
Middle Rio Grande Stormwater MS4 Technical Advisory Group 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT, CREATING THE MIDDLE RIO 
GRANDE MS4 TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP, IN SUPPORT OF 
COMPLIANCE EFFORTS FOR A STORMWATER DISCHARGE 
PERMITTING SYSTEM FOR THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE VALLEY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT. 

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 6 
regulates the discharge of storm water from municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) in 
New Mexico through the issuance of an MS4 permit for the Middle Rio Grande valley 
urbanized area under the authority of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) regulations (40CFR122); and 

WHEREAS, the Middle Rio Grande area is comprised of many diverse local, state, 
federal and tribal entities, each with separate and distinct authority and responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Middle Rio Grande area entities potentially eligible for authorization 
under the proposed NPDES General Permit No. NMR04AOOO (hereinafter "MS4 Permit"), and 
therefore are eligible to enter into this Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter "Agreement") in 
furtherance of the requirements of the MS4 Permit, are the City of Albuquerque, Albuquerque 
Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA), University ofNew Mexico, New 
Mexico Department of Transportation District 3, Bernalillo County, Sandoval County, Village of 
Corrales, City of Rio Rancho, Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, Kirtland Air Force Base, Town of 
Bernalillo, State Fairgrounds/Expo New Mexico, the Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood 
Control Authority (SSCAFCA), the Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority 
(ESCAFCA), Sandia National Laboratories/Department of Energy, Pueblo of Sandia, Pueblo of 
Isleta, and Pueblo of Santa Ana (collectively "Storm water Management Entities"); and 

WHEREAS, the proposed MS4 Permit encourages cooperative efforts among separate 
local, state, federal and Tribal governments to reduce the amount of pollutants discharged with 
stormwater from the Middle Rio Grande urbanized area MS4s; and 

WHEREAS, continued cooperation among the Stormwater Management Entities in the 
MS4 Permit offers an enhanced opportunity for each entity to remain aware of the requirements 
in the MS4 Permit and facilitate compliance with conditions of the permit; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED THAT: 

1. The signatories to this Agreement (hereinafter collectively referred to as "Parties" 
and individually referred to as "Party") support and encourage a cooperative commitment to 
assist one another with technical issues regarding compliance with the MS4 Permit and agree to 
form the Middle Rio Grande MS4 Technical Advisory Group (MS4TAG). 
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2. The purpose of the MS4TAG will be to exchange technical information regarding 
compliance with the MS4 Permit, exchange ideas among Parties regarding compliance efforts, 
and exchange information regarding illicit discharges detected within each Party's jurisdiction. 
The MS4TAG shall have no binding financial authority and shall be strictly advisory in nature. 

3. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as obligating a Party to this 
agreement to expend funds for any purpose, and no Party shall be required to contribute any 
funds in order to participate in this Agreement. In the event the Parties determine that any joint 
expenditure of funds among multiple Parties becomes necessary in order to comply with the 
requirements of the MS4 Permit, a separate agreement shall be entered into between the affected 
Parties regarding any and all such expenditures at that time. 

4. The term of this Agreement shall run from the date the MS4 Permit is issued by 
the EPA until the date the MS4 Permit is terminated or expires, whichever occurs first. This 
Agreement may be terminated in its entirety at any time upon the mutual agreement of all of the 
then-existing Parties to this Agreement. In the event any Party wishes to withdraw from this 
Agreement without terminating the other Parties' interests in this Agreement, withdrawal shall 
become effective upon ninety (90) days prior written notice to the other Parties. Withdrawal 
shall fully and completely terminate that Party's interest in and obligations under this 
Agreement. Following any Party's withdrawal, this Agreement shall continue in full force and 
effect as to all remaining Parties to the extent possible. 

5. This Agreement does not address the "Public Education and Outreach" or 
"Cooperative Sampling" sections ofthe MS4 Permit. Any MS4TAG efforts regarding either of 
these sections of the MS4 Permit under this Agreement shall be strictly in furtherance of the 
spirit of cooperation intended among the Parties. Each Party acknowledges its obligations under 
the "Public Education and Outreach" and "Cooperative Sampling" sections of the MS4 Permit 
are separate and apart from its activities under this Agreement, and a separate agreement will be 
required for any collaboration among the Parties with respect to those permit requirements. 

6. The Parties will appoint two (2) Co-Coordinators from among the Parties, one of 
which must be from a Party located within the Bernalillo County geographical area and one of 
which must be from a Party located within the Sandoval County geographical area. 
Appointment of a Co-Coordinator shall be by majority vote of the voting Parties, with only those 
Parties located in the county of Bernalillo voting on the Co-Coordinator from that area, and only 
those Parties located in the county of Sandoval voting on the Co-Coordinator from that area. Co
Coordinators must be appointed annually in each subsequent permit year, or earlier if the 
position becomes vacant for any reason. For the New Mexico Department of Transportation 
District 3, which operates stormwater management facilities in both counties, for the purposes of 
this section, they shall select one county affiliation in year one of the agreement and alternate 
affiliations is subsequent years of this Agreement. The Co-Coordinators will be expected to 
coordinate the Parties' efforts under this Agreement, including facilitating meetings ofthe 
MS4TAG at least monthly for the first year of the MS4 Permit. In years two through five of the 
permit, the frequency of meetings may be reduced to quarterly with additional meetings called as 
necessary to discuss issues regarding MS4 Permit compliance. 
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7. Each Party shall be entitled to one (1) vote on any action items. 

10-07-13 

8. This Agreement creates no obligations on behalf of any Party to any other Party to 
this Agreement, including for any requirements imposed or determinations made by EPA. The 
Parties acknowledge and agree that each shall at all times remain individually liable for full 
compliance with the requirements of the MS4 Permit, including EPA's determination regarding 
the implementation schedule. 

9. This Agreement may be modified in writing at any time upon the mutual 
agreement of the Parties. 

10. Parties can be added at any time during the life of this Agreement. A potential 
future Party's submittal of a signature page to the Co-Coordinators and approval by the Co
Coordinators shall add the Party to the Agreement. 
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Approved as to Form: 

Date: ltJ,/ nr/;~ 

Southern Sandoval County Arroyo 
Flood Control Authority 

10-07-13 
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City of Rio Rancho 

Date: 11/k 
--~~~~~~--------

CJ:i;d} 
Dolores Wood, Director\. 

Date: -----"-'--!( _. tf_._f ~.:.___ __ 

Approved By: 

Date: 1\/J} 13 

9-30-13 
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Approved as to Form: 

Mjior Jack Torres, Town of Bernalillo 

/1/j fl/i (lip 
Attest:---'..<-~-:-d_ll_'{).:;;_.r---:-:--:--

Ida Fierro, Town Clerk 

9-30-13 
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VILLAGE OF CORRALES 

By: pru~.~ __ It>_· o_e_~.-~-=5 __ 

Attest: 

Date 

10-07-13 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have caused this Agreement to be executed. 

Date: __ ~/ 0-+/-'oaJ.--'-'f--t--J/tUJo.t::::::~( 0:..___ __ 

Attest: 

Bruce Thomson 
Secretary /Treasurer 

Date: \~(7..4:/\ 3 
I 

Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo 
Flood Control Authority 

Tim Eichenberg .......,. 
Chair of the Board of Directors 
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VILLAGE OF LOS RANCHOS DE ALBUQU ERQUE 

Date: kkwetrn 'ow /i..l , 1o \3 

(SEAL) 

STE~ 
VILLAGE CLERK 

10-07-13 
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Accepted on behalf of: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
SANDIA FIELD OFFICE 

10-07-13 
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Approved as to Form: 

Date: i_/ /;<if 3 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 

Approved by: 

Recommended by: 

Carla P. Domenici, Director 
Date: 

Safety and Risk Services Department 

9-30-13 
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New Mexico Department of Transportation 

Approved By: 

~ 
I ( "fVV ( <><-c\&3 -c-~~~-

Timothy L. Parker, M.S., P.E. 
NMDOT District Three Engineer 

Approved As To Form Only: 

<:. ·-..,., 

~- -~'~- ( ,~22:{·~ :i) --·-----~~-~~ 
Ken Swain, Assistant General Counsel 
Office of the General Counsel 

10-07-13 

Date: 

Date: 



BERNALILLO COUNTY 

Motion to: Approve a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) joining the County with other local 
entities participating in the Middle Rio Grande MS4 Technical Advisory Group (MS4TAG). 

Approved this 28th day of January, 2014 

ISSIONERS 

Deb 

ORM: 

County Attor t 
Date: L 'li/ V\ 
ATTEST: 

Date: \ (21< (t tJ 
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Approved as to Form: 

Sandoval County 

Date: ~~ G /go! t 
------~~,-=-,~--4--------

10-07-13 
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' .E. 
Director, Department of Municipal Development 

Approved By: 

Robert J. Perry 
Chief Administrative Officer 

10-07-13 




