212, 360 0.850 132
v94.2 153 212 360 0.850 1.32
V64.3 61.5 380~ 530 1.52 1.95
V84,3 141 380 530 1.52 1.95
V943 1 203 .| 3807 - 530 1.52 1.95
Duct burners < All ‘I Na® | <30 NAb <0.1004 NAb
2Based on emission levels provided by gas turbine manufacturers, corresponding to rated load at iSO conditions.
NO, emissions calculations are shown in Appendix A. '
bNot available. |
®Not applicable.
SReferences 16 and 22.

4-14

a




REFERENCES FOR CHAPTER 4

Control Techniques for Nitrogen Oxides Emissions From
Stationary Sources - Revised Second Edition. U. S.
Envirconmental Protection Agency. Research Triangle Park,
NC. Publication No. EPA-450/3-83-002. January 1983.

p. 2-1. :

Stationary Internal Combustion Engines. Standards Support
and Environmental Impact Statement, Volume I: Proposed
Standards of Performance. U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency. Research Triangle Park, NC. Publication

No. EPA-450/2-78-125a. July 1979. p. 4-3.

Standards Support and Environmental Impact Statement,
Volume I: Proposed Standards of Performance for Stationary
Gas Turbines. U. S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Research Triangle Park, NC. Publication

No. EPA-450/277-011a. September 1977. pp. 3-71, 3-72.

Schorr, M. NO, Control for Gas turbines: Regulations and
Technology. General Electric Company. Schenectady, NY.

For presentation at the Council of Industrial Boiler Owners
NO, Control IV Conference. February 11-12, 1991. pp. 3-5.

Davis, L. Dry Low-NOx Combustion for GE Heavy-Duty Gas

" Turbines. General Electric Company. Schenectady, NY.

Presented at 33rd GE Turbine State-of-the-Art Technology
geminar for Industrial, Cogeneration and Independent Power
Turbine Users. September 1989.

Malte, P.C. Perspectives on NO, Formation and Control For
Gas Turbine Engines. University of Washington (Seattle, WA)
and Energy International (Bellevue, WA). Presented at
General Electric Research Center. Schenectady, NY.

October 10, 1388. 46 pp. '

Semerjian, H., and A. Vranos. NO, Formation in Premixed
Turbulent Flames. Pratt and Whitney Aircraft and United
Technologies Research Center, United Technologies
Corporation. East Hartford, CT. 1976. 10 pp.

Letter and attachments from Rosen, V., Siemens AG Power
Generation Group KWU, to Neuffer, W. J., EPA/ISB.
August 30, 1991. Review of the draft gas turbine ACT
document. :

Wilkes, C. Control of NO, Emissions From Industrial Gas
Turbine Combustion Systems. General Motors Corporation.
Indianapolis, IN. For presentation at the 82nd annual
meeting and exhibition - Anaheim, CA. June 25 to 30, 1989.

P. 5. B
4-15




10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

le6.

17.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Reference 2, p. 4-4.
Referepce 1, p. 3f§.

Letter and attachments from Antos, R.J., Westiﬁghouse
Electric Corporation, to Neuffer, W.J., EPA/ISB.
September 11, 1991. Gas turbine information.

Smith, K., L. Angello, and F. Kurzynske. Design and Testing
of an Ultra-Low NO, Gas Turbine Combustor. The American
Society of Mechanical Engineers. New York. 86-GT-263.
1986. p. 2. .
Cutrone, M., M. Hilt, A. Goyal, E. Ekstedt, and
J Notardonato. Evaluation of Advanced Combustors for Dry
Suppression with Nitrogen Bearing Fuels in Utility and
Inﬁustrlal Gas Turbines. Journal of Engineering for Power.
104: 431 April 1982. b

Letter and attachments from’ Saller, E.D., General Electric
Marine and Industrial Englnes, to Neuffer, W.J., EPA/ISB.
August 29, 1991. Review of the draft gas turbine ACT
document. i

Letter and attachments from Etter, R.G., Koch Industries,

Inc., to Neuffer, W.J., EPA/ISB. Octocber. 17, 1991. Review

- of the draft gas turbine ACT document.

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. Background
Information Document, Review of 1979 Gas Turbine New Source
Performance Standard. Research Triangle Park, NC. Prepared
by Radian Corporation under Contract No. 68-02-38le. -1985.
p. 3-36.

Reference 17, p. 3-93.
Reference 17, pp. 3-39 through 3-41.
National Archives and Recordéihdministration. " Code of

Federal Regulations. 40 CFR '60.335. Washlngton, D.C.
Office of the Federal Register. July 1989. e

- Reference 3, pp. 3-105, 3-106.

Backlund, J., and A. Spoormaker. Experience With NO
Formation/Reduction Caused by Supplementary Firing o¥
Natural Gas in Gas Turbine Exhaust Streams. The American
Society of Mechanlcal Engineers. New York. 85-JPGC-G7-18.
1985. p. 2.




23,

24,

25,

26,

27.

28.

29.

Telecon. Fiorenza, R., Coen Company, with Snyder, R.,
Midwest Research Institute (MRI). March 8, 1991. NO
emissions levels for duct burners operating in gas turbine
exhaust streams.

Letters and attachments from Leonard, G.L., General Electric
Company, to Snyder, R.B., MRI. February 1991. Response to
gas turbine questionnaire.

Letters and attachments from Schorr, M., General Electric
Company, to Snyder, R.B., MRI. March, April 1891. Resgponse
to gas turbine questionnaire.

Letters and attachments from Gurmani, A., Asea Brown Boveri,
to Snyder, R.B., MRI. February 1991. Response to gas
turbine questionnaire.

Letters and attachments from Swingle, Rf, Solar Turbines

Incorporated, to Snyder, R.B., MRI. February 1991.

Response to gas turbine gquestionnaire.

Letters and attachments from Kimsey, D.L., Allison Gas
Turbine Division of General Motors, to Snyder, R.B., MRI.
February 1991. Response to gas turbine gquestionnaire.

Letter and attachment from vanderLinden, S., Asea Brown

" Boveri, to Neuffer, W.J., EPA/ISB. September 16, 1991.

Gas turbine product information.




e

§.0 NO, CONTROL TECHNIQUES

Nationwide NO, emission limits have been established for
stationary gas turbines in the new source performance standards
(NSPS) promulgated in :!.979.1 This standard, summarized in
Table 5-1, effectively sets a limit for new, modified, or
reconstructed gas turbines greater than 10.7 gigajoules per hour
(approximately 3,800 horsepower [hpl) of 75 or 150 parts per
million by volume (ppmv), corrected to 15 percent oxygen (0O,) on
a dry basis, depending upon the size and application of the
turbine. State énd regional regulatory agencies may set more .
restrictive limits, and two organizations have established limits
as -low as 9 ppmv: the South Coast Air Quality Management
Dis;rict (SCAQMD) has defined limits as listed in Table 5-2; and
the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM)
has recommended limits as listed in Table 5-3. .

This chapter discusses the control technigques that are
available to reduce NO, emissions for stationary turbines, the
use of duct burmers, the use of alternate fuels to lower NO,
emissiong, and the applicability of NO, control techniques to
offshore applications. Each control technique is gtructured into
categories to discuss the process description, applicability,
factors that affect performance, and achievable controlled NO,
emission levels. Where information for a technique is limited,
one or more categories may be combined. Section 5.1 describes
wet controls, including water and steam injection. Section.5.2
describes combustion controls, including lean and staged
combustion. Selective catalytic reduction (SCR), a
postcombustion technique, is described in Section 5.3, and the
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TABLE 5-1.

NO, EMISSION LIMITS AS ESTABLISHED BY E NEW
SOURCE PEEFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR GAS TURBINES

@Based on thermal efficiency of 25 percent.

4

NO, limic,

Fuel input ppmv at 1g%
MMBtu/hr Size, MW |Application(s) O,, dry®
<10 1C All None
10-100 1-10°€ All 150
>100 10+€ Utilityd 75

<30¢ Nonutility 150

30 Nonutility None
<100 10€ Regenerative cycle None
All All e [None ]

This limit may be

increased for higher efficiencies by multiplying the limit in

the table by 14.4/actual heat rate, in kJ/watt-hr.

ba fuel-bound nitrogen allowance may be added to the limits
listed in the table according toithe table listed below:

- Fuel-bound nitrogen (N},

percent by weight .

.015

nz
OIA

N 0
0.015 <«
0.1 <« N
N 0.25

‘¢ OJA

CBased on gas turbine heat rate of.10,000 Btu/kW-hr.

0
.2

.1
5

Allowable increase, ppmv
0
400 x N

40 + [6.7 x (N - 0.1)]

50

dan installation is considered a utility if more than 1/3 of its
potential electrical ocutput is sold.
©Emergency/stand-by, military (except garrison facilities),

military training, research and development, firefighting, and

emergency fuel operation appli

emigsion limits.

=

i,
3

i

Ercaert

cations are exempt from NO,
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TABLE 5-2. NO, COMPLIANCE LIMITS AS ESTABLISHED BY THE
SOUTH COAST ﬁIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (SCAQMD)

FOR EXISTING TURBINES. RULE 1134. ADOPTED AUGUST 1989.2%:2

NO, limit, ppmv, 15%
[Unit size, megawatt rating (MW) o dr;£ :
lo.3 to <2.9 vw ' 25
2.9 to <10.0 MW ‘ 9 i
2.9 to <10.0 MW 15 J
o SCR I
10.0 MW and over S
10.0 MW and over 12
o SCR
GO‘MW and over 15 i
Combined cycle |
o SCR
60 MW and over : 9
Combined cycle
kompliance limit = Reference limit X EFF/25 percent
where: ) ' ' _
EFF = , 3,413 x 100% -
Actual heat rate at HHV of fuel (Btu/kW-hr)
or -
EFF® = (Manufacturer’s rated efficiency at LHV) x %%%

=  —___——— — ~——— — ——

aThe NO, reference limits to be effective by December 31, 1995.

bAveraged over 15 consecutive minutes.

CEFF = the demonstrated percent efficiency of the gas turbine
only. as calculated without consideration of any
down-stream energy recovery from the actual heat rate
(Btu/kW-hr), or 1.34 (Btu/hp-hr); corrected to the higher
heating value (HHV) of the fuel and ISO conditions, as
measured at peak load for that facility; or the
manufacturer’s continuous rated percent efficiency
(manufacturer’s rated efficiency) of the gas turbine
after correction £rom lower heating value (LHV) to the
HHV of the fuel, whichever efficiency is higher. The
value of EFF shall not be less than 25 percent. Gas
turbines with lower efficiencies will be assigned a
25 percent efficiency for this calculation.




T TABLE 5-3. NO, EMISSION LIMITS RECOMMENDED BY THE NORTHEAST
i STATES FOR COORDINATED AIR USE MANAGEMENT (NESCAUM)

NEW TURBINES3

_;____________________#__________ﬂ;__r_________________
Fuel input, ‘ .
“ MMRtu/hx Size, Mw? - Fuel type NO, limit, ppmvP

1-100 ) 1-10 & Gas 42

-
T

0il 65
e >100 10+ « Gas - g€
0il 9¢

" "
L . Gas/oil back-up 9C/18% d-

0 K L
Apaped on gas turbine heat rate of 10,000 Btu/kW-hr.
ry basis, corrected to 15 percent oxygen.
®Baged on use of selective catalytic reduction (SCR). Limita for operation
without SCR, where permitted, should be the turbine manufacturer‘s lowest
&

. guaranteed NO,. limit. i
d X R
" ® Based on the uge of SCR and a fuel-bound nitrogen content of 600 ppm or
o less. ' , .
P P
l‘[‘l h "
! | EXISTING TURBINES? :
]
_ Operating : g NO, emission limit,
!.‘ ) cycle © Puel ‘ ppmv, 15 percent O,
rtﬂ{_ . Gas, no oil back-up - 55 e
e oil:- s
g simple ‘
;‘!?. Gas, with oil back-up 55. (Gas fuel)
L ob - T 75 {0il fuel)
i - - - - :
l;u; Gas, no oil .back-up 42
iih” Cembined __0il® - 65
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combination of SCR with other control technigques is described in
Section 5.4. Emissions from duct burners and their impact on
total NO, emissions are described in Section 5.5. Section 5.6
describes NO, emission impacts when using alternate fuels. Two
control technigues that show potential for future use, selective
noncatalytic reduction (SNCR) and catalytic combustion, are
described in Sections 5.7 and 5.8, respectively. Control
technologies for offshore oil platforms are described in

Section 5.9. Finally, references for Chapter 5 are found in
Section 5.10,.

5.1 WET CONTROLS

The injection of either water or steam directly into the
- combustor lowers the flame temperature and thereby reduces
therﬁal NO, formation. This control technique is available from
all gas turbine manufacturers contacted for this stu@y.s'll

The process description, applicability, factors affecting
performance, emissions data and manufacturers’ guarantees,
impacts on other“emissions, and gas turbine performance and
maintenance impacts~are discussed in this section.

5.1.1 Process Degcription '

Injecting water 'into the flame area of a turbine combustor
provides a heat sink that lowers the flame temperature and
thereby reduces thermal NO, formation. Injection rates for both
water and steam are usually described by a water-to-fuel ratio
(WFR) and are usually given on a weight basis (e.g., lb water to
lb fuel).

A water injection system consists of a water treatment
system, pump(s), water metering valves and instrumentation,
turbine-mounted injection nozzles, and the necesgsary .
interconnecting piping. Water purity is essential to prevent or
mitigate erosion and/or the formation of deposits in the hot
‘'section of the turbine; Table 5-4 summarizes the water quality
specifications for eight gas turbine manufacturers.

In a steam injection system, steam replaces water as the
injected fluid. The injection system is similar to that for
water injection, but the pump is replaced by a steam-producing

5-5
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boiler. This boiler is usually a heat recovery steam generator
(HRSG) that recovers the gas turbine exhaust heat and generates
steam. The balance of the steam system isg similar to the water
injection system. The water treatment required for boiler feed
water to the HRSG yields a steam quality that is suitable for
injection into the turbine. The additional steam requirement for
NO, control, however, may require that additional capacity be
added to the boiler feed water treatment system.

Another technique that is‘commercially available for
oil-fired aeroderivative and industrial turbines uses a
water-in-oil emulsion to reduce NO, emissions. This technique
introduces water into the combustion process by emulsifying water

‘in the fuel oil prior to injection. This emulsion has a water

content of 20 to 50 percent by volume and is finely dispersed and
chemically stabilized in the oil phase. The principle of NO,
control is gimilar to conventional water injection, but the
uniform dispersion of the water in the oil provides greater NO,

reduction than conventional water injection at similar WFR's .13

A water-in-oil emulsion injection system consists of i
mechanical emulsification equipment, chemical stabilizer
injection equipment, water metering valves, chemical storage and
metering valves, and instrumentation. In most cases the
emulsifying system can be retrofitted to the existing fuel
delivery system, which eliminates the requirement for a separate
delivery system for water injection. At multiunit installations,
one emulsion system can be used to supply emulsified fuel to
gseveral turbines. For dual fuel turbines, the emulsion can be
injected through the oil fuel system to control NO, emissions.1®

Data provided by the vendor for this technique indicates
that testing has been performed on oil-fired turbines -operating
in peaking duty. Long-term testing has not been completed at
this point to quantify the long-term effects of the emulsifier on
the operation and maintenance of the turbine.




5.1.2 Applicability of Wet Controls

Wet controls have been applied effectively to both
aeroderivative and heavy-duty gas, turbines and to all
conflguratlons except regeneratlve cycle appllcat::Lons.20 It is
expected that wet controls can be used with regenerative cycle
5j:7 turbines, but no such 1nstallat10ns were identified. All
:ﬁfh_ manufacturers contacted have water injection control systems
| ‘available for their gas turbine mpdels, many alsc offer steam
) injection control systems. Where both gsystems are available, the
i | decision of which control to use depends upon steam availability
}:?'_ and economic factors specific to,eech site.

' Wet controls can be added aséa retrofit to most gas turbine
f_.'_ installations. In the case of waﬁer injection, one limitation is
R " the possible unavailability of injection nozzles for turbines

o operating in dual fuel appllcatlons. In this application, the
o ~ injection nozzle as designed by the manufacturer may not

AR physically accommodate a third injection port for water

o injection. This limitation also epplies to steam injection. In
1M: addition, steam injection is not an available control optlon from

%Q‘ﬁf some gas turbine manufacturers.

%4%, 5.1.3 e_Perfe 2 of We

%ﬂ&ﬁ The WFR is the most 1mportant factor affectlng the

Fﬁ;?l' performance of wet controls. Other factors affecting performance

ﬂFJ ' are the combustor geometry and 1njectlon nozzle(s) design and the

Jx?ﬁ: fuel - bound nitrogen (FBN) content., These factors are discussed
o

!!ff< below. - .

”ﬁtt' , The WFR has a significant imgect_on NO, emissions.

w5$~ , Tables 5-5 and 5-6 provide NO, reduction and WFR’s for natural
\“HL gas and distillate oil fuels, respECtively, based on information
.”ap' provided by gas turbine manufacturers. For natural gas .fuel,

-w$ WFR’s for water or steam injection; range from 0.33 to 2.48 to
Wm@ achieve coﬁtrolied'NOx emission le§els ranging from

ﬁ*ﬂ | 25 to 75 ppmv, corrected to 15 percent oxygen. For oil fuel,

\if WFR’'s range from 0.46 to 2.28 to a%hieve controlled NO, emission
levels ranging from 42 to 110 ppmv, corrected to 15 percent
oxygen. Nitrogen oxide reduction efflciency increases as the WFR

5 8




TABLE 5-5. MANUFACTURER’S GUARANTEED NO. REDUCTTION EFFICIENCIES
AND ESTIMATED WATER-TO-FUEL ﬁTfE)S EQR NATURAL
GAS FUEL ODPERATION®- 1-2

NO, emission levels, ppmv at 15% O4/NQ, percent | Water-to-fuel ratio (Ib water to
reduction _ Ib fuel)
Manufacturer/model Uncontrolled | Water injection | Steam injection | Water injection | Steam injection
General Electric '
LM1600 133 42%/68 25/81 0.61 1.49
LM2500 174 422776 25/86 0.73 1.46
LMS000 185 428177 25/87 0.63 1.67
LM6000 220 42481 25/89 0.68 1.67
MS5001P 142 42/70 42/70 0.72 1.08
MS6001B 148 42/72 421 0.77 1.16
MS7001E 154 4273 4273 0.81 1.22
MS7001F 210 42/30 42/80 0.79 1.34
MS9001E 161 42/74 42/74 0.78 1.18
MS9001F 210 YY1 42/80 NAb _ NAb
Asea Brown Boveri
GT10 150 25/83 a2 0.93 1.07
GTS 430 25/94 29/93 1.86 - 2.48
GT1IN 390 25194 25/94 1.76 2.47
GT35 300 42/86 60/80 1.00 1.20
Solar Turbines, Inc, ’
T-1500 Satura 3 99 42/58 NAS/NACS . 033 NA®
T-4500 Centaur T 130 42/68 | NAS/NAC 0.61 NAC - -
Type H Centaur 105 | 42/60 NACS/NA® 0.70 NAS -
Taurus 114 42/63 NAS/NAC 0.79 NAS
T-12000 Mars 178 42176 NAS/NAC 0.91 NAS
T-14000 Mars _ 199 42/79 NAS/NAS 1.14 NAS
Allison/GM )
501-KBS 155 21 4273 0.80 1.53.
501-KCS 174 42176 NAS/NAC NAb NAS
501-KH 155 4T3 25/84 NAP NAY
570-K 101 42/58 NAS/NAC NAb NA®
571-K 101 42/58 NAC/NAS 0.80 NAS
Westinghouse
251B11/12 220 4281 25/89 1.0 1.3
501D5 190 25/87 25/87 1.6 1.6
Siemens
l V84.2 212 42/30 55174 2.0 2.0
: Vv94.2 212 5574 55174 1.6 1.6
V64.3 . 380 75/80 75/80 1.6 1.4 |
V84.3 180 75/80 75/80 1.6 1.4
Vv94.3 180 75/80 75/80 1.6 1.4
l——————-_;—# |

8a NO, emissions level of 25 ppmv can be achieved, but turbine maintenance requirements increase over those
required for 42 ppmv.
ata not available,
“Steam injection is not available from the manufacturer for this turbine operating on natural gas fuel,




TABLE 5-6. MANUFACTURER’S GUARANTEED NOl REDUCTION EFFICIENCIES

AND ESTIMATED WATER-TO-FUEL R.éT{?ﬁzlic_)g. 4,DISTILLATE
P OIL FUEL OPERATION> 11/
P NO,_emissions level, ppmv at 15% O/NO, | Water-to-fuel ratio (Ib water to
! ) percent reduction . b fuel)
' Manufacturer/model Uncontrolled | Water injection | Steam injection | Water injection | Steam injection
; Generai Electric R _ .
S LM1600 ' 237 42/82 75/70 NAS Na2
R LM2500 345 42/88 75178 0.99 NA?
LM5000 ' 364 42/88 110770 NA?2 NA2
LM6000 417 42/90 110/74 NA2 NA2
) MSS001P 211 65/69 '65/69 0.79 1.06
. | Mssoo1B 267 65/76 65176 0.73 1.20
i MS7001E 228 65/72 65/72 0.67 1.19
MST001F 53 | 65/82 65177 0.72 1.35
. MS9001E 241 65/73 | 65/72 0.65 1.16
LI MS9001F ~ 353 65/82 63/76 NA? NA?
‘ Asea Brown Boveri i '
GTI0 200 42119 - 42/79 0.75 1.25
GTS 680 42/94 60/91 1.62 2.15
S S GTI1IN 560 42/38 42/93 1.50 2.28
4 GT35 360 42/38 60/83 1.00 1.20
e , Solar Turbines, Inc. '
Ao T-1500 Saturn . 150 60/60 NabNab | . 046 Nab
I T-4500 Centaur 179 . 60/66 NAb/NAD © 0.60 NAb - -
By ‘Type H Centaur . 160 60/63 NAP/NAD . 072 NAb
ol Taurus 168 60/64 | NAP/NAD 0.9 NAP
SE “T-12000 Mars 267 60/78 NAb/NAD 1.00 NAD
! : T-14000 Mars NA? 60/NA® | Nab/Nab NA2 NAP
1"!-' L Allison/GM
! | 501-KB5 231 56/76 .| NAb/NAP NA® - NAb
5.;, . 501-KC5 NA? NA%NA2 “| NAb/NAP NAS NaP
o B * 501-KH , 231 56/76% 50/78 NA? NAZ
‘*;1‘;,, | 570-K 182 65/64® | NAP/NAP Na#8 NAD
ll;!; I 571K 182 65/64 | NAD/NAD NA® NAD
(VI o
‘l o 251B11/12 355 65/82 42/88 1.0 1.8
e 501D5 250 " 42/83 42/83 1.0 1.6
| ‘in‘*l : Siemens _
il Vs4.2 360 42/88 - 55/85 1.4 2.0
fihe V94.2 . 360 42/88 - 55/85 1.4 1.6
it V64.3 530 75/86 75/86 1.2 1.4
i V84.3 530 75/86 75/86 1.2 1.4
. V94.3 530 .. 75186 | 75/86 1.2 1.4

2Data not available. *’i
bSteam injection is not available from the manufacturer for this turbine operating on oil fuel.




Iy

increases. As shown in Tables 5-5 and 5-6, reduction
efficiencies of 70 to 90 percent are common. Note that, in
general, the WFR's for steam are higher than for water injection
because water acts as a better heat sink than steam due to the
heat absorbed by vaporization; therefore, higher levels of steam
than water must be injected for a given reduction level.

The combustor geometry and injection nozzle design and
location alsc affect the performance of wet controls. For

‘maximum NO, reduction efficiency, the water must be atomized and

injected in a spray pattern that provides a homogeneous mixture
of water droplets and fuel in the combustor. Failure to achieve
this mixing yields localized hot spots in the combustor that
produce increased NO, emissions.

The type of fuel affects the performance of wet controls.
In general, lower controlled NO, emission levels can be achieved

with gaseous fuels than with oil fuels. The FBN content also

affects the performance of wet controls. Those fuels with
relatively high hitrogen content, such as coal-derived liquids, .
shale oil, ‘and residual oils, result in significant fuel NO,. '
formation. Natural gas and most distillate oils are low-nitrogen
fuels. Consequently, fuel NO, formation is minimal when these
fuels are burned.

Wet controls serve only to lower the flame temperature and
therefore are an effective control only for thermal NO,
formation; water injection may in fact increase the rate of fuel
NO, formation, as shown in Figure 5-1.25 The mechanisms
responsible for this potential increase were not identified.
5.1.4 Achievable NO, . Emissions lLevels Using Wet Controls

This section presents the achievable controlled NO, emission
levels for wet injection, as guaranteed by gas turbine
manufacturers. Emission test data, obtained using EPA Test
Method 20 or equivalent, are also presented.

Guaranteed NO, emission levels as provided by gas turbine
manufacturers for wet controls are shown in Figures 5-2 and 5-3.
These figures show manufacturers’ guaranteed NO, emission levels
of 42 ppmv for most natural gas-fired turbines, and from 42 to

5-11
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75 ppmv for most oil-fired turbines. The percent reduction in
NO, emissions varies for each turbine, ranging from 60 to

94 percent depending upon each model’s uncontrolled emission
level and whether water or steam is injected.

Emissions data for water and steam injection are presented
to show the effects of wet injection on NO, emissions. These
data show:

1. That NO, emissions decrease with increasing WFR's; and

2. That NO, emissions are higher for oil fuel than for
natural gas.

From the available data, reduction efficiencies of 70 to
over 85 percent were achieved. fhe emission data and WFR’s shown
for specific turbine models may not reflect the emission levels
of current production models, since manufacturers periodically
update or otherwise modify their turbines, thereby altering
specific emissions levels.

Each emission test in the following figures consists of one
or more data points. Where data points were obtained under
similar conditions, they are grouped together and presented as a
single test. For these cases, each data point, along with the
arithmetic average of all of the data points, is shown.

The nomenclature used to identify the tests consists of two
letters followed by a number. The first letter of the two-letter
designator specifies the turbine type. These types are as
follows:

Turbine type

Aircraft-derivative turbine
Heavy-duty turbine

Small and low-efficiency turbine (less

than 7.5 MW output, less than
30 percent simple-cycle efficiency)

e e
]

The second letter identifies the facility. The number identifies
the number of tests performed at the facility. Tests performed
at the same facility on different turbines or at different times
have the same two-letter desigpator but are followed by different
test numbers. The short horizontal lines represent the average
of the test data. '

5-1S5
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Also presented are the available data on the turbine, wet
controls, uncontrolled NO, emissions, percent NO, reduction, and
fuel type. All of the data shown are representative of the

"performance of wet controls when the turbine is operated at base

load or peak load. These loads represent the worst-case
conditions for NO, emission reduction. Information on the WFR,

‘turbine model, efficiency, control type, and fuel are included

with the emission test data.

Figures 5-4, 5-5, and 5-6 present the emission test data for
water injection on turbines fired with natural gas. These
turbines have NO, emissions ranging from approximately 20 to
105 ppm w1th WFR’'s ranging from 0 16 to 1.32. Turbine sizes
range from 2.8 to 97 MW. Based on these data, water injection is
effective on allltypes of gas turbines and NO, emission levels
decrease as the WFR increases. However, some turbines require a.
higher WFR to meet a specific emission level. For example, the
gasg turbines at sites HH and HC.(Figure 5-6) require much higher
WFR'S to achieve NO, emission levels similar to the other gas ..
turbine models shown. This particular gas turbine also has the
highest uncontrolled NO, emission levels. Conversely, the gas
turbine at site AH, shown in Figure 5-5, has the lowest
uncontrolled NO, emission level and_requires‘the least amount of
water to achieve a given emission!level.: Uncontrolled NO,
emigsion levels vary for different turbine models depending upon
design‘fectors such as efficiency; firing temperature, and the
extent of combustion controls incorporated in the combustor
design (see Section 4.2.1.1). In'general, aircraft-derivative
and heavy-duty gas turbines require similar WFR’s to achieve a )
specific emission level. Small, iow-efficiency gas turbines
require less water to achieve a specific emission level.

The NO, emissions for turbines firing distillate oil are
shown in Figures §-7, 5-8, and 5- 9 The data range from
approximately 30 to 135 ppm, with WFR's ranging from 0.24 to
1.31. The gas turbine sizes range from 1% to 95 MW. The data
for distillate oil-fired turbines: show the same general trends as
the data for natural gas-fired turbines. Site HH (Figure 5-9)

5-16
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Effictency (%) 28 28 T | 28 % A = Annylar
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Figure 5-4. Nitrogen oxide emission test data for small,
low efficiency gas turbines with wgter injection firing
natural gas.
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Load Base Base Base Base Base Base
Range of W/F 0.24 0.46 g.51- 0.72 0.73- 0.68-
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Controls . w0
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Figure 5-7. Nitrogen oxide emission test data for aircraft-
derivative gas turbines with wate2:7 injection firing
distillate oil.
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again shows that higher WFR’s are required due to the high
uncontrolled NO, emissions from this gas turbine. Also, by
comparing the emission data for the distillate oil-fired turbines
and natural gas-fired turbines, the data show that burning
distillate o0il requires higher WFR’s than does burning natural
gas for a given level of NO, emissions. Higher WFR’s are
required because distillate oil produces higher uncontrolled NO,.
levels than does natural gas (see Section 4.2.1.2). .

The NO, emission test data for, steam injection are presented
in Figures 5-10 and 5-11 for natural gas-fired turbines and
distillate oil-fired turbines, respectively. The turbines firing
natural gas have NO, emissions ranging from approximately 40 to
80 ppm, with WFR'’s ranging from 0.50 to 1.02. The gas turbine
sizes range from 30 to 70 MW.

The NO, emissions for turbines firing distillate oil range
from approximately 65 to 95 ppm, with WFR’s ranging from 0.65 to
1.01, and the gaé.turbine sizes tested were 36 and 70 MW. Fewer
data points are available for steam injection than for water
injection. However, the available data for both distillate oil-
fired and natural gas-fired turbines show that NO, emissions
decrease as the steam-to-fuel ratio increases.

Reductions in NO, emissions similar to water injection with
oil-fired turbines have been achieved using water-in-oil
emulsions. Results of emission tests for four turbines are shown
in Table 5-7. The controlled NO, emissions range from 29 to
60 ppmv, corresponding to NO, reductions of 54 to 77 percent.19
The controlled NO, emission levels and percent reduction are
consistent with those achieved using conventional water
injection. Limited testing has shown that the emulsion achieves
a given NO, reduction level with a lower WFR than does a separate
water injection arrangement. Test data for one oil-fired turbine
showing a comparison of the WFR’s for a water-in-oil emulsion
versus a separate water injection system are shown in '
Figure 5-12. As shown here, NO, reductions achieved by a water
injection system at a WFR of 1.0 can be achieved by a
water-in-oil emulsion at a WFR of 0.6. )
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Figure 5-11. Nitrogen oxide emission test data for gas turbines
' with steam injection firing distillate oil.




TABLE 5-7. ACHIEVABLE GAS TURBINE NO, EMISSION REDUCTIONS
FOR OIL-FIRED TURBINES USING WATEK- IN-OIL EMULSIONSI?

NO, emissions, ppmv
at 15 percent O,

Turbine Turbine Power Water-to- Percent
manufacturer model output, MW fuel ratio Uncontrolled Controlled | reduction

Turbo Power Ad 35 0.65 184 53 68

and Marine ;

A9 i3 0.55 150 50 66

A9 33 0.92 126 29 77

" General Electric | MS5001 15 0.49 131 60 54
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[

On a mass basig, the reduction in NO, emissions using water
infection is shown in Table 5-8; Table 5-9 shows corresponding
reductions for steam injection. As an example, a 21.8 MW turbine
burning natural gas fuel can reduce NO, emissions by 452 tons/yr
(8,000 hours operation) using water injection and 511 tons/yr
uging steam injection. This same turbine burning o0il fuel will
reduce annual NO, emissions by 1,040 tons using water injection
and by 925 tons using steam injection.

5.1.5 Impac Wet Control _CO.and iggions

While carbon mcnoxide (CO) apd hydrocarbon (HC) emissions
are relatively low for most gas turbines, water injection may
increase these emissions. Figure 5-13 shows the impact of water
injection on CO emissions for several production gas turbines.

In many turbines, CO emissions increase as the WFR increases,

especially at WFR's above 0.8. Steam injection also increases
CO emissions at relatively high WFR’s, but the impact is less

than that of water injec!:ion.zg'30

Water -and steam injection also increase HC emissions, but to
a legser extent than CO emissions.22/30 The effect of water
injection on HC emissions for one turbine is shown in
Figure 5-14. Like CO emissions, hydrocarbon emissions increase
at WFR's above 0.8,

For appllcatlons where the water or steam injection. rates
requlred for NO, emission reductions result in excess CO and/or
HC em1851ons, it may be possible to select an alternative turbine
and/or fuel with a relatively flat CO curve, as indicated in

- Figqure 5-13. Another alternative is an oxidation catalyst to

.-

reduce these emissions. This oxidation catalyst is an add-on
control device that is placed in the turbine exhaust duct or HRSG
and serves to oxidize CO and HC to H,0 and CO,. The catalyst
material is usually a precious metal (platinum, palladium, or
rhodium), and oxidation eff1c1encies of 90 percent or higher can
be achieved. The oxidation process takes place spontanecusly,
without the requirement for introducing reactants (such as

ammonia) into the flue gas stream. 31




TABLE 5-8. UNCONTROLLED NO, EMISSIONS AND POTENTIAL NO,.

REDUCTIONS FOR GAS TURBfiIES USING WATER INJECTION

a
b

Jpmv to lb/hr.

Power output at ISO conditions, without wet injection,
Based on ppmv levels shown in Tables 5-5 and 5-6. See Appendix A for conversion from

dBased on 8,000 hours operation per year.

Data not available.
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with natural gas fuel.

, NGO, emissions
Uncontrolled Controlled NO, reduction

Gas turbine Power Gas fuel, | Oil fug, Gas fugl, | Oil fug, Gas fuel, | Oil fuel,
model output, MW2 | |b/hr tb/hr Ib/hr Ib/hr tons/yr® | tons/yr®
Saturn 1.1 6.4 9,9 2.8 4.1 14.3 23.3
Centaur 3.3 22.0 31.2 1.4 10.8 58.5 81.5
Centaur "H" 4.0 20.8 32.6 8.6 12.7 48.6 79.8
Taurus 4.5 24.7 37.6 9.4 13.9 61.1 94.9
Mars T-12000 8.8 69.4 107 17.0 24.9 210 329
Mars T-14000 10.0 85.4 NA9 18.7 Nad 267 Nad
501-KB5 4.0 31.6 48.5 3.9 12.2 90.9 145
570-K 4.9 22.7 41.0 9.8 15.2 51.8 103
571K 5.9 24.2 44.0 10.4 16.3 55.1 111
LM1600 14.0 74.1 127 22.4 23.2 207 414
LM2500 22.7 146 301 36.4 37.9 438 1,050
LMS5000 34.5 232 474 54.5 56.6 710 1,670
LM6000 43.0 310 - 609 61.3 63.5 996 2,180
MSS001P 26.8 181 274 55.5 87.4 503 747
MS6001B 39.0 250 459 73.2 116 704 1,370
MS7001E 84.7. 544 822 | 154 243 1,560 2,320
MS7001F 161 1,290 2,190 267 417 4,090 7,090
MS9001E 125° 810 1,320 219 369 2,370 3,820
MS9001F 229 1,850 3,150 382 600 5,850 10,200 -
GT3 47.4 899 1,440 54.1 92.3 3,380 5,410
GT10 22.6 143 196 24.6 42.6 472 614
GT1IN 83.3 1,350 1,990 99.0 154 5,060 7,334
GT35 16.9 214 264 30.9 31.9 730 929
251B11/12 49.2 453 741 89.5 141 1,450 2,400
501D5 109 843 1,120 115 196 2,910 3,710
V84.2 105 858 1,570 176 190 2,730 5,520
V94,2 153 1,250 2,290 335 276 3,650 8,050
V64.3 61.5 359 1,290 176 188 2,740 4,390
V84.3 141 1,930 2,910 395 426 6,150 9,920
V94,3 204 2,790 4,170 571 611 3,890 14,200




TABLE 5-9. UNCONTROLLED NO, EMISSIONS AND POTENTIAL
- _NO.. REDUCTIONS FOR GAS TURBff\IES'v USING STEAM INJECTION

w
_ NO, emissions
Uncontrolled Controlled NO, reduction
Power
G . outpuat, Gas fugl, | Oil fu% . | Gas fuel, | Qil fug , | Gas fug'ld Oil ﬁx%l,d -
as turbine model MW 1b/hr ‘Ib/hr Ib/hr lb/hr tons/yr tons/yr

Saturn 1.1 6.4 9.9 6.4 - 9.9 0 0
Centaur 3.3 22.0 31.2 22.0 31.2 0 0
Centaur "H" 4.0 20.8 32.6 20.8 32.6 0 0
Taurus 4.5 24.7 37.6 24.7 © 37.6 0 0
Mars T-12000 8.8 69.4 107 69.4 107 0 0
501-KB5 4.0 31.6 43.5 8.6 48.5 194 0
570-K 4.9 22.7 41.0 22.7 41.0 0 0
571-K 5.9 24.2 44.0 24.2 44.0 0 0
LM1600 14.0 74.1 127 | 13.0 40.5 245 345
1.M2500 22.7 146 301 21.2 66.0 499 938
LM5000 34.5 232 474 31.7 145 802 1,320
LM&000 43.0 310 609 35.6 162 1,100 1,790
MS5001P 26.8 181 | 274 54.1 85.3 508 755
MS6001B ‘ 39.0 © 250 459 71.4 113 711 1,380
MS7001E 284.7 544 822 150 237 1,580 2,340
MS7001F 161 1,200 | 2,190 260 407 4,110 7,130_
MSS001E 125 810 1,320 214 360 2,390 3,850
MS9Q01F 229 1,850 3,150 373 585 5,890 10,200
GT3 47.4 899 - 1,440 61.21- - 129 3,350 5,260
GT10 22.6 143 196 - 40.4 41.6 410 { | 618
GTI1IN 83.3 1,350 1,990~ 147 151 4,830 7,350
GT35 ' 16.9 214 264° 43.1 44.4 - 681 878
251B11/12 49,2 453 741 52.0 88.6 1,600 2,610
501D5 109 843 1,120° 112 191 2,920 3,730
V84.2 105 858 1,570 225 242 2,530 - 5,310
V94.2 153 1,250 3,290 327 353 3,690 7,740
V64.3 61.5 859 |- 1,290 171 184 2,750 4,410
V843 141 1,930 2,910 386 415 6,190 9,960
V94.3 204 2,790 4,170 557 596 8,940 | 14,300

2power output at ISO conditions, without wet injection, with natural gas fuel.
on ppmv levels shown in Tables 5-5 and 5-6. See Appendix A for conversion from ppmv to lb/hr,

gBased on 8,000 hours operation per year. :
A value of zero indicates that steam injection is not available for this gas turbine model,
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5.1.6 Impacts of Wet Controlg on Gas Turbine Performance

Wet controls affect gas turbine performance in two ways:
power output increases and efficiency decreases. The energy from
the added mass flow and heat capacity of the injected water or
steam can be recovered in the turbine, which results in an
increase in power output. For water injection, the fuel energy
required to vaporize the water in the turbine combustor, however,
results in a net penalty to the overall efficiency of the
turbine. For steam injection, there is an energy penalty
associated with generating the. steam, which results in a net
penalty to the overall cycle efficiency. Where the steam source
is exhaust heat, which would otherwise be exhausted to the
atmogphere, the heat recovery results in a net gain in gas

32 The actual efficiency reduction associated

turbine efficiency.
with wet controls is specific to each turbine and the actual WFR
required to meet a specific ﬁOx reduction. The overall
efficiency penalty increases with increasing WFR and is usually
higher for water injection than for steam injection due to the .

heat of vaporization associated with water. The impacts on

output and efficiency for one manufacturer’s gas turbines are
shown in Table 5-10.
5.1.7 Impacts of Wet Controls on Gas Turbine Maintenance

Water injection increases dynamic pressure oscillation

activity in the turbine combustor. 33

This activity can, in some
turbine models, increase erosion and weér in the hot section of
the turbine, thereby increasing maintenance requirements. As a
result, the turbine must be removed from service more frequently
for inspection and repairs to the hot section components. A
summary of the maiﬁtenance impacts as provided by manufacturers
is shown in Table 5-11. As this table shows, the maintenance
impact, if any, varies from manufacturer to manufacturer and
model to model. Some manufacturers stated that there is no
impact on maintenance intervals associated with water or steam
injection for their turbine models. Data were provided only for
operation with natural gas.




TABLE 5-10.

REPRESENTATIVE WATER/STEAM INJECTION

IMPACTS ON GAS TURBINE PERFORMANCE FOR_ONE

MANUFACTURER'’'S HEAVY-DUTY TURBINES

Percent

No, : overall Percent

level, Water/fuel | efficiency output

| ppmv ratio change change? | Remarks

75 NSPS 0.5 -1.8 +3 Cil-fired, simple
cycle, water
injection

42 1.0 <-3 . +5 Natural gas,

: simple cycle,

water injection

42 1.2 -2 +5 Natural gas,
combined cycle,
steam injection

25 1.2 -4 +6 Natural gas,
water injection,
multinozzle
combustor

25 1.3 -3 Natural gas,

4Compared with no injection.

+5.5

‘"steam injection,

combined cycle
(Frame 6 turbine
model)




TABLE 5-11. IMPACTS OF WET CONTROLS QN GAS TURBINE MAINTENANCE
USING NATURAL GAS FUEL>-11.,17,24

2Applies only to 25 ppmv level. No impact for 42 ppmv.

is interval applies to time between overhaul (TBO).

CSteam injection is not available for this model.

dData not available.
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Standard Water Steam Water Steam
Manufacturer/Model | combustor injection injection Standard injection injection
General Electric
LM1600 133 42/25 25 25,000 16,000% 25,000
LM2500 174 4225 25 25,000 16,000 25,000
LM5000 185 42/25 25 25,000 16,0007 25,000
LM6000 220 42/25 25 25,000 16,0002 25,000
MS5001P 142 42 42 12,000 6,000 6,000
MS6001B 148 42 42 12,000 6,000 8,000
MS7001E 154 42 42 8,000 6,500 8,000
MS7001F 179 42 42 8,000 8,000 8,000
MS9001E 176 42 42 8,000 6,500 3,000
MS9001F 176 42 42 8,000 8,000 8,000
Asea Brown Boveri ’
GT10 150 25 42 80,0000 80,000° | 80,000
GTS 430 25 29 24,000 24,000 24,000
GT1IN 400 25 25 24,000 24,000 24,000
.GT35 - 300 42 60 80,000 80,000® | 80,0000
Siemens Power Corp.
V84.2 ‘ 212 42 55 25,000 25,000 25,000
Va4.2 212 55 55 25,000 25,000 25,000
V64.3 380 75 75 25,000 25,000 |. 25,000
V84,3 - 380 75 75 25,000 25,000 25,000
V943 380 75 75 25,000 25,000 25,000 -
Solar Turbines, Inc, :
T-1500 Saturn 99 42 NAC Nad Nad ‘NAC
T-4500 Centaur 150 42 NAC Nad Nad NAS
Type H Centaur 105 42 NAS Nad NAd NAC
Taurus 114 42 NAS Nad NAd NAS
T-12000 Mars 178 42 NAS NAS Nad NAS
T-14000 Mars 199 42 NAS Nad Nad NAS
Allison/General
Motors
501-KBS 155 ' 42 NAS 25,000 17,000 Nad
501-KCS 174 42 NA® 30,000 22,000 Nad
501-KH 155 42 25 25,000 17,000 20,
570-K 101 42 NA® 20,000 12,000 NA
571K 101 42 NAS 20,000 12,000 NA
Westinghouse
251B11/12 220 a2 25 8,000 - 8,000 8,000
501D5 * 190 25 25 8,000 8,000 8,000




5.2 COMBUSTION CONTRCLS

The formation of both thermal NO, and fuel NO, depends upon
combustion conditions, so modification of these conditions
affects NO, formation. The following combustion modifications
are used to control NO, emission levels:

1. Lean combustion;

2. Reduced combustor residence time;

3. Lean premixed combustion; and

4. Two-stage rich/lean combustion.

These combustion modifications can be applied singly or in
combination to control NO, emissions.

The mechanisms by which each of these technigques reduce NO,
formation, their applicabiiity to new gas turbines, and the
design or operating factors that influence NO, reduction
performance are discussed below by control technigque.

5.2.1 Lean Combustion and Reduced C tor Residence Time
5.2.1.1 Procegs Description. Gas turbine combustorsg were

originally designed to operate with a primary zone equivalence. .
ratio of approximately 1.0. (An equivalence ratio of 1.0
indicates a stoichiometric ratio of fuel and air. —Equivalence
ratios below 1.0 indicate fuel-lean conditions, and ratios above
1.0 indicate fuel-rich conditions.) With lean combustion, the
additional excess air cools the flame, which reduces the peak
flame temperature and reduces the rate of thermal NO,
formation.34 )

In all gas turbine combustor designs, the high-temperature
combustion gases are cooled with dilution air to an acceptable
temperature prior to entering the turbine. . This dilution air
rapidly <cools the hot gases to temperétures below those réquired
for thermal NO,. formation. With reduced residence time '
combustors, dilution air is added sconer than with standard
combustors. Because the combustion gases are at a high
temperature for a shorter time, the amount of thermal NO,, formed
decreases.34 '

Shortening the residence time of the cbmbustion products at

high temperatures may result in increased CO and HC emissions if

5-36




no other changes are made in the combustor. In order to avoid
increases in CO and HC emissions, combustors with reduced
residence time also incorporate design changes in the air
distribution ports to promote turbulence, which improves fuel/air
mixing and reduces the time requifed for the combustion process
_to be completed. These designs may also incorporate fuel/air
premixing chambers. Therefore, the differences between reduced
residence time combustors and standard combustors are the
placement of the air ports, the. design of the circulation flow
patterns in the combustor, and a shorter combustor length.3%

5.2.1.2 Applicability. Lean primary zone combustion and
reduced residence time combustion have been applied to annular,
can-annular, and silc combustor des:‘.tgns;._:‘“-":y7 Almost all gas
turbines presently being manufactured incorporate lean combustion .
and/or reduced residence time to some extent in their combustor
designs, incorporating these features into production models
since 1975.38,39 _However, the varying uncontrolled NO, emission
levels of gas turbines shown in Fiqures 5-2 and 5-3 indicate that
these controls are not incorporated to the same degree in every
: gas turbine and may be limited in some turbines by the quantity
of dilution air available for lean combustion.

Lean primary zone and reduced residence time are most
applicable to low-nitrogen fuels, such as natural gas and )
distillate oil fuels. These modifications are not effective in
reducing fuel Nox.40
5.2.1.3 £ i erf . For a given

combustor, the performance of lean combustion is directly
| affected by the primary zone equiﬁélence ratio. As shown in
Figure 4-2, the further the equivalence ratio is reduced below
1.0, the greater the reduction in NO, emissions.. However, if the
equivalence ratio is reduced too far, CO emissions increase and

flame stability problems occur. 4!

This eémissions tradeoff
effectively limits the amount of NO, reduction that can be

achieved by lean combustion alone.,
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For combustors with reduced residence time, the amount of
'NO, emission reduction achieved is directly related to the
decrease in residence time in the high-temperature flame zone.

5.2.1.4 Achievable NO, Fmission Levelsg Using Lean
Combustion and Reduced Residence Time Combugtors. Lean
combustion reduces NO, emissions, and when used in combination
with reduced residence time, NO, emisgsions are further reduced.
Figure 5-15 shows a comparison of NO, emissions from a combustor
with a lean primary zone and NO, emissions from the same
combustor without a lean primary zone. At the same firing
temperature, NO, emissions reductions of up to 30 percent are
achieved using lean primary zone combustion without increasing CO
emissions. Reducing the residence time at elevated‘temperatures
reduces NO, emissions. One test at 1065°C (19505F) vielded a
reduction in NO, emissions of 40 percent by reducing the
residence time. Carbon monoxide emissions increased from less
than 10 to approximately 30 ppm.42'45
§.2.2 Lean Premixed Combustors

5.2.2.1 Process Description. In a conventional combustor;

the fuel and air are introduced directly-into the combustion zone
and fuel/air mixing and combustion take place simultaneously.
Wide variations in the air-to-fuel ratio (A/F) exist, and
combustion of ‘localized fuel-rich pockets produces significant
levels of NO, emissions. 1In a lean premixed combustor design,
the air and fuel is premixed at very lean A/F’s prior to
introduction into the combustion zone. The excess air in the

- lean mixture acts as a heat sink, which lowers combustion

temperatures. Premixing results in a homogeneous mixture, which
minimizes localized fuel-rich zones. The resultant uniform,
fuel-lean mixture results in greatly reduced NO, formation
rates.l”

To achieve NO, levels below 50 ppmv, referenced to
15 percent dz, the design A/F approaches the lean flammability
limit. To stabilize the flame, ensure complete combustion, and
minimize CO emissions, a pilot flame is incorporated into the
combustor or burner design. In most designs, the relatively
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Figure 5-15. Nitrogen oxide emissions versus turbine firing
temperature for combustors with and without a lean primary
zone.
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small amount of air and fuel supplied to this pilot flame is not
premixed and the A/F iS nearly stoichiometric, so the pilot flame
temperature is relatively high. ‘As a result, NO, emissions from
the pilot flame are higher than from the lean premixed
combustion.46 | |

Virtually all gas turbine manufacturers have implemented
lean premixed combustion development programs. Three
manufacturers’ designs that are available in production turbines
are described below.

The first design uses @ can-annular combustor and is shown
in Figure 5-16. This is a two-stage premixed combustor: the
first stage is the portion of the.' combustor upstream of the
vdnturi section and includes the s:Lx primary fuel nozzles; the

second stage is the balance of thg combustor and includes the

3
single secondary fuel nozzle. 3 s

The operating modes for this’ combustor design are shown in
Figure 5-17. For ignitionm, warmup, and acceleration to
approximately 20 perceat load, the first stage serves as the
complete combustor. Flame is present only in the first stage,
and the equivalence ratio is ‘kept as low as stable combustion
will permit. With increasing load, fuel is introduced into the
secondary stage, and combustion takes place in both stages.
Again, the eqﬁivalence ratio is kept as low as possible in both
stages to minimize NOy, emissions. " Wnen the load reaches
approximately 40 percent, fuel is cut off to the first stage and
the flame in this stage is extinguished. The :.renturi ensures the
flame in the second stage _qan.not: propagate upstream to the first
stage. When the first-stage flame is extinguished (as verified
by internal flame detectors), fuel is again introduced into the
first stage, which becomes & premixing zone to deliver a lean,
unburned, uniform mixture to the second stage. The second stage

acts as the ccmplete combustor in.this configuration.33

For operation on distillate oil, fuel is introduced and
burned only in the first stage for’ ignition and for loads up to
approximately 50 percent. For loads greater than 50 percent,
fuel is 1nt:roduced and burned-in both stages. 33
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Figure 5-18 shows a lean premixed combustor design used by
another manufacturer for an annular combustor. The air and fuel
are premixed using a very lean A/F, and the resultaﬁt uniform
mixture is delivered to the primary combustion zone where
combustion is stabilized using a pilot flame. Using one or more
mechanical systems to regulate the airflow delivered to the
combustor, the pfemix mode is operable for output loads between
50 and 100 percent. Below 50 percent load, only the pilot flame
is operating, and NO, emissions levels are similar to those for
conventional combustors.46

Another manufacturer’s production low-NO, design uses a silo
combustor. Unlike the can-annular and annular designs, the silo
combustor is mounted externally to the turbine and can therefore
be modified without significantly affecting the rest of the
turbine design, provided the mounting flange to the turbine is
unchanged. In addition, this large combustion chamber is fitted
with a ceramic lining that shields the metal surfaces from peak
flame temperatures. This lining reduces the requirement for
cooling air, so more air is available for the combustion
process .17 ‘

This silo low-NO, combustor aesign uses six burners, as
shown in Figure 5-19. For operation on natural gas, each burner
serves to premix the air and fuel to deliver a lean and uniform
mixture to the combustion zone. To achieve the lowest possible
NO, emissions, the A/F of the premixed gases is kept very near
the lean flammability limit and a pilot flame is used to
stabilize the overall combustion process. This burner design is
shown in Figure 5-20. Like the can-annular design, the burner in
the silo combustor cannot operate over the fﬁll power range of
the gas turbine in the premix mode due to inability of the premix
mode to deliver suitable A/F’s atwlow power output 1eveis. For
this reason, the burners are designed to operate in a
conventional diffusion burning mode at startup and low power
outputs and switch to a premix burning mode at higher power
output levels.
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Figure 5-19.
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For coperation on distillate oil with the current burner
design, combustion occurs only in a diffusion mode and there is
no premixing of air and fuel.

5.2.2.2 PpApplicability. As discussed in Section 5.2.2.1,
lean premixed combustors apply to can-annular, annular, and silo
combustors. This combustion modification is effective in
feducing thermal NO, emissions for both natural gas and
distillate oil but is not effective on fuel NO,. Therefore, lean
premixed combustion is not as effective in reducing NO, levels if
high-nitrogen fuels are fired.4®

The multiple operating modes associated with the percent
operating load results in "stepped" NO, emission levels. To.
date, low NO, emission levels occur only at loads greater than 40
to 75 percent.

Lean premixed combustors currently are available for limited
models from three manufacturers contacted for this study.®:17.24
Two additional manufacturers project an availability date of 1993
or 1994 for lean premixed combustors for some turbine
models.11:30 a1l of these manufacturers state that these lean
premixed combustors will be available for retrofit applications.

5.2.2.3 Factorg Affecting Performance. The primary féctors
affecting the performance of lean, premixed combustors are A/F
and the type of fuel. Teo achieve low NO, emission levels, the

A/F must be maintained in a narrow range near the lean
flammability limit of the mixture. Lean premixed combustors are
designed to maintain this A/F at rated locad. At reduced locad
conditions, the fuel input requirement decreases. To avoid
combustion instability and excessive CO emissions that would
occur as the A/F reaches the lean flammability limit, all
manufacturers’ lean premixed combustors switch to a
diffusion-type combustion mode at reduced load conditions,
typically between 40 and 60 percent load. This switchover to a
diffusion combustion mode results in higher NO, emissions.

Natural gas produces lower NO, levels than do oil fuels.
The reasons for this are the lower flame temperature of natural
gas and the ability to premix this fuel with air prior to
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R delivery into the second combustion stage. For operation on
liquid fuels, currently available lean premixed combustor designs
require water injection to ‘achieve appreciable NO, reduction.
$.2.2.4 Achievable NO _Emission Levels. The achievable
controlled NO, emission levels for lean premixed combustors vary
depending upon the manufacturer. At least three manufacturers
currently guarantee NO, emission levels of 25 ppmv, corrected to
15 percent O, for most or all of their gas turbines for operation
on natural gas fuel without wet iﬁjection.6'17'24 Each of these
three manufacturers has achieved controlled NO, emission levels
[ of less than 10 ppmv at one or more installations in the
] United States and/or Europe and guarantee this NO, level for a
) limited number of their gas turbine models.>l All three
manufacturers offer gas turbines in the 10+ MW (13,400 hp+) range
and antiéipate that guaranteed NO, emission levels of 10 ppmv or
less will be available for all of their gas turbines for
operation on natural gas fuel in the next few years. These
low-NO, combustor designs apply to new turbines and existing ..
installation retrofits. , . V
For gas turbines in the range of 10 MW (13,400 hp) and
under, one gas turbine manufacturer offers a guarahtee for its
lean premixed combustor, without wet injection, of 42 ppmv using
natural gas fuel for two of its tu#bine models for 1994 delivery.
This manufacturer states that a controlled NO, emission level of
25 ppmv has been achieved by in-house testing, and this 25 ppmv
level firing natural gas fuel is the goal for all of its gas

- turbine models, for both new equipment and retrofit
50 :

applications.

These controlled NO, emission levels of 9 to 42 ppmv
: correspond to full output load; at‘reduced loads, ﬁhe NO, levels
increase, often in "stepped" fashi9n in accordance with changes

JQif in combustor operation from premixed mode to conventional or
diffusion-mode operation (see Secﬁion 5.2.2.3). Figure 5-21
shows these stepped NO, emissions ievels for a can-annular
combustor for natural gas and oil guél operation. Figure 5-22
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shows the emissions for a silo combustor operating on natural gas
only. The emission levels shown in Figures 5-21 and 5-22
correspond to full-scale production turbines currently available
from the manufacturers.

Reduced NO, emissions when burning oil fuel in currently
available lean premixed combustor designs have been achieved only
with water or steam injection. With water or steam injection, a
65 ppmv NO, level can be achieved in the turbine with a can-
annular combustor design; a 65 ppmv level can also be met with
water injection in the turbine with a silo combustor at a WFR of
1.4.48,52 njg 65 ppmv level fogflean premixed combustors is
higher than the controlled NO, lé&els achieved with water
injection in oil-fired turbines using a conventional combustor
design. i

Modification of the existing'burnér design used in the silo
combustor to allow premixing of the oil fuel with air prior to -
combustion is under development. .Tests performed using a 12 MW
(16,200 hp) turbine achieved NO, emission levels below 50 ppmv .
without wet injection, corrected to 15-percent O,, compared to )
uncontrolled levels of 150 ppmv or higher. The NO, levels,
without wet injection, as a function of equivalence ratio are
shown in Figure 5-23. The design equivalence ratio at rated load
is approximately 2.1. As shown in this figure, NO, emissions
below 50 ppmv were achieved at rated power output at pilot fuel
flow levels of 10 percent of the total fuel input.52

Site test data for two turbines using'silo¥type lean
premixed combustors, as reported by the manufacturer, are shown
in Table 5-12. As this table shows, NO, emission levels as low
as 16.5 ppmv were recorded for using natural gas fuel without
water injection. Subsequent emission tests have achieved levels
below 10 ppmv.51 Corresponding data for operation on oil fuel
using only the pilot (diffusion) stage for combustion, and with
water injection, is shown in Table S5-13. Levels of NO, emissions
at base load for No. 2 fuel oil are between 50 and 60 ppmv.

Based on information provided by turbine manufacturers, the
potential NO, reductions using currentiy available lean premixed
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TABLE 5-12. MEASURED NO, EMISSIONS FOR COMPLIANCE TESTS
OF A NATURAL GAS-FUEEED LEAN PREMI% COMBUSTOR
WITHOUT WATER INJECTION

Output, percent of NO,. emission level,
Turbine No. baseline pp
1 107 17.7
1 100 . 16.5
2 100 ‘ 24,1
2 75 20.4
1 50 22.3
2 50 22.2
%

4In dry exhaust with 15 percent 05, by volume.
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éJV,- TABLE 5-13. MEASURED NO, EMISSIONS FOR OPERATION OF A LEAN
4%;5 PREMIXED COMBUSTOR DESIGN OPERATING IN DIEEUSION MODE

i ON OTL FUEL WITH WATER INJECTIONZ2

i : : :

it Output, percent of NO, emission level,
=1 Turbine No.- ' baseload ppmv?

1

'%:; 1 Peak 69.3

l‘.j‘- i 2 Peak . 53.6

il

iRl 1 100 59.9

;%ﬁf 2 100 51.6

s

A 1 75 54.3

“:‘3' 2 75 49.2

A 2 5o {548 |
: [1 m__._—,___ﬁ_——__—-—-ﬁ—__—i
&b -

'ia{ ) ain dry exhaust with 15 percent 05, by volume.
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Cco em1591ons drop’ from 25 to 15 ppmv.

combustors are shown in Table 5-14. As this table indicates, NO,
emission reductions range from 14.7 tons/yr for a'l,l MW

(1,480 hp) turbine to 10,400 tons/yr for a 204 MW (274,000 hp)
turbine for operation on natural gas without wet injection.
Corresponding NO, emission reductions for operation on oil fuel,
with water injection, range from 620 tons/yr for a 22.6 MW
(30,300 hp) turbine to 7,360 tons/yr for an 83.3 MW (112,000 hp)
turbine.

Limited data from two manufacturers showing the impact of
lean premixed combustor designs on CO emisgsions are shown in
Table 5-15. For natural gas-fueled turbines with rated outputs
of 10 MW (13,400 hp) or less, controlled NO, emission levels of
25 to 42 ppmv result in a rise in CO emission levels from 25 ppmv
or less to as high as 50 ppmv.43 For turbines above 10 MW
(13,400 hp), controlled NO, emission levels of 9 ppmv result in a
rise in CO emissions from 10 to 25 ppmv for natural gas fuel.
Conversely, for controlled NO, emission levels of 25 ppmv, the
51 por one manufacturer’s-
lean premixed silo combustor design, CO emissions at rated load
are less than S5 ppmv, as shown previously in Figure 5-21. This
limited data éuggest that the effect of lean premixed combustors
on CO emissions depends upon the specific combustor design and

;_the controlled NO, emission level.

“Phe emission levels shown in Table 5-15 correspond to rated
power output. Like NO, emission levels, CO emissions change with
changes in combustor operating mode at reduced power output. The

-"gstepped" effect on CO emissions is shown in Figures 5-21 and

5-22, shown previously.

Operation on oil fuel with wet injection, shown previously
in Figure 5-21, shows CO emission levels of 20 ppmv. Additional
CO emission data were not available for operation on o0il fuel
with water injection in lean premixed combustors. Developmental
tests for operation on oil fuel without wet injectiomn in a silo
combustor are presented in Figure 5-24. At rated load, shown in
this figure at an equivalence ratio of approximately 2.1,

CO emissions are less than 10 ppmv, corrected to 15 percent béT
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-
TABLE 5-14. POTENTIAL NO, REDUCTIONS FOR GAS TURBINES USING
LEAN pRﬁMIxED COMBUSTORS
NO, emissions
_ Uncontrolled Controlied NO_ reduction
Power Gas fuel, | Qil fuel, | Gas fuel, | Oil fuel, Gas fuel, QOil fuel
Turbine modei othldtpvl;t. ppmv ppvm ppmv ppmv tons/yr? tonsfyr? b
Saturn® 1.1 99 150 4 Nad 147 | Nad
Centaur T- 3.3 130 179 42 Nad 59.5 | Nad
4500° :
Centaur *H"® 4.0 105 160 |- 42 NAS. 49.8 | Nad
Taurus® 4.5 114 .| 168 42 Nad 62.4 | Nad
Mars T-12000° 8.8 178 267 | 42 NAd 212 NAd
Mars T-14000° 10.0 199 Nad | a2 Nad 270 Nad
(Ms6001B 39.0 148 267 | 25/5° 65 829/937 1,139
[[MS7001E 84.7 154 228 | 2509° 65 1,820/2,050 2,360
IMs7001F 161 210 353 25 65 4,540 5,190
IMs9001E 125 161 241 [:259° 65 | 2,740/3,060 | 3,490
||M89001F 229 210 353 25 65 6,500 7,250
GTI0 - 22.6 150 200 | 25 42 476 620
) leTin 83.3 390 560 25/9° 42 | 5,070/5,290 7,360 .
- livad.2 105 212 360 . | 25/9° Naf  [3,0303,290 . | Naf °~
lves.2 153 212 360 9° NAl | 4,410/4,780 Naf
ved.3- 61.5 380 530 42 . | Nad 3,210 Nad
[vaa.zc 141 380 530 [ 42 Nad 7,230 | NAY
[ve4.3° 204 380 530 |. 42 Nad 10,400 NAd

“*...  2Based on 8,000 hours operation per year.
equires water or steam injection.
Scheduled availability is 1994 for natural gas fuel.
dNA = Data not available. ;
“Standard NO, guarantee is 25 ppmv. Manufacturers offer guaranteed NO, levels as low as 9 ppmv for these
turbines.
fScln:dulecl avmlablhty 1993 for oil fuel without water mjectlon Reference 17.
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TABLE 5-15. COMPARISON OF NO. AND CO EMISSIONS FOR STANDARD
VERSUS LEAN PREMIYED COMBUSTORS EQR
TWO MANUFACTURERS’ TURBINESZ6:

I

Emissions, ppmv, referenced to 15 percent O,
Standard combustor Lean premixed combustor
Power
output, .

GT Model MW NO, co NO, co
Centaur H 4.0 105 s 25-42 sob
Mars T-14000 3 10.0 199 5.5 2542 500
MS6001B ' 39.0 148 ' 10 9 25
MS7001E 84.7 154 10 ) 25
MS9001E . 125 161 10 9 25
MS7001F 161 210 25 25 15
MS9001F 229 20 25 25 15

For operation at SO conditions using natural gas fuel, -
Maximum design goal for-CO emissions. Most in-house test configurations have achieved CO emission levels between 5

and 25 ppmv.
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re in the range of 0 to 2 ppmv for a pilot oil fuel flow of
3,rcent (representing 10 percent of the total fuel flow).53
'“-10 percent pilot fuel flow corresponds to controlled NO,
lion levels below 50 ppmv, as shown previously in
ro §-22. No data for HC emissions were available for lean
t.xed burner designs. '
§3 Rich/Ouench/Lean Combustion

§.2.3.1 Process Desgcription. Rich/quench/lean (RQL)
pustors burn fuel-rich in the-primary zone and fuel-lean in
%ﬁccondary zone. Incomplete'éombustionaunder fuel-rich
iitione in the primary zone produces an atmosphere with a high
:‘ntration of CO and hydrogenf(Hz). The CO and H, replace
g of the oxygen normally available for NO, formation and also
e reducing agents for any NO, formed in the primary zone.
b, tuel nitrogen is released with minimal conversion to NO,.
ewer peak flame temperaturee due to partial combustion also
¢ the formation of thermal Nox.ss
As the combustion products leave the primary zone, they pass
;“h a low-residence-time quench zone where the combustion

jets are rapidly diluted with additional combustion air or
f; This rapid dilution cools the combustion products and at
Jame time produces a lean A/F. Combustion is then completed
- fuel-lean conditions. This secondary lean combustion step
1lly:contributes to the formation of fuel NO, because most
:_ .fuel®nitrogen will have been converted to N, prior to the
combustion phase. Thermal NO, is minimized during lean
"tion_due to the low flame temperature.>?
'$.2.3.2 Applicability. The RQL combustion concept applies
-% types of gas turbines. None of the manufacturers
i ed for this study, howevef, currently have this design
ble for their production turbines. This may be due to lack
nd for this design due to the current limited use of
attrogen content fuels in gas turbines. .
§.2.3.3 Factors Affecting Performance. The NO, emissions
;'L combustors are affected primarily by the equivalence
N the primary combustion zone and the quench airflow rate.

‘§-59

S S e T

R i A AR T L

Rl 5y g R i a2 T




Careful selection of equivalence ratios in the fuel-rich zone
will minimize both thermal and fuel NO, formation. Further NO,
reduction is achieved with increasing quench airflow rates, which
serve to reduce the equivalence ratio in the secondary (lean)
combustion stage. ‘

_5.2.3.4 Achievable Ngx Emlgglons Levels Using

Rich/Quench/Lean Combustion. The RQL staged combustion has been
demonstrated in rig tests to be effective in reducing both
thermal NO, and fuel NO,. As shown in Figure 5-25, NO, emissions

are reduced by 40 to 50 percent 1n a test rig burning diesel
fuel. At an equivalence ratio of 1.8, the NO, emissions can be
reduced from 0.50 to 0.27 lb/MMBtu by increasing the gquench
airflow from 0.86 to 1.4 kg/sec. - Data were not available to
convert the NO, emissions figures to ppmv. The effectiveness of
rich/lean staged combustion in reaucing fuel NO, when firing
high-FBN fuels is shown in Figure 5-26. Increa31ng the FBN
content from 0.13 to 0.88 percent has little impact on the total
NO, formation at an operating equivalence ratio of 1.3 to 1.4.-
Tests on other rich/lean combustors indicate fuel nitrogen

conversions to NO# of about 7 to 20 percent:.ss'59 These fuel
nitrogen conversions represent a fuel NO, emission reduction of
approximately S0 to 80 percent.

One manufacturer has tested an RQL combustor design in a
4 MW (5,360 hp) gas turbine fueled with a finely ground coal and
water mixture. The coal partially combusts in a fuel-rich zone
at temperatures of 1650°C (3000°F)., with low O, levels and an
extremely short residence time. The partially combusted products
are then rapidly quenched with water, cooling combustion
temperatures to inhibit thermal NO, formation. Additional
combustion air is then introduced, and combustion is completed
under fuel-lean conditions. 1In tests at the manufacturer’s
plant, cosponsored by the U. S. Department of Energy, a NO,
emigssion level of 25 ppmv at 15 percent O, was achieved. This
combustor design can also be used with natural gas and oil fuels.
Single-digit NO, emission levels are reported for operation on
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natural gas fuel. This combustor design is not yet available for
production turbines, 60
5.3 SELECTIVE CATALYTIC REDUCTION

Selective catalytic reduction (SCR} is an add-on NO, control
technique that is placed in the exhaust stream following the gas
turbine. Over 100 gas turbine installations use SCR in the
United States.®l an sCr process description, the applicability
of SCR for gas turbines, the factors affecting SCR performance,
and the achievable NO, reduction efficiencies are discussed in
this sectlon.

5.3.1 Procesgs Description

The SCR process reduces NO, emissions by injecting ammonia
into the flue gas. The ammonia reacts with NO, in the presence
of a catalyst to form water and nitrogen. In the catalyst unit,
the ammonia reacts with NO, primarily by the following
equations:62 ‘

NHy + NO + 1/4 05 = N, + 3/2 H,0; and

. NHy + 1/2 NO; + 1/4 0, -+ 13/2 N, + 3/2 H,0.

The catalyst’s active surface is usgually either a noble
metal, base metal (titanium or vanadium) oxide, or a
zeolite-based material. Metal-based catalysts are usually
applied as a coating over a metal or ceramic substrate. Zeolite
catalysts are typically a homogencus material that forms both the
active surface and the substrate. The geometric configuration of
the catalyst body is designed for maximum surface area and
minimum obstruction of the flue gas flow path to maximize
conversion efficiency and minimize back-pressure on the gas
turbine. The most common catalyst body configuration is a
monolith, "honeycomb" design, as shown in Figure 5-27.

An ammonia injection grid is located upstfeam of the
catalyst body and is designed to disperse the ammonia uniformly
throughout the exhaust flow before it enters the catalyst unit.
In a typical ammonia injection system, anhydrous ammonia is drawn
from a storage tank and evaporated using a steam- or
electric-heated vaporizer. The vapor is mixed with a pressurlzed
carrier gas to provide both sufficient momentum through the
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Figure 5-27. Cutaway view of a typical monolg'izth catalyst
body with honeycomb ‘configuration.
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injection ﬁozzles and effective mixing of the ammonia with the
flue gases. The cafrier gas is usually compressed air or steam,
and the ammonia concentration in the carrier gas is about
5 percent.62

An alternative to using the anhydrous ammonia/carrier gas

system is to inject an a aqueous ammonia solution. This system

is currently not as common but removes the potential safety
hazards associated with transporting and storing anhydrous
ammonia and is often used in installations with close proximity
to populated areag. 6162

The.NH3/NOx ratio can be varied to achieve the desired level
of NO, reduction.. As indicated by the chemical reaction

equations listed above, it takes one mole of NH, to reduce one

.mole of NO, and two moles of NH3 to reduce one mole of N02. The

NO, composition in the flue gas from a gas turbine is over
85 percent NO, and SCR systems generally operate with a molar
NH3/NO ratio of approximately 1.0. 63 Increa51ng this ratio w1ll
further reduce NO, emissions but will also result in increased .
unreacted ammonia passing through the catalyst and into the
atmosphere. This unreacted ammonia is known as ammonia slip.
5.3.2 Applicability of SCR for Gas Turbines

Selective catalytic reduction applies to all gas turbine
types and is equally effective in reducing both thermal and fuel
NO, emissions. There are, however, factors that may limit the

applicability of SCR.

An important factor that atfects the performance of SCR is

. operating temperature. Gas turbines that operate in simple cycle

have exhaust gas temperatures ranging from approximately 450° to
540°C (850° to 1000°F). PBase-metal catalysts have an operating
temperature window for clean fuel applications of approximately
260° to 400°C (400° to 800°F). For sulfur-bearing fuels that
produce greater than 1 ppm S04 in the flue gas, the catalyst
operating temperature range narrows to 315° to 400°C (600° to
800°F). The upper range of this Eemperature window can be
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increased using a zeolite catalyst to a maximum of 590°C
(1100°F) .64 :

Base metal catalysts are most commonly used in gas turbine
SCR applications, accounting for approximately 80 percent of all
U.S. installations, and operate in cogeneration or combined cycle
applications. The catalyst is installed within the HRSG, where
the heat recovery process reduces exhaust gas temperatures to the
proper operating range for the cétalyst. The specific location
of the SCR within the HRSG is application-specific; Figure 5-28
shows two possible SCR locations. 1In addition to the locations
shown, the catalyst may also be Located within the evaporator
section of the HRSG. ‘

As noted above, zeolite catélysts have a maximum operating
temperature range of up to 590°C (1100°F), which is compatible
with simple cycle turbine exhaustktemperatures. To date,
however, there is only one SCR installation operating with a
zeolite catalyst directly downstream of the turbine. This
catalyst, commissioned in December 1989, has an operating range-
of 260° to 515°C (500° to 960°F) and operates approximately
90 percent of the time at temperatures above 500°C (930°F) .65

‘Another consideration in determining the applicability of
SCR is complications arising froﬁfsulfur-bearing fuels. The
sulfur content in pipeline qualit§ natural gas is negligible, but
distillate and residual oils as well as some low-Btu fuel gases
such as coal gas have sulfur con;énts that pfesent problems when
used with SCR systems. Combustidﬁ of sulfur-bearing fuels
produces SO, and S04 emissions. A portion of the SO, oxidizes t«
S0, as it passes through the HRSG, and base metal catalysts have
an 80,-to-SO5 oxidation rate of up to five percent.64 In
addition, oxidation catalysts, when used to reduce CO emissions,
will also oxidize SO, to SO, at rgtes of 'up to 50 percent.66

Unreacted ammonia passing through the catalyst reacts with

S0, to form ammonium bisulfate (NE4HSO4) and ammonium sulfate

[(NHg4), SO4] in the low-temperature section of the HRSG. The
rate of ammonium salt formation increases with increasing levels
of SO0, and NH,, and the formation‘rate increases with decreasing
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temperature. Below 200°C (400°F), ammonium salt formation occurs
with single-digit ppmv levels of SO, and NH3.66

The exhaust temperature exiting the HRSG is typically in the
range of 150° to 175°C (300° to 350°F), so ammonium salt
formation typically occurs in the low-temperature section of the
HRSG.®® Ammonium bisulfate is a sticky substance that over time
corrodes the HRSG boiler tubes. ‘hdditionally, it deposits on
both the boiler and catalyst bed surfaces, leading to fouling and
plugging of these surfaces. These deposits result in increased
back pressure on the turbine and reduced heat transfer efficiency
in the BRSG. This requires that the HRSG be removed from service
periodically to water-wash the affected surfaces. Ammonium
sulfate is not corrosive, but like ammonium bisulfate, it
deposits on the HRSG surfaces and-contributes to plugging and
fouling of the heat transfer“systgm.33

Formation of ammonium salts can be avoided by limiting the
sulfur content of the fuel and/or limiting the ammonia slip. Low
SO,-to-S0; oxidizing catalysts are also available. Base metal- -
catalysts are available with oxidation rates of less than
1 bercent, but these low oxidation formulas also have lower NO,
reduction activity per unit volume and therefore require a
greater catalyst volume to achievg a given NO, reduction level.
Zeolite catalysts are reported tthave intrinsic 805-t0o-50,
oxidation rates of less than 1 percent.s‘l'66 Asa stated above,
pipeline-quality natural gas has negligible sulfur content, but
some sources of natural gas contain H,S, which may contribute to
ammonium salt formation. lFor oil fuels, even the lowest-sulfur
distillate oil or liquid aviation fuel contains sulfur levels
that can produce ammonium salts. According to catalyst vendors,
SCR systems can be designed for 90 percent NO, reduction and
10 ppm or lower NHy slip for sulfur-bearing fuels up to 0.3
percent by weight.®% Continuous émission monitoring equipment
has been developed for NH,, and may be instrumental in regulating
ammonia injection to minimize slip.&7 |

To date, there is limited ope#ating experience using SCR
with oil-fired gas turbine installations. One combined cycle
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installation using oil fuel, a United Airlines facility in
San Francisco installed in 1985, éxpefienced fuel -related
catalyst problems and now uses only natural gas fuel.®3 1In the
past, sulfur was found to poison the catalyst material.
Sulfur-resistant catalyst materials are now available, however,
and catalyst formulation improvements have proven effective in
resisting performance degradation with oil fuels in Europe and
Japan, where catalyst life in excess of 4 to é years has been
achieved, versus 8 to 10 years with natural gas fuel.6% A
zeolite catalyst installed on a 5 MW (6710 hp) dual fuel
reciprocating engine in the northeastern United States has
operated for over 3 years and burned approximately .
600,000 gallons of diesel fuel while maintaining a NO, reduction
efficiency of greater than 90 percent.3

In its guidance to member statés, NESCAUM recommends that
SCR-be considered for NO, reduction in dual-fueled turbine
applications. There are four combined cycle gas turbines
installations operating with SCR in the northeas; United States.
burning natural gas as the primary fuel with oil fuel as a )
back-up.3 These installations, listed in Table 5-16, began
6perating recently and have limited hours of operation on oil
fuel. As indicated in the table, two of these installations shut
down the ammonia injection when operating on oil fuel to prevent
potential operating problems érising from sulfur-bearing fuels.
Permits issued more recently in this region for other dual-fuel
installations, however, require that the SCR system be
operational on either fuel. 3

A final consideration for SCR is catalyst masking or
poisoning agents, Natural gas is considered clean and free of
contaminants, but other fuels may contain agents that can degrade
catalyst performance. For refinery, field, or digester gas fuel
applications, it is important to have an analysis of the fuel and
properlj design the catalyst for any identified contaminants.
Arsenic, iron, and silica may be present in field gases, along
with zinc and phosphorus. Catalyst life with these fuels depends
upon -the content of the gas and is-a function of the initial
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TABLE S5-16. GAS TURBINE INSTALLATIONS IN THE NORTHEASTERN
E R UNITED STATES WITH SCR AND PERMITTED FOR
. BOTH NATURAL GAS AND OIL FUELS
||| T I_—_———_l NO, emissions, ppmv (gas fuel/oil fuel)
' o _ Wet
]'x . : Gas turbine Output, ) Wet injection
10 Installation State | model Mwa Uncontrolled® | injection® | + SCR®
111 (L. Altresco-Pittsfield | MA | MS6001 38.3 148/267 42/65 9184
il Cogen NI | MsS6001 38.3 148/267 42/65 15765
410 Technologies
kg Ocean State RI | MS7001E 83.5 154/277 - 42/65 9/42f
; Power
RN Pawtucket Power | RI MS6001 38.3 148/267 42/65 9/18¢
il e
I' II : 3Power output for a single gas turbine. Installation power output is higher dus to multiple units and/or
i - combined cycle operation.
"‘ 1 manufactucer at [SO conditions.
AL ©Operating permit limits. :
| ' dThis installation requires the SCR system to be opemuona.l when buming oil fuel.
: This installation operated 185 hours on oil fuel in 1991, burning approximately 354,000 gallons of oil fuel.
| fAmmonia injection is shut down during operation on oil fuel.
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design parameters. With oil fuels, in addition to the potential
for ammonium salt formation, it is important to be aware of heavy
metal content. Particulates in the flue gas can also mask the
catalyst.64 .

Selective catalytic reduction may not be readily applicable

to gas turbines firing fuels that‘p;oduce high ash loadings or

high levels of contaminants because these elements can lead to
fouling and poisoning of the catalyst bed. However, because gas
turbines are also subject to damage from these elements, fuels
with high levels of ash or contaminants typically are not used.

Coal, while not currently a common fuel for turbines, has a
number of potential catalyst deactivators. High dust
concentrations, alkali, earth metals, alkaline heavy metals,
IW' calcium sulfate, and chlorides all can produce a masking or
: blinding effect on the catalyst. High dust can also erode the
catalyst. Erosioh commonly occurs only on the leading face of
the catalyst. Airflow deflectors and dummy layers of catalyst
- can be used to straighten out the airflow and reduce erosion.
l There is currently no commercial U.S. experience with coal. 1In -
Japan, which burns low-sulfur coal with moderate dust levels,
catalyst life has been 5 years or more without replacement. In
Germany, with high dust loadings, the experience hag also been
5 years or more.§4

'Masking agents deposit on the surface of the catalyst,
i forming a barrier between the active catalyst surface and the
exhaust gas, inhibiting catalytic activity. Poisoning agents
chemically_ react with the catalyst and render the affected area
inactive. Masking agents can be removed by vacuuming or by using
soot blowers or superheated steam. Catalysts cleaned in this
manner can recover greater than 90 percent of the original
reduction activity. The effects of poisoning agents, however,
are permanent and the affected catalyst surface cannot be
regenerated.54

Retrofit applications for SCR may require the addition of a
heat exchanger for simple cycle installations, and replacement or
extensive modification of the existing HRSG in cogeneration and
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.applications.

combined cycle applications to accommodate the catalyst body.

"For these reasons, retrofit applications for SCR could involve

high capital costs. h

$.3.3 Factors Affecting SCR Performance

The NO, reduction efficiency for an SCR system is influenced
by catalyst material and condltlon reactor temperature, space
velocity, and the NI-I3/N0x ratlo 53 These design and operating
variables are discussed below.

Several catalyst materials are available, and each has an
optimum NO, removal efficiency range corresponding to a spec1f1c
temperature range, Proprietary formulations containing titanium
dioxide, vanadlum pentoxide, platlnum, or zeolite are available
to meet a wide spectrum of operatlng temperatures. The NO,
removal eff1c1encies for these catalysts are typically between 80
and 90 percent when new. The NO, removal efficiency gradually

decreases over the operating llfe of the catalyst due to
63

deterioration from masking, p01son1ng, or 91nter1ng The rate
of catalyst performance degradatlon depends upon operating
conditions and is therefore site- speC1fic. )
The space veloc1ty (volumetric flue gas flow divided by the
catalyst volume) is an lndlcator ot‘gas residence time in the
catalyst unit. The‘lower the spaceIVelocity, the higher the
reductlon. Because the gas flow 1s a constant determined by the
gas turbine, the space veloc1ty depends upon the catalyst volume,

or total active surface area. The distance across the opening

- between plates or cells in the catalyst, referred to as the

pitch, affects the overall size of the catalyst body. The
smaller the pitch, the greater theﬁnumber of rows or cells that
can be placed in a given volume. .Therefore, for a given catalyst
body size, the smaller the pitch the larger the catalyst Volume
and the lower the space velocity. 'For natural gas applications
the catalyst pitch is typically 2. 5 millimeters (mm) (0.10 inch

[in.]), increasing to 5 to 7 mm (0 20 to 0.28 in.) for coal-fuel
64 '




As discussed in Section 5.3.1, the NH,/NO, ratio can be
varied to achieve the desired level of‘NOx reduction. Increasing
this ratio increases the level of NO, reduction but may also
result in higher ammonia slip levels.

5.3.4 Achievable NO, _Emission Reduction Efficiency Using SCR

Most SCR systems operating in the United States have a space
velocity of about 30,000/hr, a NH5/NO, ratio of about 1.0, and
ammonia slip levels of approximately 10 ppm. The resulting NO,
réduction efficiency is about 90 percent.41 Reduction efficiency
is the level of NO, removed as a percentage of the level of NO,
entering the SCR unit. Only one gas turbine installation in the
United States was identified using only SCR to reduce NO,
emigsions. This installation has two natural gas-fired 8.5 MW
gas turbines, each with its own HRSG in which is installed an SCR
system. A summary of emission teé;ing at this site lists NO,
emissions at the inlet to the SCR catalyst at 130 ppmv. N
Controlled NO, emissions downstream of the catalyst were 18 ppmv,
indicating a NO, reduction efficiency of 86 percent. Maximum _ .
ammonia slip levels were listed at 35 ppmv.68 C

All other‘gaé turbine install?tions identified as using SCR
in the United States use this control method in combination with
wet injection and/or low-NO, combﬁétors. The emission levels
that can be achieved by this combination of controls are found in
Section 5.4. . _ |
5.3.5 Disposal Considerations for SCR

The SCR cétalyst material has a finite life, and disposal
can pose a problem. The guaranteed catalyst life offered by

64 1 Japan, where

catalyst suppliers ranges from 2 to 3 years.
SCR systems have been in operation since 1980, experience shows
that many catalysts in operation with natural gas-fired boilers
have performed well for 7 years orklonger.63'64

some point the catalyst must be replaced, and those units

In any case, at

containing heavy metal oxides such as vanad;um or titanium
potentially could be considered hazardous wastes. While the
amount of hazardous material in the catalyst is relatively small,
the volume of the catalyst body can be quite large, and disposal
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of this waste could be costly. - Some suppliers provide for the
removal and disposal of spent catalyst. Precious metal and
zeolite catalysts do not contain hazardous wastes.

5.4 CONTROLS USED IN COMBINATION WITH SCR

With but one exception, SCR units installed in the United
States are used in combination with wet controls or combustion
controls described in Sections 5.1 and 5.2. Wet controls yield
NO, emission levels of 25 to 42 ppmv for natural gas and 42 to
110 ppmv for distillate oil, based on the data provided by gas
turbine manufacturersaand shown in Figures 5-10 and 5-11. A
carefully designed SCR system can’achleve NO, reduction
eff1c1encies as high as 90 percent with ammonia slip levels of
10 ppmv or less for natural gas and low-sulfur (<0.3 percent by
weight) fuel applications. 64 ;

Ag discussed for wet injection in Sections 5.1.4 and
5.2.2.4, controlled NO, emission Tevels for natural gas range
from 25 to 42 ppmv for natural gae‘fuel and from 42 to 110 ppmv-
for .0il fuel. Applying a 90 percent reduction efficiency for ..
SCR, NO, levels can be theoretically reduced to 2.5 to 4.2 and
4.2 to 11.0 ppmv for natural gas.nnd oil fuels, respectively.
For oil fuels and other sulfur-bearing fuels, a reduction
efficiency of 90 percent requires special design considerations
to address potential operational problems caused by the sulfur
content in the fuel. This subject is discussed in Section 5.3.2
The final controlled NO, emission level depends upon the NO,
level exiting the turbine and the achievable SCR reduction
efficiency. . 'u

Test reports provided by SCAQMD include three gas turbine
combined cycle installations fired}w1th natural gas that have
achieved NO, emission levels of 3 .4 to 7.2 ppmv, referenced to
15 percent oxXygen. The NO, and CO emlSSLOHS reported for these
tests are shown in Table 5- 17. Ammonia 8lip levels were not
reported. Ammonia slip levels were reported, however, in a
summary of emission tests for 13 SCR installations and are
presented in Table 5-18.%8 For these sites, operating on natura
gas fuel the RO, reduction effic1ency of the catalyst ranges
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TABLE 5-17. EMISSIONS TESTS RESULTS FOR GAS TURBINES USING -
STEAM INJECTION PLUS SCR®2-

NO, emissions, ppmv (lb/hr)

Test {Gas turbine Output, Wet Wet injection
No. |model MW  |Fuel Uncontrolled| injection + SCR [ CO, ppmv
1 [MS7001E 82.83 Natural gas + 154 42 5.66 <2.00
refinery gas mixture (25.2)
2 |MST7001E 79.7 |Naturai gas + 148 42 7.17 <2.00
refinery gas + (31.7)
butane mixture
33.8 |LPG + refinery gas 148 42 336 | <2.00
mixture ' (5.82)
|

[
A
<2
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from 60 to 96 percent, with most reduction efficiencies between
80 and 90 percent. Ammonia slip levels range from 1 to 35 ppmv.
The site with the 35 ppmv ammonia slip level 1is unique in that it
is the only site identified in the United States that uses only
SCR rather than a combination of SCR and wet injection to reduce
NO, emissions. With the exception of this site, all NH; slip
levels in Table 5-18 that are based on test data are less than

10 ppmv. Based on information received from catalyst vendors, it
is expected that an SCR system operating downstream of a gas
turbine without wet injection could be designed to limit ammonia
slip levels to 10 ppmv or less.®% No test data are available for
SCR operation on gas turbines fired with distillate oil fuels.
5.5 EFFECT OF ADDING A DUCT BURNER IN HRSG APPLICATIONS |

A duct burner is often added in cogeneration and combined
cycle applications to increase the steam capacity of the HRSG
(see Section 4.2.2). Duct burners in gas turbine exhaust streams
consist of pipes or small burners that are placed in the exhaust
gas.stream to allow firing of additional fuel, usually natural. .
gas. Duct burners can raise gas turbine exhaust temperatures €6
1000°C (2000°F), but a more common temperature is 760°C {1400°F).
The gas turbine exhaust is the source of oxygen for the duct
burner.

Figure 5-29 shows a typical natural gas-fired duct burner _
installation. Figure 5-30 is a crosgs-sectional view of one styigw*‘
of duct burner that incorporates design features to reduce NO,.
In this low-NO, design, natural gas exits the orifice in the
manifold and mixes with the gas turbine exhaust entering through
a small slot between the casing-and the gas manifold. - This
mixture forms a jet diffusion flame that causes the recirculation
shown in Zone "A." Due to the limited amount of turbine exhaust
that can enter Zone A, combustion in this zone is fuel-rich. As
the burning gas jet exits {into Zone "B," it mixes with combustion
products that are recirculated by the flow eddies behind the
wings of the stabilizer casing. The flame then expands into the
turbine exhaust gas stream, where combustion is completed.
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‘For oil-fired burners, the design principles of the burner
are the same. However, the physical layout is slightly’

| different, as shown in Figure 5-31. Turbine exhaust gas is

supplied in substoichiometric quantities by a slip stream duct to
the burner. This slip stream supplies the combustion air for the
fuel-rich Zone A. The flame shield produces the flow eddies,
which recirculate the combustion products into Zone B.76

Most duct burners now in service fire natural gas. In all
cases, a duct burner will produce a relatively small level of NO,
emissions during operation (See Section 4.2.2), but the net’
im@act on total exhaust emissions (i.e., the gas turbine plus the
duct burner) varies with operating conditions, and in some cases
may even reduce the overall NO, emissions. Table 5-19 shows the
NO, emissions measured at one site upstream and downstream of a
duct burner. This table shows that NO, emiggions are reduced
across the duct burner in five of the eight test runs.

The reason for this net NO, reduction is not known, but it
is believed to be a result of the reburning process in which the
intermediate combustion products from the duct burner interact
with the NO, already present in the gas turbine exhaust. The
manufacturer of the burner whose emission test results are shown
in Table 5-19 states that the following conditions are necessary
for reburning to occur: AT £

1. The burner flame must produce a high temperature in a
fuel-rich zone; '

2. A portion of the turbine exhaust containing NO, must be
introduced into the localized fuel-rich zone with a residence
time sufficient for the reburning process to convert the turbine
Nox to N2 and 02; and )

3. The burner fuel should contain no FBN.

In general, sites using a high degree of supplementary
firing have the highest potential for a significant amount of
reburning. In practice, only a liﬁited number of sites achieve

these reburning conditions due to spec;fic plant operating
78

78

requirements.
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5.6 ALTERNATE FUELS

Because thermal Nbx producticon is an exponential function of
flame temperature (see Section 4.1.1), it follows that using
fuels with flame temperatures lower than those of natural gas or
distillate oils results in lower thermal NO, emissions.
Coal-derived gas and methancl have demonstrated lower NO,
emigsions than more conventional natural gas or oil fuels. For
applications using fuels with high FBN contents,_switching to a
fuel with a lower FBN content will reduce thermal NO, formation
and thereby lower total NO, emissions.

5.6.1 Cgal-Derived Gag

Combustor rig tests have demonstrated that burning
coal-derived gas (coal gas) that has been treated to remove FBN
produces approximately 30 percent of the NO, emission levels
experienced when burning natural gas. This is because coal gas
has a low heat energy level of around 300 Btu or less, which N
results in'a flame temperature lower than that of natural gas.79-
The. cost associated with producing coal gas suitable for
combustion in a gas turbine has made this alternative
economically unattractive, but recent advances in coal
gasification technology have renewed interest in this fuel.

A coal gas-fueled power plant is currently operating in the
United States at a Dow Chemical plant in Placquemine, Louisiana.
This faciiity operates with a subsidy from the Federal
Government, which compensates for the price difference between
coal gas and conventional fuels. Several commercial projects
have been recently announced using technology developed by
Texaco, Shell, Dow Chemical, and the U.S. Department of Energy.
Facilities have been permitted for comstruction in Massachusetts
and Delaware.80

A demonstration facility, known as Cool Water, operated
using coal gas for 5 years in Southerm California in the early
1980's. The NO, emissions were reported at 0.07 1b/MMBtu. 80
Fuel analysis data is not available to convert this NO, emisgsion
level to a ppmv figure. No other emissions data are available.




5.6.2 Methanol
Methanol has a flame temperature of 1925°C (350Q°F) versus

2015°C (3660°F) for natural gas and greater than 2100°C (3800°F)
for distillate oils. As a result, the NO, emission levels when
burning methanol are lower than those for either natural gas or
distillate oils.

Table 5-20 presents Nox emigsion data for a full-scale
turbine firing methanol. The NO, emissions from firing methanol
without water injection ranged from 41 to 60 ppmv and averaged
49 ppmv. This test also indicated that methanol increases
turbine output due to the higher mass flows that result from

.methanol firing. Methanol firing "increased CO and HC emissions

slightly compared to the game turbine's firing distillate oil
with water'injection. All other aspects of turbine performance
were as good when firing methanol as when the turbine fired
natural gas or distillate 0i1.82 ‘Turbine maintenance
requireﬁents were estimated to be lower and turbine life was
estimated to be longer on methanol fuel than on distillate oil. .
fuel because methanol produced fewer deposits in the combustor
and power turbine. | ' '

Table 5-20 also presents NO, emission data for methanol
firing with water injection. At water-to-fuel ratios from
0.11 to 0.24, NO, emissions when firing methanol range from 17 to
28 ppmv, a reduction of 42 to 65 gercent.

In a study conducted at an existing 3.2 MW gas turbine
installation in 1984, a gas turbine was modified to burn
methancl. This study was conductea at the University of
California at Davis and was sponsored by the California Energy
Commission. A new fuel delivery system for methanol was
required, but the only major modifications required for the
turbine used in this study were new fuel manifolds and nozzles.
Tests conducted burning methanol showed no visible smoke
emigsions, and only minor increases in CO emissions. Figure 5-32
shows the NO, emissions measured while burning methanol and
natural gas. Reductions of'up to 65 percent were achieved, as
NO, emissions were 22 to 38 ppm when burning methanol versus
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TABLE 5-20.

)
.
n
o

NO,, EMISSIONS TEST DATA FOaR GAl GAS TURBINE

FIRING METHANOL AT BASELOAD

W/F ratio,
1b/1b

NO, emissions
IS0
conditions,
ppm at 15% 0O,

NOx
reductlog,
percent

41

45

48

49

60

47

53

48

51

52

41

47
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49

N

0.11

28

42.2

0

0.23

17

65.2

p

0.23

18

62.7

Q

b

0.24

3paseload = 25 MW ocutput
Calculated using the average of the uncontrolled emissions.
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62 to 100 ppm for natural gas. In addition to the intrinsically
} lower NO, production, water can be readily mixed with methanol
: ' prior to delivery to the turbine to obtain the additional NO,,
reduction levels achievable with wet injection. Gas turbine
} performance characteristics, including startup, acceleration,
: load changes, and full load power, were all deemed acceptable by
the turbine manufacturer.83

The current econcmics of using methanol as a primary fuel
are not attractive. There are no confirmed commercial
methanol-fueled gas turbine installations in the United States.
5.7 SELECTIVE NONCATALYTIC REDUCTION

Selective noncatalytic reduction (SNCR) is an add-on
technology that reduces NO, using ammonia or urea injection
similar to SCR but operates at a higher temperature. At this
higher operating temperature of 870° to 1200°C (1600° to 2200°F),
the following reaction occurs:84

NO, + NH3'+-02 + HyO + (Hy) - N, + Hy0.

This reaction occurs without requiring a catalyst,
effectively reducing NO, to nitrogen and water. The operating )
temperature can be lowered from 870°C (1600°F) toc 700°C (1300°F)
by injecting hydrogen (H,) with the ammonia, as is shown in the
above equation.

Above the upper temperature limit, the following reaction
occurs: 94

NHy + Oy = NO, + H,0. |

Levels of NO, emissions increase when injecting ammonia or-
i urea into the flue gas at temperatures above the upper
" temperature limits of 1200°C (2200°F).

o Since SNCR does not require a catalyst, this process is more

' attractive than SCR from an economic standpoint. The operating
temperature window, however, is not compatible with gas turbine

- exhaust temperatures, which do not exceed 600°C {(1100°F).
Additionally, the residence time required for the reaction is
approximately 100 milliseconds, which is relatively slow for gas
turbine operating flow velocities.85
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It may be feasible, however, to initiate this reaction in
the gas turbine where operating temperatures fall within the
reaction window, if suitable gas turbine modifications and
injection systems can be developed.85 This control technology
has not been applied to gas turbines to date.

5.8 CATALYTIC COMBUSTION
5.8.1 Procesgsg Degcription

In a catalytic combustor, fuel and air are premixed into a

3

fuel-lean mixture (fuel/air ratio of approximately 0.02) and then
pass into a catalyst bed. In the®bed, the mixture oxidizes
without forming a high-temperature flame front. Peak combustion

temperatures can be limited to beiow 1540°C (2800°F), which is

below the temperature at which 91gn1flcant amounts of thermal NO,
begin to form. 86 an example of a, lean catalytic combustor is
shown in Figure 5- 33, ‘

Catalytic combustors can alsg be designed to operate in a
rich/lean configuration, as shown“in Figure 5-34. 1In this
configuration, the air and fuel are premixed to form a fuel-rich
mixture, which passes through a first stage catalyst where )
combustion begins. Secondary air is then added to produce a lean
mixture, and combustion is completed in a second stage catalyst
bed . 89 “

5.8.2 Applicability

Catalytic combustion technlques apply to all combustor types

and are effective on both distlllate 0il- and natural gas-fired
turbines. Because of the limited. operatlng temperature  range,
catalytic combustors may not be ea51ly applied to gas turblnes
subject to rapid load changes (such as utility peaking
turb:.nes).90 Gas turbines that operate continuously at base load
(such as industrial cogeneration applications) would not be as
adversely affected by any limits on load following capability.9l
5.8.3 Development Status

Presently, the development of"catalytic combustors has been
limited to bench-scale tests of prototype combustors. The major
problem is the development of a catalyst that will have an

.....

acceptable life in the high temperature and pressure environment
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of gas turbine combustors. Additional problems that must be
solved are combustor ignition and how to design the catalyst to
operate over the full gas turbine operating range (idle to full
10ad)._92

5.8 OFFSHORE OIL PLATFORM APPLICATIONS

Gas turbines are used on offshore platforms to meet
compression and electrical power requirements. This application
presents unique challenges for NO, emissions control due to the
duty cycle, lack of a potable water source for wet injection, and
limited space and weight considerations. The duty cycle for
electric power applications of offshore platforms is unique.

This duty cycle is subject to frequent lcad changes that can
instantanecusly increase or decrease by as much as a factor of
10.93 Fluctuating loads result in substantial swings in turbine
exhaust gas temperatures and flow rates. This presents a problem
for SCR applications because the NO, reduction efficiency depends
upon temperature_and space velocity (see Section 5.3.3).

' The lack of a potable water supply means that water must be
‘shipped to the platform or sea water must be desalinated and )
treated. The limited space and weight requirements associated
with an SCR system may also have an impact on capital costs of
the platform. -

A 4-year study is underway for the Santa Barbara County Air
Pollution Control Board to evaluate suitable NO, control
techniques for offshore applications. The goals of the study are
to reduce turbine NO, emissions at full load to 9 ppmv, corrected
to 15 percent O,, firing platform gas fuel and to achieve part
load reductions of 50 percent. The study consists of two phases.
The first phase, an engineering evaluation of available and
emerging emission control technologies, is completed. The second
phase will select the final control technologies and develop
these technologies for offshore platform applications. Phase I




.0of this study concludes that the technologies with the highest
estimated probability for success in offshore applications are:

none

- Water injection plus SCR (80 percent);
- Methanol fuel plus SCR (70 percent);
- Lean premixed combustion plus SCR (65 percent); and
- Steam dilution of fuel prior to combustion plus SCR
(65 percent).
A key conclusion drawn from Phase I of this study is that
of the above technologies or combination of technologies in

offshore platform applications currently has a high probability
of successfully achieving the NO, emission reduction goals of
this study without substantial cost and impacts to platform and
turbine operations, added safety considerations, and other
environmental concerns. These issues will be further studied in
Phase II for the above control technologies.
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6.0 CONTROL COSTS

Capital and annual costs are presented in this chapter for
the nitrogen oxide (NO,) control techniques described in
Chapter 5.0. These control techniques are water and steam
injection, low-NO, combustion, and selective catalytic
reduction - (SCR) used in combination with these controls. Model
plants were developed to evaluate the control techniques for a
range of gas turbine sizes, fuel types, and annual operating
hours. The gas turbinesg chosen for these model plants range in
+ size from 1.1 to 160 megawatts (MW) (1,500 to 215,000 horsepower
[hp]) and include both aeroderivative and heavy-duty turbines.
Model plants were-developed for both natural gas and distillate
oil .fuels. For offshore oil production platforms, cost
information was available only for one turbine model.

The life of the control equipment depends upon many factors,
including application, operating environment, maintenance
practices, and materials of construction. For this study, a
15-year life was chosen.

Both new and retrofit costs are presented in this chapter. _
For water and steam injection, these costs were assumed to be the
game because most of the water treatment system installation can
be completed while the plant is operating and because gas turbine
nozzle replacement and piping connections to the treated water
supply can be performed during a scheduled downtime for
maintenance. Estimated costs are provided for both new and
retrofit low-NO, combustion applications. No SCR retrofit
applications were identified, and costa for SCR retrofit
applications were not available. The cost to retrofit an
existing gas turbine installation with SCR would be considerably
higher than the costs shown for a new installation, especially
for combined cycle and cogeneration installations where the
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heat-recovery steam generator (HRSG) would have to be modified or
replaced to accommodate the catalyst reactor.

This chapter is organized into five sections. Water and
steam injection costs are described in Section 6.1. Low-NO,
combustor costs are summarized in Section 6.2. Costs for SCR
used in combination with water or steam injection or low-NO,
combustion are described in Section 6.3. Water injection and SCR
costs for offshore gas turbines are presented in Section 6.4, and
references are listed in Section.t.s.

6.1 WATER AND STEAM INJECTION AND OIL-IN-WATER EMULSION

Ten gas turbines models werééselected, and from these
turbines 24 model plants were deﬁ?loped using water or steam
injection or water-in-oil emulsion to control NO, emissions.
These 24 models, shown in Table 6-1, characterize variations in
exigting units with respect to tufbine size, type (i.e., aero-
derivative vs. heavy duty), operaﬁing hours, and type of fuel.

A total of 24 model piants were déveioped; 16 of these were
continuous-duty (8,000 hours per year) and 8 were intermittent--
duty (2,000 or 1,000 hours per year). Thirteen of the
continuous-duty model plants burn natural gas fuel; é of the

13 use water injection, and 7 use steam injection to reduce NO,
emissions. The three remaining continuous-duty model plants burn
distillate o0il fuel and use water%injection to reduce NO,
emigsions. Of the eight intermitgent-duty model plants, six
operate 2,000 hours per year (thrgg natural gas-fueled and three
distillate oil-fueled), and two ogerate 1,000 hours per year

- (both distillate oil-fueled). All intermittent-duty model plants

use water rather than steam for NO, reduction because it was
assumed that the additional capital costs associated with steam-
generating equipment could not be justified for intermittent
service. y |

Costs were available for appgging water-in-oil emulsion
technology to only one gas turbinéiJand insufficient data were
available to develop costs -for a g}milar water-injected model

plant for this turbine. As a result, the costs and cost
|
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effectiveness for the water-in-o0il emulsion model plant should
not be compared to those of water-injected model plants.

ll Capital costs are described in Section 6.1.1, annual costs
kJ : are described in Section 6.1.2, and emission reduqtions and the
!;;: cost effectiveness of wet injection controls are discussed in
AR Section 6.1.3. Additional discussion of the cost methodology and
i} details about some of the cost estimating procedures are provided
in Appendix B.

' Fuel rates and water flow rates were calculated for each

;f - model plant using published design power ocutput and efficiency,

' expressed as heat rate, in British thermal units per
kilowatt-hour (Btu/kWh).1 The va?ues for these parameters are
presented in Table 6-2 for each model plant. Fuel rates were
estimated based on the heat rates; the design output, and the
lower heating value (LHV) of the fuel. The LHV's used in this
analysis for natural gas and diesel fuel are 20,610 Btu per pound
(Btu/1b) and 18,330 Btu/lb, respectively, as shown in Table 6-3.°
Water {or steam) injection rates were calculated based on
published fuel rates and water-to-fuel ratios (WFR) provided by‘
manufacturers.8-12 According to a water treatment system
supplier, treatment facilities are designed with a capacity
factor of 1.3.13 an additional 29 percent of the treated water
flow rate is discarded as wastewater.? Consequently, the water
treatment facility design capacity is 68 percent (1.30 x 1.29)
greater than the water (or steam) 1njectlon rate,

6.1.1 Capital Costsg %

The capital costs for each model plant are presented in
Table 6-4. These costs were developed based on methodology in
Reference 2, which is presented inithis section. The capital
costs include purchased equipment'Eosts, direct and indirect
installation costs, and éontingency costs.

6.1.1.1 Bg;ghgggﬂ_ﬂgnip_gg;_ggggg Purchased equipment
costs consist of the injection system, the water treatment

system, taxes, and freight. All costs are presented in
1990 dollars.
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