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EPA has new requirements to reduce air pollution, particularly to reduce emissions of methylene chloride, from flexible polyurethane foam fabrication operations.  Methylene chloride poses health risks to anyone who breathes the air when this compound is present.  Adhesives used in flexible polyurethane foam fabrication operations can contain methylene chloride.  

The primary requirement of this new regulation is that the use of adhesives that contain methylene chloride are prohibited at flexible polyurethane foam fabrication facilities.  A flexible polyurethane foam fabrication facility is defined as a facility where pieces of flexible polyurethane foam are cut, bonded, and/or laminated together or to other substrates.  This would include facilities where the primary products manufactured are flexible polyurethane foam, as well as facilities that produce other products that include flexible polyurethane foam components (e.g., furniture production facilities).  This requirement took effect on July 16, 2007.

For more details and assistance, please talk to your adhesive providers or your EPA regional office contact.  These web links to government contacts are a good place to start:

· http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/area/regional_contacts.pdf
· http://www.smallbiz-enviroweb.org/contacts.aspx 
Other than the prohibition of the use of methylene chloride based adhesives for foam fabrication, the regulation contains the following minor recordkeeping requirements.  There are no associated reporting requirements.

· Each facility where adhesives are used on a loop slitter must keep a compliance certification on file that states that no methylene chloride adhesives are being used.

· Each facility must keep records demonstrating that no methylene chloride adhesives are being used.

You can find a copy of the rule at this link (the foam rule begins on page 38910):


http://www.epa.gov/ttn/atw/area/fr16jy07.pdf
