
STORET/WQX Conference Call – January 21, 2010, 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern Time 
 
Introduction (Kristen Gunthardt) 

- The minutes from all previous conference calls are available over the web: 
http://www.epa.gov/storet/confcalls.html 

- The next scheduled call will be February 2010.  The exact date will be 
emailed via the list server when the call gets closer.   

- Please email storet@epa.gov and let EPA know you have attended the call 
so that meeting rosters may be kept.   

- If you have a special topic you’d like to lead for an upcoming call, please 
email Gunthardt.Kristen@epamail.epa.gov 

- EPA would like to hear comments you have on the quality of these 
conference calls.  Please send them to storet@epa.gov 

- Please subscribe to the STORET automated listserver for announcements 
regarding conference calls: http://www.epa.gov/storet/listserv.html 

 
2 Big April Meeting – Kristen Gunthardt 

- Exchange Network Apr. 20-22 in Chicago.  Registration is open. Still 
putting together WQX agenda.  Would like to have presence there.  There 
may be travel assistance is available through ECOS. 

- National Water Quality Monitoring Conference in Denver the week 
following the Exchange Network conference.   May be some travel 
assistance available for oral presenters. 

- Like to have feedback about sharing how things are going from a national 
perspective. 

 
STORET Data Warehouse/Distributed STORET – Kristen Gunthardt/Kevin 
Christian 

- STORET Data warehouse refresh schedule has had a spatial enabling 
problem dealing with Enviromapper.  Resided with spatial primary key 
and spatial object.  The ETL had a problem with spatial enabling which 
could reject rows based on the primary key.  Bugs in ETL processing some 
stations that had transactions.  Both issue will be resolved by ETL event 
tonight for stations to be propagated to Warehouse from WQX.  We are 
currently working on a spatial issue and any Bugs that we find.  Currently 
in a weekly incremental phase only.  May do full refresh to synchronize and 
fix ETL bug soon.  Will broadcast on list server, probably next week. 

- STORET distributed db6 – Last dump of reference tables for STORET 2.0 
National Park Service (Dean Tucker)  brought issue that was an issue a 
user – SIM referential integrity script  that was changing data in a table for 
particle size data had units being changed.  Went into software and 
disabled scripting.  Will replace zip file back out there.  This was a SIM 1.0 
issue, but affected some SIM 2.0 particle size data.  List server broadcast 
will announce this fix. 

- Jim Zarneski – clarification.  Has monitoring location, project, and 
chemistry data that he can’t pull out of STORET, when will these be 
available.  These should be a 14 day delta run covering Jan 7 – Jan 21 
batches. 

 
WQX Domain Lists and Requests – Kevin Christian 

- All additions to domain lists should be e-mailed to STORET@epa.gov.  
Identify list, domain value, documentation to it.  Chemical characteristics 
are found in Substance Registry System (SRS).  www.nemi.gov for 
analytical procedures.  Taxa should be referenced from ITIS and Catalogue 
of Life, though these are pending being moved to ITIS.  Anything that is 
requested and is in ITIS, SRS, NEMI would be put in within a couple day 
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turn around (definitely within a week), but send the reference that it is in 
one of these systems. 

- Recommend register with WQX Web to use lookup tables.  It is in CDX 
environment and has GUI.  All domain lists are available with nice front 
end. 

 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with USGS – Kevin Christian 

- Collaborative project that USGS and STORET Warehouse are hosting the 
same web service format and engine.  In the middle of deploying, 
evaluating, and testing.  Should be available in February.  Standardizing 
format, so it will be easier on the data analyst.  Data will come out with 
EPA Registry name. 

- Johnny Purify from Region 4 asked about time stamp related e-mails about 
result time.  Kristen answered that there is no result time in the WQX 
schema, thought we do have data logger timestamp.  Something that we will 
be looking at in the future.  Johnny said that modelers say that time stamp 
is imperative to modeling.  Kristen pointed out that this is at the activity 
level or sample level, rather than the result level. 

 
Domain Values Lists – Kevin Christian 

- Will send link for domain values for legacy STORET, Modern STORET, 
WQX through list serve.  This may be valuable to have.  Legacy STORET 
and Modern STORET are static systems.  WQX is dynamic. 

 
Q and A 
 
Q: Jim Zarneski – How do I get added to list serve? 
A: Kristen answered that he should send e-mail to list server owner inbox.  

This is on the STORET website.  Send e-mail to STORET@epa.gov after 
the call and they will reply with the correct e-mail to apply to. 

Q: Bruce Tuttle ID – how is correlation between USGS and STORET 
characteristics values going? 

A: Kevin Christian said USGS has mapped all parameter codes to the 
corresponding EPA Registry Names (WQX characteristics).  WQX is not 
trying to make a new standard like STORET characteristic names. What is 
in SRS is what is or can be in WQX. 

Q: Bill with DEQ in MT – NWIS PCodes are multiple per each analyte.  There 
are differences in units and media.  Are these all going to be convereted? 

A: Kevin answered that stewards are USGS.  Everything will be converted.  
However there will be separate services, but use the same engine.  ie. The 
STORET services are distinct from the NWIS services.   Kristen said check 
NWIS Water Quality web services page for documentation.  The schema 
won’t change, there may be some discrepancy between NWIS domains and 
STORET, for example if NWIS has an additional station type. 

 
Participants on call (based on who emailed storet@epa.gov) 
Dean Tucker     National Park Service 
Deb Soule      NH Department of Environmental Services 
Deb Merrill      RI Department of Environmental Management 
Linda Cartwright    Tennessee DEC 
Michael J. Whitman    WV Department of Environmental Protection 
James F. Hudson    Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Jim Porter     Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Jolene McQuillan    Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Jon Becker     USEPA, Region 4 
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Won Kim     Oregon DEQ 
Elizabeth A. Florom    Bureau of Water, SC 
Molly M. Pulket     PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Eric Wilson     Gulf Coast System LLP 
Andrea S. Thomas    NC DWQ- Environmental Sciences Section 
Erik W. Leppo     Tetra Tech  
Linda Cartwright    Tennessee Department of Environmental Control 
R. Bruce Tuttle     Idaho Dept of Water Resources 
Arne Sjodin      Public Health & Environment,CO 
Jim Porter     Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Deepti Puri     USEPA 
Kevin Christian      USEPA 
Kristen Gunthardt    USEPA 
Paul R. Andrews    RTI International 
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