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1 “RE-BUILDING THE CITY’S WATER SYSTEMS FOR THE 21°" CENTURY”
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Ref: Comments on TMDLs for Fecal Coliform Bacteria for Subsegments 041302 and
041401 in the Lake Pontchartrain Basin, Orleans Parish (East Bank of Orleans Parish

bounded by Jefferson Parish and Hwy 11)

Dear Ms. Smith:

The Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans wishes to object to the proposed Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) criteria of 400 colonies/100mL (5/01-10/31) and 2000
colonies/100mL (11/01-4/30) for the above referenced subsegments.

Following are the reasons for our objection:

Most of the water bodies included in these segments (with the exception of the Bayou
Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge wetlands) are man-made drainage canals. The 90
miles of canals are exempt from TMDL regulation pursuant to LAC § 1109, Title 33,
Part 1X, which exempts Man-made water bodies from TMDL review. Man-made
water bodies are defined in this section as “a ditch, canal or channelized stream
created specifically and used primarily for drainage or conveyance of water”. The
drainage canals that would be subject to TMDLs clearly meet this definition.
Since primary contact recreation (swimming) is clearly not encouraged, intended or
appropriate in the drainage canals, it is incorrect to develop primary contact criteria
for these canals, If TMDLs are to be based on recreational use of Orleans Parish
water bodies, they should be limited to secondary contact recreation in Orleans
Parish, although no drainage canals are designated or appropriate for fishing either.
We also question the sampling procedure used to set the Fecal Coliform limits in
Orleans Parish. Data from only one sample point inadequately represents the 90 miles
of canals that comprise segment 041401. Furthermore, wet weather flow rates in
these canals are largely dependent on pumping stations at the mouths of the canals;
this has not been factored into determination of flow rates.
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December 9, 2012 letter
USEPA

The Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans is committed to retaining good water quality
in the canals under its jurisdiction; however, for the reasons stated above, we cannot support

the proposed TMDLs for fecal coliform and request a reassessment of proposed standards.

Sincerely,

W’/ﬁ/dﬁ

Marcia St. Martin
Executive Director

CC: Robert Miller, Deputy Director
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