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One of the most commonly asked questions organi zations have regarding STORET datais, “What isthe
best method for getting datainto STORET?" The answer will be different for each organization, but there are
some general guidelinesfor porting datainto STORET. These guidelinesinclude considering your
organization’s goals for using STORET and your types of projects, aswell aslooking at the actual datato
be ported. This presentation will cover some of the necessary steps that you can take prior to porting data
into STORET.

Itishelpful to first identify the ways you would like to use STORET. Some examplesinclude using STORET
as the main database system for water quality management, using STORET as the method for
communicating water quality datato EPA and the public, and using STORET as a data repository for
accessing data across borders.

Thetype of project datato be entered into STORET will determine what data elements are required. After
close examination of the data, you can develop alist of required and conditionally required data elements
specific to your dataset. You can also create crosswalk tables to get the datainto the appropriate STORET
format. Although there will be specific data elements that must be provided for every result, such as Project
ID and Station Location information, the required data elementswill vary depending on the type of result.
For example, water samples will have different required elements than biological samples.

Before porting datainto STORET, the Preferences and Defaults section of STORET should contain some
information. Required elements that you must definein STORET before you can enter results datainclude
Analytical Procedures, Sample Collection Procedures, and Gear Configurations. Characteristic Groups are
designed to group the characteristics frequently used. This enablesyou to enter datawith similar metadata
asagroup, rather than entering the metadata for each individual result. These are afew stepsthat you can
take before entering results data that will help simplify the overall porting process.



