
Differences between the STORET Template and the WQX Web Template 
 
The STORET Template is located at:  
http://www.epa.gov/storet/national_websim.html 
 
The WQX Web Template is located at: 
http://www.epa.gov/storet/wqxweb_downloads.html 
 
Overall Differences: 
 

- WQX Web Template is divided into two files: the data dictionary file and the data 
entry file.  The STORET Template had different tabs within the same file for the 
data dictionary and the data entry sheets.   

- WQX Web Template allows for exporting to a text file.  The STORET Template 
only allowed users to “save as” text files.   

 
Data Element / Data Rule Differences: 
 
 
Projects: 
 

WQX Web Template STORET Template 
Only requires Project ID, Project Name 
and Project Description 

Along with Project ID and Project Name, also 
requires Start Date, Duration and Purpose 
(though Purpose is similar to Description) 

 
 
Monitoring Locations: 
 

WQX Web Template STORET Template 
Calls stations monitoring locations Calls stations, stations 
Requires a Monitoring Location Name Station Name is optional 
Includes the following optional data 
elements: HUC eight digit code, Tribal land 
indicator and Tribal land name 

Only includes the optional data 
elements: Station Name, County and 
Station Description 

Conditionally requires the map scale (e.g. 
24000) if the lat/long of the station was 
determined from a map.  The business rule 
states: required when Horizontal Collection 
Method Name is "Interpolation-Map". 

No rule about map scale 

The Horizontal Collection Method Name is 
the data element name for “Geopositioning 
Method” and is given as the name of the 
method (e.g. GPS-Unspecified) 

Geopositioning Method is given as the 
code for the method (e.g. 028) 

 
 

http://www.epa.gov/storet/national_websim.html
http://www.epa.gov/storet/wqxweb_downloads.html


 
 
Results: 
 

WQX Web Template STORET Template 
Monitoring Location Identifier is required for 
most Activity Types (e.g. for Routine 
Samples), but is otherwise conditional (e.g. 
for some QC Sample types) 

Station ID is always required 

Activity ID must be unique across the 
Organization  

Activity ID can be reused for different 
Stations  

No Activity Category data element; Activity 
Type Code captures all 

Activity Type and Activity Category 
are used to describe the activity type 

Activity Depth Height Measure and Units 
capture the depth at which the activity 
occurred 

Depth to Activity and Units capture 
the depth at which the activity 
occurred 

Sample Collection Method ID must be pre-
entered into WQX Web with ID, Name and 
Context in order for the ID within the 
template to be used without error.   

Sample Collection Procedure ID must 
be pre-entered into STORET before it 
can be used within template without 
error.   

Sample Collection Equipment Name must be 
reported if Sample Collection Method is 
reported 

Sample Collection Equipment Name 
is not in the STORET template and is 
not required 

Result Data Logger Line Name is required if 
Activity Type contains the phrase “Data 
Logger” 

Data Logger Line Name is not in the 
STORET template 

Result Detection Condition Text must be 
reported to give a reason why no result value 
is reported 

Result value can contain reasons why 
no numeric is reported (e.g. Non-
detect) 

Result Status Identifier is required if result is 
reported 

Result Status Identifier is not in the 
STORET template and is not required 

Result Statistical Base Code is included as an 
optional field  

Result Statistical Base Code is not in 
the STORET template 

Result Value Type Name is required if result 
is non-text 

Result Value Type Name is not in the 
STORET template and is not required 

Result Analytical Method Identifier and 
Context are required if Activity Type Code is 
Sample; user can define or use National 
Method 

Field/Lab Procedure and Source are 
required for certain characteristics; 
user can define or use National 
Method 

Detection Quantitation Limit Type Name, 
Measure Value and Unit are required when 
Result Detection Condition Text is "Not 
Detected," Present Above Quantification 
Limit," or "Present and Below Quantification 
Limit" 

Detection Limit and Unit are optional 

 


