


• Purpose and objectives

• Decision criteria/site selection

• Criteria for removing sites

• Review of historical information 

• Field activities/logistics

• Detailed review of candidate sites



• Inform responses to Proposed Plan comments

• Pilot scale effort to collect data to determine if 
no apparent risk or threat of release 

• Data may support modification of the list of 
mine sites in Proposed Plan/RODA

• Findings may necessitate a larger scale 
characterization effort

• Gather samples at flowing adits
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• No historical evidence of significant ore 
production 

• Physical inspection supports no evidence of 
significant ore production

• Soil metals meets acceptable levels per field 
sampling procedures

– Lead values less than 530 ppm

– Arsenic values less than 100 ppm



• A total of 96 candidate sites
– 13 in the upper SFCDR watershed
– 17  in the  Canyon Creek watershed
– 12 in the Ninemile Creek watershed
– 24 in the mid-SFCDR watershed
– 5 in the Big Creek watershed
– 4 in the Moon Creek watershed
– 21 in the Pine Creek watershed (8 in east fork and 13 

in west fork) 



• “Desk-top” review
– Initial screen by EPA/CH2M HILL
– Review of refined list by Wallace Mining Museum/Trust 

• Confirm site name/location

• Evidence of significant ore production
– Supporting documentation (e.g., mine patents, production 

records, etc.)



• Physical site inspection (evidence of mining?)

• Soil Sampling

• Surface water sampling at flowing adits



• Physical inspection checklist 
– Consistent with historical info
– Evidence of ore and/or mining
– Waste piles (quantity and type)
– Adit and adit flow
– Distance to surface water
– Presence of vegetation
– Recreational use
– Proximity to residences or communities
– Access
– Erosion

• Document using GPS, a standardized field form, and 
photos



• Soil sampling
– Soil samples collected from waste piles
– One composite sample per pile
– Metals sampling

– Collect grab samples
• Surface water sampling of flowing adits
• Total and dissolved metals
• Discharge measurement

– EPA Contract Lab (CLP) to conduct analysis (no XRF)



• Up to four field teams provided by: 
– CH2M HILL

– BLM

– IDEQ

– Trust

– IDEQ/TerraGraphics to conduct sample 
management



• Draft QAPP in late April

• Historical and access information gathering 
ongoing

• Field work anticipated for early June, but 
based on snowpack

• Data evaluation/reporting – late summer
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