
 

Woodland Park Area 
Contamination History 

• Prior to 1965 all of the mills along Canyon Creek discharged most, if not all, of 
their tailings to the stream. Flooding spread wastes onto the Woodland Park 
floodplain. 

• Plank and pile tailings dam constructed early 1900’s at southern narrows to 
impound Canyon Creek tailings. Dam later breached in 1917 flood. 

• Star Mine tailings ponds constructed beginning in 1965. Contain an estimated 3.4 
million tons and occupy about 66 acres. Total of 6 ponds. 

• In 1997 and 1998 Silver Valley Natural Resource Trustees (SVNRT) removed 
about 600,000 cubic yards of wastes from floodplain and other Canyon Creek 
areas and consolidated it in the SVNRT repository in Woodland Park. 

Current Known Contaminant Sources 
• Residual tailings in floodplain and along creek. 
• Groundwater contaminated by contact with residual tailings. 
• Seepage from SVNRT repository (see photos). 
• Seepage from Star Mine tailings ponds. 
• Mine water piped from the Gem Portal and Star Mine. 
• Old Wallace private landfill. 
• Flood sediment from upstream mine sites (see photos). 

Proposed Cleanup Plan (see figure) 
• Line portion of Canyon Creek to reduce leakage into underlying tailings. 
• Install French drain to collect contaminated groundwater before it enters creek. 
• Install French drain to collect SVNRT seepage. 
• Collect Gem Portal and Star Mine flows. 
• Treat collected groundwater, Gem Portal, and Star Mine flows at Central 

treatment Plant (CTP) in Kellogg. 
• Place soil cap over SVNRT repository. 
• Remove tailings and sediment (about 40,000 CY) 



 

 

 
Seep from SVNRT Repository in Woodland Park which drains into Canyon Creek 

 

 

 

Close-up of Seep from SVNRT Repository in Woodland Park.  
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Erosion at Frisco Mill during May 2008 spring runoff. 

 

 

Erosion at Tamarack No. 7 (1200 Level) during May 2008 spring runoff.  
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