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The Seven Areas of Operable Unit 5 The Seven Areas of Operable Unit 5 
(The Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek)(The Kalamazoo River and Portage Creek)

River Reach/ Area Length 
Average 

Water Average 
River Area River Reach/ Area (miles) Depth 

(ft)

River 
Width (ft) (acres)

Area 1 – Morrow Dam to 
Plainwell Dam 21.9 3.4 181 487

Area 1 – Portage Creek 2.0 2.3 32 8
Area 2 Plain ell to OtsegoArea 2 – Plainwell to Otsego 
City Dam 1.7 2.5 450 96

Area 3 – Otsego City to 
Otsego Dam 3.4 3.8 200 83

Area 4 – Otsego to 
Trowbridge Dam 4.7 5.0 248 131Trowbridge Dam
Area 5 – Trowbridge to 
Allegan City Dam 9.1 4.3 292 317

Area 6 – Lake Allegan 9.8 6.7 1,500 1,650
Area 7 – Allegan Dam to 
Lake Michigan 26 5.5 212 670



Operable Unit 5:  Area 1 Operable Unit 5:  Area 1 

Bryant Mill Pond (TCRA 1998-1999)Bryant Mill Pond (TCRA 1998-1999)
Plainwell Dam Area (TCRA 2007-2009)
Plainwell 2 Dam (TCRA 2009-2010)
Portage Creek (TCRA 2011-2013)



Area 1 River Investigation Progress
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)

– Report Approved June 2012
• Feasibility Study of potential remedial alternativesy y p

– Report submitted October 30, 2012 
• Proposed remedy decision for Area 1

– Winter 2013/2014
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Operable Unit 5:  Area 2Operable Unit 5:  Area 2
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Area 2 River Investigation Progress
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)

– Report submitted November 1, 2012
• Feasibility Study of potential remedial alternativesy y p

– Anticipated Summer 2013 
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Operable Unit 5:  Area 2Operable Unit 5:  Area 2
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Operable Unit 5:  Area 3Operable Unit 5:  Area 3
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Area 3 River Investigation Progress
• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)• Supplemental Remedial Investigation (SRI)

– 1100 Sediment and Soil samples collected 
during summer/fall 2012

• Additional sampling may occur during spring/summer    
2013
Completion of SRI b No ember 2013• Completion of SRI by November 2013 
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Operable Unit 5:  Area 4Operable Unit 5:  Area 4
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Area 4 River Investigation Progress
• Workplan for sample collection submitted• Workplan for sample collection submitted    

November 30, 2012
• Field Reconnaissance and sampling to occur during 

2013-2015 
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Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/
Kalamazoo River Superfund Site

Five-Year Review
• Report finalized October 18, 2012
• Summarizes all activities completed and history at all 

Operable Units across the SiteOperable Units across the Site
• Evaluated the protectiveness for remedies which 

have been selected (OU2: Willow Boulevard/A-Site (
Landfill; OU 3:  King Highway Landfill; and OU 4: 12th

Street Landfill)
• All currently selected remedies have been

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

• All currently selected remedies have been 
determined to be protective in the long term



Plainwell Mill Operable Unit 7Plainwell Mill Operable Unit 7
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Plainwell MillPlainwell Mill



Plainwell Mill Site ActivitiesPlainwell Mill Site Activities

• March - April 2012 - Additional delineation of area p
surrounding MW-16 and abandonment of MW-1

• May 2012 - Excavation of area of Test Pit 203 (TP-
203) l t d203) completed

• April 2012 - RI Report Revision 1 submitted to EPA
• July 2012 - Revised RI Report Rev 1 submitted to• July 2012 - Revised RI Report Rev 1 submitted to 

EPA
• July - August 2012 - Additional RI Activities 

conducted to address potential data gaps including 
delineation of PCB impacts near MW-16 

• October 2012 - RI Report Revision 2 submitted

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

• October 2012 - RI Report Revision 2 submitted



Plainwell Mill Site ActivitiesPlainwell Mill Site Activities

OU 7: Plainwell Mill
• Remedial Investigation Report to be finalized: Spring 

20132013
• Feasibility Study to be submitted to EPA in Summer 

20132013
• EPA to propose remedy by Summer 2014

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



Contact Information for 
Plainwell Mill

Sheila DesaiSheila Desai
(312) 353-4150

d i h il @desai.sheila@epa.gov

/ / /www.epa.gov/region5/sites/kalproject



C t t I f tiContact Information

Jim Saric
(312) 886-0992

Saric.james@epamail.epa.gov

www.epa.gov/region5/sites/kalproject
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