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Dciir Ms. Jackson: 

A coalilioti of Texas cities and river authorities recently met with the in my capacity as Chairmen of the Sunset 
Advisory Commission to cxprss their concall about a proposed requirement of the U.S. Etlvironrnental Protection 
Agency, Kegion 6 IEPA). 

-. 
1 exas' Sunset hdviso~y Coml~iission's main function is to identify and eliminate waste, duplication, and illefficiency 
in govenllnent agencies. As you may how,  the 'Texas Cotnmissiot~ on Environnle~ltal Quality (TCEQ) is curretltIy 
unclcrgoieg Sunset review. Utidoubredly. the efficiencies and effectiveness of 'TCEQ's penllitting will be a large part 
nf that review. 

EPA is directing TCEQ to require operetors of wastewater treatment facilities to achieve and inaintain compliance 
with pennit limits based on the sublethal whole efiluent toxicity (WE'I') test. As curretltly proposed by EPA, the 
requirement of sublethal WET rests will result in Texas ptmnittees spendit~g tvlillio~ls of ui~nccessary dollars. 

One of the cuncenls ofTexi\s p x ~ i t t c a  with sublethal pennit li~nits is that the EPA does not have a technical basis 
for its position that sublelhal WET permit limits are needed to pi-otcct the alvironment. Also, imposing this pemlit 
prc~visiori will result in Texas pennittees having to cond~~ct expensive studies to identify the cause of the sublethal 
failures and proposed corrective aciions. 

;c: " .r 
Thcsc types of studies have gcrleerally not been successful. When the study is inconclusive, the pennitteeplay k 
forced to irnl~lemcnr very cxpctisi\te col~ecrivc actions that do ~iot clilni~rate the sublethal test failures. T?-:clat$c 

r - pcnl~itlees haw 1101 becn succcsshl in climitlaring tcst failures when only sublethal e f f ~ t s  are present. !- r4 
:I ;-.a 

The caalitiotr lras met several times with EPA, but i t  has been ut~successfbl in its efforts to negotiate a re$on* , :. 
approach. Thereibre. 1 am asking you to support the coaIitionqs position in this matter, which is that EP%ho&l not .:: - - 

b -, -- . 
require 'I'C'EQ to implenlent sublethal pc~~irit litnits until the Cc~llowing requktnents are met: 

T I  - 7, - *- 
2' " 

'%. 

The frequency and magnitude of effluent sublethal test failures that are a meanir~gftil predictor of - 
C, -r 

adverse impacts on aquatic life in the receiving waters ore identified. r 

It can hc demnnstratcd that there are reliable scientific methods that pern~ittees can use to identify and 
eliminate the causes of sublethal test failures. 

As Cbnimian of the Sunset Commissio~~, I encourage you to work with the agwcy to ensure efficiency and 
viabilily it1 the ~xlmitting proccss. 111 an already struggling economy. the proposed requireinents of the EPA Cdn have 
a detrimci~tal econotilic impact on Texas permittees. 
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'Sexas cities and river autlior~ties are committed to protecting the water resources of the State. However, as they 
struggle to mcct thair budgetary rcquiremunts, tiley are very concerned with illsuri~lg that the limited funds that are 
ovai lablr: arc cxpended Tor programs with denionstrated bencfits and feasibility. 

Ttlonk you in advance for your consideration, I certainly appreciate you allowirig me to share my views with you on 
Ihis vely importanl issue. If I  nay be assistance to you in the Future on this or any other issue. please do not hesitate 
to cotilact me. 

Sincerely, 

I cc. MI.. A1 Armendariz, EPA Region 6 Administrator 
Mr. Mark R. Vickery, P.G.. TCEQ Executive Director 
Senator Kay Bailey Hutcttinso~l 
Senator JoIin Cornyn 
Congrcsslnan Joe L. Barton 
Congressman Kevin Brady 
Uongresenan Michael C. Hurgess 
Congress~nan John R. Caner 
f onyress~~~an K. Michael Conaway 
Congressman Henry R. Cuellar 
Cvagresstnan Soh11 Culberson 
Congressman Lloyd Doggett 
Cot~grcssmnii Chet Edwnrds 
Congressman Louie Gohn~ert 
Congressmen Cl~arles A. Goimlez 
Cungresswomau Kay Granger 
Congress~~lan A l  Green 
Congressman Gcne Green 
Congressinan Ralph M. Hall 
Congressman Jeb Hensarling 
Cotmgressmwi Ruben Hii~trjosa 
Cot~gresswoman Slleila jack sol^-Lee 

Congresswvman Eddie Bai~ice Jolmson 
Congressrnrtn Sain Jotmson 
Congressman Kenny Marchant 
Congreswnan Michacl McCaul 
Congressman Katidy Neugebauer 
Congressman Pete OIson 
Congrtssman Solvlnon 1'. Ortiz. Sr. 
Congressmail Roil Paul 
Congressman Ted Poe 
Congressman Silvestre Reyes 
Congresstnar~ Ciro D. Rodriguez 
Congressil~an Pete Sessio~is 
Congressma~i Lamar Smith 
Conpressinnn Willinm "Mac" Thornbemy 
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