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Program Overview 

• Funding received from EPA Region 2 to implement a 

“Community Air Toxics Screening Program” 

• The program is designed to assess air quality at the 

community level with help and direction of local groups 

or concerned individuals 

• Application process will be used to select participants 

• NYSDEC will supply reliable, contaminant free 

sampling equipment (60 canisters for 2012) 

• NYSDEC will work with community to determine 

suitable specific locations for VOC air sample collection 

• Canisters will be returned to NYSDEC laboratory for 

TO-15 analysis 
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Participant Recruitment 

• Program opportunity notices: 277 emailed, 43 faxed 

and 75 mailed to local and regional:  

– Environmental advocacy organizations   

– Environmental justice groups 

– Organizations recommended by Regional staff who 

respond to public concerns 

– Individuals who have contacted NYSDEC about air 

quality concerns 

– Civic Associations 
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Application and Selection Process 

• Participation by on-line application process 

• Applications will be scored using the following 

considerations 

– Description of community concern 

– Information on community air quality 

– Sampling in EJ neighborhood or near sensitive 

receptors 

– Other factors: proximity to known sources and 

existing monitors 
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Outreach and Timeline 

• Monitoring and Air Toxics staff developed outreach 

material with Public Affairs and Press Office 

• Created a Sampling Brochure and website 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/81629.html 

• Website includes extensive easy to understand Q&A 

section 

• Press announcement coordinated with Earth Day! 

• 4 page application is a writeable PDF that encourages 

applicants to copy/paste internet maps  (URL / images) 

• Staff are developing a 4 minute video SOP  

• Plan to include a scanable QR code with canister 

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/81629.html


Sampling Equipment 

• 6 L stainless steel Silica lined SUMMA canisters & cane 

• Canisters will be delivered to and retrieved from 

community participants 

• Canisters have passive regulators set  

for 1-Hr sample collection 

• Canisters will be delivered to community 

groups fully assembled 

• A tripod will be provided with the 

canisters to provide a 2 m sampling 

height from the ground 



Sampling Brochure: Pg 1 

DRAFT 



Sampling Brochure: Pg 2 

 DRAFT 
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Results 1: Notification and Level 

• VOC Data will be compared to NYSDEC’s Guideline 

Concentrations (GC) and existing ambient 

concentrations measured at other locations in NYS 

• Level of concern 

– Ten times the Annual GC for carcinogens 

– Above AGC or Short-term GC for non-carcinogens 

• Results with risk communication information sent to 

community groups within 45 days of sampling.  

• Final Project Report will be sent to EPA Region 2 
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Results 2: Addressing Air Quality Concerns 

• Additional monitoring will be conducted in communities 

with results above level of concern 

 -  Program cost estimate includes up to 10% re-sampling 

 -  NYSDEC staff will take 24-hr follow-up canister samples 
 

• If follow-up sampling confirms results of screening 

assessment then: 

-  NYSDEC will try to identify sources in the community 

contributing to the levels of concern. 

-  Recommendation will be made for further evaluation 

through EPA’s Community-Based Air Toxics program.   

 



NYS Department of Environmental  Conservation 

Conclusions 

• We’ll report back at the next meeting. 

• Similar programs in other areas have alleviated 

public concern 

– Hamilton County Ohio has operated a similar 

program for 10 yrs 

– NJDEP is starting a program  





Hamilton County Ohio 

•Program started 10 years ago 

•Issue about 15 canisters a year 

•Not used as an enforcement tool 

•Emphasize that this is one piece of 

data 

•“Canister effect” – some people 

don’t use it 

•Other air agencies are starting a 

program  


