
EPA Region 6 MS4 Storm Water Conference 
July 5-8, 2011 

San Antonio, Texas 

FIELD TRIPS 
There are three field trips that will be offered at the conference on Thursday afternoon, 
July 7, 2011.  Below are brief descriptions of each of the field Trips offered. 
If you are interested in participating in one of these field trips please indicate which Field 
Trip you are interested in (1, 2 or 3) on your  Registration Form 

 
 

FIELD TRIP 1 
San Antonio River Loop and Museum Reach Tour 

 
The San Antonio River Walk draws 5 million visitors annually and is one of the most beautiful 
tourist destinations in the United States. San Antonio’s world-renowned River Walk, doubled in 
length on May 30, 2009 with the opening of the Museum Reach – Urban Segment. The  
Museum Reach – Urban Segment, from Lexington Avenue to Josephine Street, includes a lock 
and dam near Brooklyn Avenue, lighting, water features, benches, and pocket parks. The 1.3 
mile stretch of new walkways, landscaping, parks and public art along the meandering San  
Antonio River links several downtown historic, commercial and cultural institutions, including 
the San Antonio Museum of Art, The Pearl (a restored former brewery and stables) and the  
oldest VFW post in Texas. 
With these new improvements balancing the flood control and the storm water system are very 
different functions which require the coordination and the work of multiple governmental and 
private entities.  Take this behind the scenes river barge tour to learn how San Antonio manages 
Texas’ top tourist destination.   
 

For more information on the S.A. River Loop/Museum Reach go to:  
http://sanantonioriver.org/museum_reach/museum_reach.php 

 



 

FIELD TRIP 2 
 

Mission Drive-In Theatre Redevelopment Site/Library 
 
The Mission Drive-In Theater Redevelopment Site is a 26-acre City-owned planned  
redevelopment site six miles south of downtown San Antonio between historic Mission San 
Jose and the San Antonio River.  Planned as a town center and civic space central to South San 
Antonio, it will include a branch public library, offices for the national Park Service (NPS) and 
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU), commercial businesses, residences, 
and parks.  The Redevelopment project includes site development with asphalt paved drives and 
parking lots, concrete sidewalks, landscaping and drainage improvements. Funding from the 
319 Grant will enhance the project scope including Low Impact Development (LIC)  
components to significantly increase the water quality of the effluent storm water runoff.   
Project Goals: 
 To contribute to the restoration of the impaired Upper San Antonio River (USAR) water-
shed through the implementation of the LID best management practices appropriate to the re-
gion 
 To demonstrate the regional effectiveness of particular Low Impact Development BMPs at 
the City of San Antonio’s Mission Drive-In redevelopment project 
 To investigate the feasibility of modifying the Unified Development Code (UDC) to include 
such green infrastructure 
 To educate elected officials, developers, and the general public on the values of low impact  
       development to the region 
On-site pollutant control measures provided: 
 Rainwater harvesting (SAWS) 
 Bio-swales 
 Above ground detention/rain gardens 
Below ground detention/filtration 
 
 



FIELD TRIP 3 
 

San Antonio River Improvement Project-Mission Reach 
The San Antonio River Improvement-Mission Reach Project is an eight-mile section of the San Antonio 
River extending from Lone Star Boulevard south to Loop 410 South.  The Mission Reach  
Ecosystem Restoration and Recreation Project will increase the quality, quantity and diversity of plants 
and animals (flora and fauna) along the eight miles of the San Antonio River Mission Reach area.  The 
Mission Reach project includes the restoration of approximately 334 acres of riparian woodland habitat. 
This will include the planting of over 20,000 young trees and shrubs, 39 native tree and shrub species 
and over 60 native grass and wildlife species.  Native plants will be used on the Mission Reach not only 
for their beauty, but also because they play a crucial role in ecosystem restoration.  Improvements along 
the Mission Reach will also focus on ecosystem restoration using a technique known as fluvial geomor-
phology, which is the study of the processes and pressures  
operating on river systems. This technique will transform the straightened river by adding sinuosity 
where possible while maintaining flood control, reducing erosion, re-introducing native vegetation and 
creating an environment more suitable for recreation and wildlife.  When it comes to river  
channels, diversity is a good thing.  Most healthy rivers have an alternating sequence of three river 
channel habitat types: riffle, pools and runs.  These habitat types are included in this improvement pro-
ject.  The Tour will take a bus and walking presentation of the work along segments of the river that 
have been accomplished and discussions on the engineering and ecological and restoration  
designs will be provided. 
 

For more information on the San Antonio River-Mission Reach Project go to: 

http://sanantonioriver.org/mission_reach/mission_reach.php 
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