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INTRODUCTION 

A cultural resources records revrew was conducted between February 1 and March 22, 2007 by San Juan 
College Cultural Resources Management Program (SJC-CRMP) for the City of Farrnington (COF) to 
determ~ne ~f cultural properties that are presently on the State andlor National Register of Histortc 
Properties or cultural properties that are eligible for I~stlng on the National Register are w~thln the COF 
storm draln and discharge system, and consequently susceptrble to impacts from storm water 
d~schargeloutfall. Identification of such cultilral properties will allow the COF to devise measures to 
niltlgate the potential adverse impact to the properties from storm water discharge 

A master map of all sites recorded to date wlthin the City of Farmington munrcipal boundaries was 
developed by Steven Dye. SJC-CRMP Supervisory Archaeologist, using boirndary information provided 
by the COF and overlayrng slte location lnformatlon provided by the State of New Mexico Archaeological 
Resource Management System (ARMS). Th~s oversized map is a companion document to th~s  summary 
Locations of the outialls of COF storm water discharge were identified by Nicca Westerling, Engineer for 
the COF Department of Community Development, and Elizabeth McNally of Animas Environmental 
Services. Based on this information, four sites were identifled wlthin or adjacent to discharge outfalls that 
could be potentially impacted. These sites are briefly descr~bed below. 

SITES NEAR STORM WATER DISCHARGE OUTFALLS 

Site LA 68213IFarmers Mutual Ditch 

Recorded segments of the Farmers Mutual Ditch are in Sections 16, 17 ar;d 18 (T29N. R13W) and In the 
southwest sect~on of Farmington. The orlginal documentation for the ditch noted a construction date of 
4920 (Ray1 1988), but during later documentation of a different segment, a local resident stated that 
construction was lnltlated In 1875 (Matthews 2005). Regardless, the dltch is more than 50 years old. The 
Farmers Mutual Ditch is still a functioning rrrigation dltch that IS predominately dirt lined, but wlth 
numerous modlficatlons of concrete supports, metal pipe culverts, updated head gates and so forth The 
historic records of the ditch are actually more valuable than the ditch as a physical entity because of the 
~rnpacts/modifications to the ditch over time There IS no determination of eligibilrty on record for site LA 
6821 31Farmers Mutual Ditch by the State H~storlc Preservation Office (SHPO). 

Site LA 99157 

S~te LA 99757 is in Sectron 16 (T29N, R13W), in the southern part of Farmington near Boyd Park. As 
documented (Pino 1992), the slte consists of an abandoned gauging station. In addition, two sections of a 
nearby wood-post fence were also documented. The gauging statior: consisted of a fenced metal platform 
on the south side of the Animas River with a metal cable extendrng north across the river. The site was 
built sometlme after 1952 and used to gage the depth of the river, but at the time of documentation was 
no longer used The site was determined to be an inelig~bte cultural property by the SHPO in 1993 

Site LA 11 50321Echo Ditch 

The Echo Ditch is also known as the Farmington Echo Ditch and Farmington,Allen Dltch Three portions 
of the ditch have been documented in Section 19 (T29N, R12W) and Section 24 (T29N, R13W), in the 
south central area of Farmington, adjacent to the Animas River. The initial construction date for the 
irrigation ditch is somet~me In the late 1890s. The Echo Ditch is a functionrng ditch that has been heavily 
modifled. The first segment of the Echo Ditch documented was determ~ned to be an ineligible cultural 
property by the SHPO in 2004 However, there is no determination of eligibility by SHPO on record for the 
subsequent documentatlon of the other two segments of thls ditch As with the Farmers Mutual Ditch, the 
historic records would provide more information and are of more historic value than the actual ditch. 



Site LA 1374331Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad Grade 

A short segment of the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad grade has been documented in Sect~on 
31 (T30N, R17W), in the east-southeast area of Farmington The railroad grade was built in 1905 and 
abandoned by the railroad company ir: 1968 (Moore 2002) The portion documented had been heav~ly 
Impacted by construction actlvlt~es and did not retaln structural integrity. The portion recorded was 
recommended ineligible for nominatton to the National Register, but there is no record of determ~nat~on by 
the SHPO. 

Site LA 1374341Star Ditch 

The portion of the Star D~tch that has been documented is just north of the above mentioned ra~lroad 
grade and is in Section 31 (T30N, RIZW), in the east-southeast area of Farmington. The initial 
construction date for the dltch system is 1877 and the origrnal d~tch was about 5 mi long (Moore 2002) 
The ditch was potentially taken out of use for irrigation about1959, abandoned by the ditch company in 
1960, and was officially abandoned by the COF in late 1980s or early 1990s The segment of the ditch 
documented had been modified and partially converted to an underground storm drain system. The 
portion recorded was recommended lnel~g~ble for norninatlon to the Nat~onal Register, but there is no 
record of determination by the SHPO. 

SUMMARY AND MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the review of the available cultural resources records, there are no cultural properties on the 
State or National Registers, nor any culturat properties eligible for listing on the National Reg~ster that are 
withrn identified COF storm water discharge outfalls. Nonetheless, four sites that have e~ther been 
determined inel~gible for listing on the registers or have no HSPO determination on record have been 
identifled that are within or adjacent to COF storm water discharge outfalls. Site LA 99157 has been 
determined ~nellgible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and therefore 
should require no further work or protection. The remaining three sites include a railroad grade (LA 
137433) that has been almost completely destroyed by development and three historic ditches. Two of 
these ditches, the Farmers Mutual Ditch (LA 68213) and Echo Ditch (LA 115032) are still functioning 
irrigation ditches The Star Ditch (LA 737434) has been abandoned The documentation of the ditches 
represents only segments of each ditch, not the ent~re system In all cases, however, the segments 
documented do no appear to have significant value as physical entities. Rather, their value is In the 
archival records of each system. For the most part, if the drtches are stdl In use they have been modified 
qu~te a bit with the addit~on of concrete sides, piping, modified head gates, etc., as a means of 
maintaining the ditches. Based on the information provided by ARMS, a determination of efig~bility has not 
been made for either the Farmers Mutljal Ditch or the Star Ditch and for two of three sections 
documented of the Echo D~tch One section of the Echo Ditch, however, has been determined ineligible 
for listing on the National Reglster 

At present the COF does not plpeldrain storm water Into any of the ditches descr~bed above, although 
sheet flow water does enter the Farmers Mutual Ditch naturally. Until a determlnat~on of eligib~lity can be 
provided by SHPO, it is recommended that the COF contlnue to avoid dralnlng storm water into these 
drtches Furthermore, to ensure that previously un~dentified cultural properties are not impacted, it is 
recommended that the COF ensure that a cultural resources inventory be conducted at the proposed 
locattons of any new drainage control structures. 
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