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Providence Engineering and Environmental Group LLC 
 

 
 
January 11, 2012 
 
 
 
Diane Smith, Environmental Protection Specialist 
Water Quality Protection Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Ave. 
Dallas, TX 75202–2733 
 
Re: Comments to the Draft TMDLs for Total Suspended Solids, Sediment, and Turbidity 

for Selected Subsegments in the Lake Pontchartrain Basin, Louisiana proposed at 
76 FR 70442, November 14, 2011  
 

Dear Ms. Smith, 
 
On behalf of Occidental Chemical Corporation (OxyChem), Providence appreciates the 
opportunity to submit these comments concerning the Draft TMDLs for Total Suspended 
Solids, Sediment, and Turbidity for Selected Subsegments in the Lake Pontchartrain Basin, 
Louisiana.  As per the original public notice, the deadline for submitting comments was 
December 29, 2011, recently extended via notice at 76 FR 77226 to January 13, 2012.   
 
The OxyChem Geismar, Louisiana chemical manufacturing facility is currently authorized to 
discharge treated process wastewater and storm water associated with industrial activity 
under the authority of Louisiana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) permit 
number LA0002933 issued by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) 
with an effective date of September 1, 2007.  Under the authority of the LPDES permit, 
OxyChem is authorized to discharge the following wastewater streams: 
 

Outfall 001, the continuous discharge of treated process wastewaters, process area 
storm water, utility wastewater consisting of cogeneration wastewaters, boiler blowdown, 
north and south plant cooling tower blowdown, deionization and ion exchange 
regeneration, sanitary wastewater and miscellaneous industrial utility wastewaters.  
 
Internal Outfall 101, the intermittent discharge of process wastewaters from the EDC 
Units (to BASF). 
 
Outfall 002, the intermittent discharge of non-process area storm water runoff from the 
chlor-alkali units, MCF area storm water, excess capacity process area storm water from 
the chlorinated organics units, railyard drain sump II, and chlor-alkali units, and 
miscellaneous wastewaters including but not limited to steam trap blowdown, clarified 
water, fire water, instrument air and compressor blowdown, and potable water. 
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Outfall 001 is discharged to the Mississippi River, while Internal Outfall 101 is routed to 
BASF for treatment and discharge to the Mississippi River under the authority of BASF’s 
LPDES permit.  OxyChem’s current LPDES permit identifies the receiving stream for Outfall 
002 as Blind River via Smith Bayou.  This portion of Blind River is defined in the Louisiana 
Administrative Code (LAC) at Title 33:IX.1123, Table 3, as water quality subsegment 
040403, “Blind River – From headwaters to Amite River Diversion Canal (Scenic)”.  The 
Fact Sheet and Rationale issued with the draft permit on May 23, 2007 incorrectly identified 
the receiving stream as Blind River via Smith Bayou in water quality subsegment 040401, 
which is defined at LAC 33:IX.1123.Table 3 as “Blind River – From Amite River Diversion 
Canal to Lake Maurepas”.  
 
Attached as Figure 1 is a map identifying the OxyChem Geismar facility, the permitted final 
Outfalls, the Outfall 002 effluent route, and LDEQ’s watershed subsegment boundaries.  
The discharge from final Outfall 002 is made into a drainage canal; thence to Smith Bayou; 
thence to Bayou Francois in water quality basin subsegment 040404, which is defined at 
LAC 33:IX.1123, Table 3 as “New River – From Headwaters to New River Canal”.  Near the 
Intersection of Cornerview Road and Nash Drive in the City of Gonzales, a diversion canal 
diverts water from New River into Bayou Francois.  New River and Bayou Francois then 
converge approximately 12 stream miles downstream at an Ascension Parish pump station 
where the two streams are pumped into New River Canal.   Thus, the correct description for 
the OxyChem Geismar Outfall 002 effluent routing is “to un-named drainage ditch to Smith 
Bayou, thence to Bayou Francois”.  
 
The Draft TMDLs for Total Suspended Solids, Sediment, and Turbidity for Selected 
Subsegments in the Lake Pontchartrain Basin, Louisiana incorrectly identifies the OxyChem 
Geismar facility, along with numerous other facilities, as point source dischargers to water 
quality subsegment 040401.  Based on the information presented above and on the 
attached Figure 1, OxyChem believes that the discharge from the OxyChem Geismar 
facility through Final Outfall 002, which first enters water quality subsegment 040404 thence 
subsegment 040403 prior to entering subsegment 040401 approximately 29 miles 
downstream does not possess the reasonable potential to cause or contribute to elevated 
levels of total suspended solids, sediment, or turbidity in subsegment 040401.  Therefore, 
OxyChem requests that the Geismar facility be removed from the final TMDL.  
 
If you have any questions or require any additional information regarding these comments 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (225) 766-7400. 
 
Sincerely, 
Providence  

 
Aimee’ R. Killeen 
Project Director 
1201 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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FIGURE 1 
 

CORRECTED EFFLUENT ROUTE 
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Base map comprised of Bing Maps aerial imagery from (c) 2010
Microsoft Corporation and its data suppliers.
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