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Seattle, WA 98101-3140 OFFICE OF THE 
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ADMINISTRATOR 

OCT 1 7 2011 

Dick Pedersen, Director 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
811 SW Sixth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204-1390 

Dear Mr. Pedersen: 

It is with great pleasure that I inform you that today, October 17,2011, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency approved Oregon's revisions to the Clean Water Act human health criteria for toxics 
in the state's water quality standards. 

I extend the EPA's thanks and my own gratitude to you for the extraordinary leadership you have 
provided to the State of Oregon and the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality in the 
collaborative development and state adoption of these more protective rules. The revised standards aim 
to reduce toxics that are discharged into water and end up in fish. These revised standards will better 
protect high fish consuming populations and the general public. We understand that the implementation 
of these standards is on a long-term path and the EPA is committed to working with Oregon DEQ to 
implement these standards in the years ahead. 

The State of Oregon, in partnership with the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, 
conducted a thoughtful public dialogue with tribal governments, citizens, municipalities, industry and 
others to understand the issues associated with increasing the fish consumption rate used in your water 
quality standards. As a result of this public dialogue and after careful consideration of the benefits and 
the costs, the State of Oregon and DEQ adopted revised criteria that will serve as a national and regional 
model. On behalf of the Agency, I want to express our heartfelt thanks to you, your staff and the Oregon 
Environmental Quality Commission for your hard work and dedication in the development of these 
revised water quality standards. 



Thank you again for your leadership over the years. I look forward to our continued work together as 
we move ahead in making these protective standards a reality. Please feel free to call me if you have any 
questions at (206) 553-1234. 

Sincerely, 

~q-~ 
Dennis J. M£ erran 
Regional Administrator 
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