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• Plainwell No. 2 Dam Area is part of the 
Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/ 
Kalamazoo River Superfund Site

• Recent agreement reached to 
complete a Time-Critical Removal 
Action in the Plainwell No. 2 Dam Area 

Overview
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Plainwell No. 2 Dam Area

Plainwell 
“The Island City”

Plainwell No. 2 Dam

Former River 
Oxbow

Kalamazoo 
River

Douglas Avenue

Rail Road

Mill Race

• Plainwell No. 2 Dam is four separate structures built in 1856 to divert portion of 
river flow through Mill Race – gives the “Island City” its name

• Structures did not create an impoundment, but altered flooding characteristics in 
the upstream area

• Sampled as part of Supplemental Remedial Investigations in Area 1
• Based on investigation findings, KRSG proposed a removal action
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Plainwell No. 2 Dam Area 
Removal Action

• Modeled after successful former Plainwell 
Impoundment project

• Goals of the project are to:
• Stabilize and restore targeted sections of river bank

• Targeted sediment removal

• Targeted area of floodplain soils

• Dam structures will remain in place

• Anticipated to start August 2009, end 
October 2010

• Post-removal bank monitoring and 
maintenance
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Plainwell No. 2 Dam Project Area

MFE: July 14 2009 public mtg_FINAL.ppt



© 2009 ARCADIS15 July 2009Slide 6

Plainwell No. 2 Dam Area Project
Targeted Removal Areas

RIVERVIEW DR

Parameter Extent of 
Removal

Bank Length 1.8 miles

Bank Area 6.9 acres

Sediment Area 1.1 acres

Floodplain 
Area 0.9 acres

Total Soil & 
Sediment 
Volume

14,200 cy
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Engineering Elements of 
the Removal Action
• Based on successful project just completed  

in former Plainwell Impoundment

• Physical barriers to be placed in the river to 
control and contain soils and sediments 
disturbed during work

• Effectiveness measured hourly

• Three staging areas to be used for water 
treatment, soil/sediment processing, and 
material storage
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Views of Removal Operations in the 
former Plainwell Impoundment
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Staging Areas and Access Roads

MFE: July 14 2009 public mtg_FINAL.ppt



© 2009 ARCADIS15 July 2009Slide 10

Transportation and Disposal 
of Removed Materials 
• 10 to 12 trucks per day (maximum of 25) 

leaving the project area to haul materials to 
commercial landfills

• All trucks lined, cleaned, and covered before 
leaving the project area

• Materials will be disposed of at the same 
facilities used for the former Plainwell 
Impoundment project – Allied Waste’s C&C 
Landfill and Ottawa County Farms Landfill
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Truck Routes to the Landfills
to Ottawa County 
Farms Landfill in 
Coopersville, MI

to C&C Landfill
in Marshall, MI
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For safety of the public and the 
construction workers, the river in 
the project area will be closed to 
recreational activity from August 1, 
2009 until the end of 2010

River Closure during 
Construction
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Replanting Activities

• All disturbed areas will be restored with trees, shrubs, native grasses, or stone
• Species selected based on the successful restoration effort incorporated into 

the former Plainwell Impoundment project, where more than 2,000 trees and 
shrubs and more than 30 varieties of native plants were used
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Estimated Project Schedule
2009 2010
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan - April May June July Aug Sept Oct

2009 Work Activities
Mobilize and Prepare Project Area

(Clearing Work  Areas, Building Staging Area 3, 
Developing Access Roads)

Excavate Materials from 2009 Removal Areas 
Removal Areas 1, 2, 3A, 4A, 5A, and Island 1

Remove Staging Area 3
Restore/Replant Removal Areas
Shut Down for Winter

2010 Work Activities
Mobilize and Prepare Project Area

(Clearing Work  Areas, Building Staging Areas 1 & 2, 
Developing Access Roads, Creating Access to Island 2)

Excavate Materials from 2010 Removal Areas 
Removal Areas 3B, 4B, 5B, 6, and Island 2

Remove Staging Areas 1 and 2
Restore/Replant Removal Areas
Close Down Project Area

Winter Break
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