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The Seven Areas of Operable Unit 5
(The Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek)

River Reach/ Area
Length
(miles)

Average
Water
Depth

(ft)

Average
River

Width (ft)

Area
(acres)

Area 1 – Morrow Dam to
Plainwell Dam

21.9 3.4 181 487

Area 1 – Portage Creek 2.0 2.3 32 8
Area 2 – Plainwell to Otsego
City Dam

1.7 2.5 450 96

Area 3 – Otsego City to
Otsego Dam

3.4 3.8 200 83

Area 4 – Otsego to
Trowbridge Dam

4.7 5.0 248 131

Area 5 – Trowbridge to
Allegan City Dam

9.1 4.3 292 317

Area 6 – Lake Allegan 9.8 6.7 1,500 1,650
Area 7 – Allegan Dam to
Lake Michigan

26 5.5 212 670



Update on River Investigation Progress

AREA 1
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)

– Report submitted to EPA: April 21, 2011
– Disapproved by EPA: July 14, 2011
– Resubmitted: October 3, 2011

• Feasibility Study of potential remedial alternatives
– To be submitted in Summer 2012– To be submitted in Summer 2012

• Proposed remedy decision for Area 1
– Winter 2012

AREA 2
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS)

– Sampling activity: September through November 2011

AREA 3
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS)

– Workplan submitted to EPA: November 29, 2011
– Sampling to occur in Summer 2012



Operable Unit 5: Area 1

Plainwell Dam Area (TCRA 2007-2009)

Plainwell 2 Dam (TCRA 2009-2010)

Portage Creek (TCRA 2011-2013)

Crown Vantage Landfill Side Channel

Downtown Kalamazoo Hot Spots

Floodplain Deposits



Operable Unit 5: Area 2



Sample Type
Total Number of

Samples
(including duplicates)

Floodplain Soil 691

Soil and Sediment Sampling Activities
in Area 2 – Fall 2011

Floodplain Soil 691

Bank Soil 461

Sediment 506

Total Soil & Sediment Samples 1658



Operable Unit 5: Area 2 Sample Locations



Soil coring and sampling work in Area 2



Collecting sediment samples in Area 2



Collecting sediment samples in Area 2



Operable Unit 5: Area 3



Contact Information

Jim Saric

(312) 886-0992(312) 886-0992

saric.james@epamail.epa.gov

www.epa.gov/region5/sites/kalproject


