MOILZENCORBIN

March 11, 2011

Suzanna M. Perea

Permits & Technical Section (6WQ-PP)

EPA Region 6 Water Quality Protection Division
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202-2733

RE: Town of Mesilla Small Municipal Separate Storm System
Submittal of Revised NOI and SWMP

Dear Ms Perea,

On behalf of the Town of Mesilla, we respectfully submit Notice of Intent/Stormwater
management plan for your review and acceptance.

The Town of Mesilla is a rural farmland community with a quaint historic district in their center.
The Town of Mesilla throughout recent years has embraced stormwater quality. Their process
encourages planned growth for their town and has been a good steward to the community’s
rural farm experience. We hope that you find that these documents fulfill the requirements of
EPA water quality initiative.

If you have any questions or need additional information please feel free to call me.

Sincerely
MOLZEN CORBIN

’ 7\ : }7 ‘I-i—’,i-_ﬁ
John T. Montoya, PE, PS
Senior Professional Engineer

Attachments

ol o3 Mayor Nora Barraza, Town of Mesilla
Debra Lujan, Public Works Director

Cemmetce Drive. Suilte’F. LasCruces. NM 880 5755220049 Te 575522 7884 Fax MolzenCorbin.com



Notice of Intent (NOI)
Town of Mesilla, New Mexico

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
General Permit For Discharges From Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Systems (MS4) — Permit No. N\MR04L001
AO Docket No. CWA-06-2009-1886

1. Legal Name of the MS4 Operator: Public Works Department, Town of Mesilla, New
Mexico

Mailing address: Mesilla Town Hall
P.O. Box 10
Mesilla, NM 88046
575-524-3262

Office/Department Responsible for Compliance with Small MS4 Permit Compliance
and Development/Implementation of Storm Water Management Plan:
Mailing address: Public Works Department

Mesilla Town Hall

P.O. Box 10

Mesilla, NM 88046

575-524-3262

Contact Person: Debbie Lujan, Public Works Director
Telephone Number: 575-524-3262

2. The MS4 Operator is a: Municipal Corporation (Township)

3. The Small MS4 is located in the Town of Mesilla (automatically designated under 40 CFR
122.32(a)(1)) located centrally within Dona Ana County, New Mexico. The approximate center
of the Town of Mesilla Small MS4 is 32.2744338 latitude and 106.7954167 longitude. A map
showing the general area of the Town of Mesilla is shown in Figure 1 (page 3). The total Town
of Mesilla area is approximately 5.5 square miles or 3,520 acres.

4. The major receiving water is the Rio Grande River which is approximately 1.8 miles west of
the Town of Mesilla boundary. The MS4 Does discharge to waters for which a TMDL
applicable to discharges from the MS4 has been approved. See Attachment 1 (page 5) for
discussion on how the eligibility requirements of Part 1.4.6 of the MS4 permit have been met.

5. The MS4 is NOT located on Indian Country lands.

6. The MS4 operator is NOT relying on another governmental entity to satisfy one or more
permit obligations.

7. Part 1.5, Endangered Species Act (ESA) Eligibility Provisions Documentation: See
Attachment 2 (page 6).
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8. Part 1.6, National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Eligibility Provisions Documentation:
See Attachment 3 (page 7).

9. A summary of issues raised in any local public comments received by the Town of Mesilla
(the MS4 operator) on the draft NOI/SWMP information and the Town of Mesilla’s responses
will be summarized in Attachment 4 (page 8) following the 60-day public review period and
prior to submitting the final NOI to the EPA Region VI.

10. A description of the storm water management program (SWMP), including best management
practices (BMP’s) that will be implemented and the measurable goals for each of the storm water
minimum control measures specified in Part 5.3 of the permit, the month and year in which the
MS4 operator will start and fully implement each of the minimum control measures or the
frequency of the action, the name of the person(s) or position(s) responsible for implementing or
coordinating the SWMP. See Attachment 5 (pages 9-14).

LL. I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on my inguiry of
the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for
gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
true, accurate, and complete. [ am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Signed: \TIMCL i é‘a'{"('ﬁ’k‘/t Date: % {(u /Zo u

The Honorable Nora L. Barraza
Mayor, Town of Mesilla
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Attachment 1
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Eligibility Documentation

The Town of Mesilla is located southwest of the City of Las Cruces, New Mexico and east of the
Rio Grande River. Two areas within the Town of Mesilla have been placed on the National
Register of Historic Places, the Town Plaza, and the entire Mesilla Historic District. Much of the
town’s infrastructure is outdated and not intended for the modern development surrounding the
township. Solutions for improving and upgrading the existing infrastructure network has been
recognized and outlined in the Town of Mesilla Infrastructure Plan, dated July 2007. The Town
of Mesilla receives virtually no run-off from areas outside of the town limits. The town is
protected from the west by the Rio Grande levee system. Drainage from the east is controlled by
a Corps of Engineer’s Dam, the City of Las Cruces’ drainage system, Elephant Butte Trrigation
District (EBID) drains, and the railroad tracks.

All storm water from the Town of Mesilla eventually flows into the Rio Grande River;
approximately 1.8 miles west of the MS4 permitted area of the Township. The Town of
Mesilla’s drainage system consists of approximately 3 miles of storm drain, with catch basins.
manholes, and a pump station generally located within the historic area of town. The drainage
systems west of the Mesilla Lateral collect storm water and then discharge the collection into the
EBID Mesilla Drain. Drainage from the eastern part of Town is collected in storm drains and
discharged to the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) storm drain system
located along New Mexico State Highways 26 and 292. It is then transported through the storm
drains to the pump station located on New Mexico Highway 26 just north of New Mexico
Highway 373 (Union Avenue). The pump station pumps the storm water through a force main
and discharges the water to the EBID Park Drain. In 2007 the Town of Mesilla annexed
approximately 748 acres of land from Dona Ana C ounty. This area contains uncontrolled
arroyos, highly erosive soils and scattered development.

The Clean Water Act (CWA) of 1972 is the basis of surface water quality protection in the
United States. The Act aims to reduce both point source (emanating from a single point, such as
the outfall of a pipe) and non-point source (lacking a single point of discharge. such as sheet flow
over farmland) pollution that degrades the quality of streams and lakes. CWA initially focused
on reduction of point source discharges and then non-point discharges, and now has evolved to a
watershed management approach. As part of that more systemic scheme, the Act mandate states
to develop total maximum daily load (TMDL) stream management plans that identify and
address specific chemical, physical, or biological parameters that could have adverse effect on
the aquatic species in a given watershed. TMDLs define the level of a given contaminant that
can be discharged to a stream without exceeding the water quality standards.

The storm drainage system infrastructure plan consists of inspecting the existing storm drains:
making safety, structural and water quality improvements to the existing system, improving areas
of ponding during rain events and the development and adaptation of a Storm Water
Management Program (SWMP) along with Best Management Practices (BMPs). The Surface
Water Quality Bureau conducted a TMDL study in 2007 of the lower Rio Grande using the
Leasburg Dam to divide the boundary that is of interest. The study found that Bacteria or E.
Coli. was of main concern. Probable sources included Impervious Surface Runoff, Municipal

S ——————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Town of Mesilla - Small MS4 NOI

Page 6



Areas, On-Site Treatment System (septic tanks), Permitted Runoff from Confined Animal
Feeding Operations, Rangeland Grazing, Waste from Pets, Waterfowl and local Wildlife.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
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Attachment 2
Endangered Species Act (ESA) Eligibility Documentation

Consistent with the conditions of the MS4 General Storm Water Permit, the impacts of storm
water discharge-related activities on federally listed endangered and threatened species, and
designated critical habitat must be assessed. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s list of federal
endangered and threatened species of concern for Dona Ana County, New Mexico includes
various species. These species include the following;

Several species within this watershed are listed as either threatened or endangered by both State
and Federal agencies. Federally listed endangered species include the Rio Grande silvery
minnow (Hybognathus amarus), northern aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis septentrionalis),
and southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus). Federally listed threatened
species include the Mexican spotted owl (Strix occidentalis lucida). Additional species listed by
the State as endangered include the common ground dove (Columbina passerine pallescens),
interior least tern (Sterna antillarum athalassos), and desert bi ghorn sheep (Ovis Canadensis
mexicana). Additional species listed by the State as threatened include the neotropic cormorant
(Phalacrocorax brasilianus), common black-hawk (Bureogallus anthracinus anthracinus),
Lucifer hummingbird (Calothorax lucifer), Costa’s hummingbird (Calvpre costae), broad-billed
hummingbird (Cynanthus laitrostris), Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii), gray vireo (Vireo vicinior),
Baird’s sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii), varied bunting (Passerina versicolor), spotted bat
(Fuderma maculanim), and the Dofia Ana talussnail (Sonorella todseni).

Therefore, it is herein assumed that there are no aquatic species in the Rio Grande River at or
downstream of the small MS4 planning area or discharge points that would be afforded
protection under ESA.

Therefore the Town of Mesilla meets the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Eligibility Provisions
of the MS4 permit under Criterion A: no endangered or threatened species or critical habitat
occur in the proximity of the MS4 or points where authorized discharges would reach the Rio
Grande River or any other waters of the United States, the Town of Mesilla is in compliance with
all ESA eligibility provisions for a small MS4 permit.

e e
Town of Mesilla - Small MS4 NOI Page 8



Attachment 3
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Eligibility Documentation

Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, the
Town of Mesilla is required to asses any potential effects on historic properties (36 CFR 800).
Section 110 of the NHPA required that the Town of Mesilla complete an inventory of historic
properties located on its land (36 CFR 60, 63, 78, 79 and 800). Through this inventory, the
Town of Mesilla has determined that two sites exist within the Town of Mesilla, the Town Plaza
itself, and the entire Mesilla Historic District. The NHPA requires the Town of Mesilla to
evaluate all possible impacts to these resources. Thus, any actions necessary to uphold this MS4
Permit will be evaluated to ensure no impacts will occur on these historic properties. If it
becomes apparent that an action associated with the MS4 permit could potentially affect historic
properties, the permit holder will request that the Town of Mesilla initiate consultation with the
New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office to determine the best mitigation practices to
prevent adverse effects to historic properties. However, no actions associated with the MS4
permit that will impact any documented historic properties located in the Town of Mesilla are
currently envisioned.

Based on the information provided above and considering the Town of Mesilla has helped two of
its own locations to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Town Plaza, and
the entire Mesilla Historic District. the Town of Mesilla meets the National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) Eligibility Provisions of the MS4 permit under Criterion A: storm water discharges,
allowable non-storm water discharges, and discharge-related activities do not effect a property
that is listed or is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places as maintained by
the Secretary of the Interior.
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Attachment 4

Summary of Issues Raised In Any Local Public Comments Received By The MS4
Operator On the Draft NOI/SWMP Information And MS4 Operator’s Responses

Any issues/comments raised during the public review of this NOI will be summarized here and
addressed by the Town of Mesilla (Small MS4 Operator) following the 60-day public review
period and prior to submitting the final NOI to the EPA Region VL.

e ———
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