«
(eo Stay
> s

; A%
g % UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTlON AGENCY
"‘1,, e _ - REGION VI
e ' 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
 DALLAS, TEXAS 75202
REPLY TO: '6T-AN ' NOV 21 1589 )
MEMORANDUM | |

,SUBJECT' Request for Use of ISCST and ISCLT Ver51on 6. 2 in Formosa
L Plastics PSD App]ication R . .

 FROM:

Jam slw. Yarbrough e '
e . -3 "'Modeiing Contact Region 6 (6T-AN)
. TJ0: - Dean Hilson '

Mode] Ciearinghouse (MD 14)

During ‘the week of November 14 1988 I discussed w1th you and Joe Tikvart
my need to advise Formosa P]astics Corporation as to the proper version

- of ISC in its upcoming PSD application for a chemicai production fac111ty-
at Port Comfort Texas. ;f*~ T IR _ _

My understanding at the time of my discussions w1th you was that Formosa :
" intended to do préliminary I1SC modeling to acquire a qualitative sense.
of its estimated air quality impact. Also, I understood that Formosa
“would probabiy alter its presently-planned control technology, prompting -
~ changes in the presently-planned plant configuration. ‘These changes.
would, of course, necessitate re-modeling the facility before the
~State of ‘Texas and Region 6 could consider Formosa's final PSD appli-
oo cation. At that time I understood that Formosa did not intend to
.= fiie a fina1 PSD application for many weeks or even severai months.r~

Based upon the above understanding, Joe. Tikvart and I agreed that For-
mosa should use ISCST and ISCLT version 6.7 or even the proposed version
6.8 to gain its preiiminary, qualitative information. We agreed that
‘Formosa should then use the currently approved version of I1SC when
/1t does its final PSD modeling, assuming the time between the final
modeiing and its PSD appiication submittal is not unduiy ]ong. '—_;'
Since my discussions w1th you and Joe during the ueek of November 14
- however, Formosa has ‘informed ‘me that ‘it intends to complete the fina1
PSD modeling for the proposed Point Comfort facility by December 10,
- 1988, and file its PSD appiication shortly: thereafter.:‘Consequentiy.
-1 now believe that the use of ISCST and ISCLT version 6 2 1n the For- -
- mosa case is Justified.“ T o R

I have attached my proposed ISC directions to Formosa in this matter.
~Given (1) the uncertainty of the timing of the Formosa application,

~(2) the continuing uncertainties with ISC, and (3) the size and potential
impact of the facility, my draft letter: is cautious but, I think, compre-
N R ‘hensive. I'would appreciate your timely review of this draft letter

L .and a positive, uritten response as soon as possib]e. Thank you.
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Attachment

€C: Joseph Tikvart (MD 14)
Lo John Hepoia (GT-E) '




| DRAFT
REPLY TO: 6T-AN

Mr. Jday Su
. Plant Manager
_ Formosa Plastics Corporat1on -
P.0. Box 400 e PR CRTI
Point Comfort, Texas 77978 o T N

: fﬂRE Update on Use of Industr1a1 Source Comp]ex (ISC) Mode] :;-;5
' Dear Mr. Su: |
- As you reca]] our té]ephoneICOnversatiohs of November 17, 1988, concerned

- ~the proper version of the ISC air dispersion model to use in the case of
the planned expans1on of Formosa s P01nt Comfort Texas fac111ty.

,"Dur1ng our conversations you 1nd1cated that Formosa p]ans to comp1ete 1ts

~ final Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) modeling by December

10, 1988, and submit its final PSD application soon thereafter. This

. 'was a somewhat different schedule than I understood, and, in fact, Tony

- Wayne's November 10, 1988, letter to you (copy enclosed) 1nd1cates in

-~ "the fourth paragraph that ‘we believed Formosa's initial PSD permit ap-

" plication submittal would not be a final one. “Based upon this under-

.~ .standing, we advised you in Tony's letter to use ISC version 6.8 in
~_your. modeling because we believed that version 6.8 would be available
‘to you by November 10, 1988, and that Formosa would be rev151ng 1ts

in1t1a1 modeling ]ater anyway. : _

Your plans to now comp]ete the final PSD mode11ng by December 10, 1988
coupled with continuing unavailability of a "fix" to ISC version 6.7
(we believe this will be called ISC version 6.8), changes our position
on the proper version of ISC in this application. Therefore, Region 6
- will support Formosa's use of ISCST and ISCLT version 6.2 in its f1na1
PSD app]1cat10n mode]lng with the fo]]ow1ng provisos L

(1) the f1na1 Point Comfort PSD modeltng will be substant1a1ly ,
~ complete by December 10, 1988, or by the time the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) makes the "fix" to ISC
version 6.7 available to commercial users, whichever comes
first (It)is my understand1ng from our Headquarters that this
EPA *fix" to version 6.7 will not be ava11ab1e to commercia] 2
- users before mld-December.) ;“~' b Lo

(2) the flna] Po1nt Comfort PSD app11cat1on will be subm1tted
to the Texas Air Control Board (TACB) expeditlously fo]]ow1ng
your December 10, 1988, mode11ng dead]xne e
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2 DRAFT

Please nbte that any changes made after the PSD‘mOdeling you plan to com-

. plete by December 10, 1988, (in plant configuration,xemission rates, stack

. parameters or any other aspect) that m1ght cause a change in the estimated
‘air-quality impact must be modeled using the 15C vers1on that is approved-
for regulatory use at that t1me. .

I have discussed th1s issue w1th Tony Wayne and Cyrl] Durrenberger of the
TACB, and they are in agreement w1th my position as I have outlined it to

- you 1n this letter..

1 hope that this gives you the guidance that you need to. proceed w1th
Formosa's PSD application. Thank you for your cont1nu1ng cooperation
with, and sensitivity to, our regulatory procedures in this matter.

If I can provide any further guidance to you, please call me.

R S
‘Sincerely yours, -

{

James W. Yarbrough
Air Programs Branch
SIP/NSR Review Section (6T-AN)

Enclosure

cc: Tony Wayne (6T-ET)
Cyril Durrenberger, TACB
Keren Horne, TACB



