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The Basin Bulletin is published by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency three times a
year. The Basin Bulletin offers updates about
activities related to Superfund cleanup in the Coeur
d’Alene Basin. For mailing list changes, to send
comments about this newsletter, contact the
editors, or submit articles for consideration, call
Andrea Lindsay or Debra Sherbina at the phone
numbers provided. Mention of trade names,
products, or services does not convey, and should
not be interpreted as conveying, official EPA
approval, endorsement, or recommendation.
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Milestone Reached: Box Property Cleanups
Complete

Cleanup of resdential and commercid propertiesinthe Silver Valley
“Box” isnow complete. TheBox isthe21-square-mileareaaround
theold Bunker Hill mining and smelting complex.

Residentsof Wardner, Pinehurst, Smelterville, Page, Kellogg,
Elizabeth Park, M ontgomery Ranch and Ross Ranch cooperated in
themassive, multi-agency effort to sample, partially remove, and cap
metals-contaminated soils. Thework took placeinyards, school
and play grounds, commercia properties, and road shoulders.

“Weknow thework at times has been disruptive and inconvenient,”
said Dan Opalski, EPA’s Sesattle Superfund Office Director. “ After
all, itliterally took placeinresidents’ backyards. But wewerethere
to maketheir yards safer and protect their family’shealth. On behalf
of both EPA and IDEQ, I’ d liketo extend aheartfelt ‘ thank you'’ to
theseresidentsfor their patience and cooperation during the cleanup
process.”

In 1994, DEQ (Idaho Department of Environmental Quaity) and
EPA (U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency) signed alega
agreement with the HeclaMining Company, ASARCO Inc. and four
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other mining companiesto performalarge-scale
cleanup of theresdential areaswithinthe"Box” to
protect residents’ health. EPA recently certified that
the mining compani eshave completed that cleanup
work, though they haveremaining legd obligations.

EPA will review the cleanup every fiveyears, to
ensureit continuesto protect human healthand the
environment.

Many cleaned areas still have contaminated
materiasbeneath the ground surface. Residentsand
bus nessesmust comply withthelocal Ingtitutional
ControlsProgram (1CP) to ensurethat protective
barriersaremaintained. Also, sincechildrencantill
comein contact with lead, it’simportant to have
their blood-lead level stested each year. Panhandle
Hedlth Digtrict (PHD) can answer questions about
clean barriers, the I CP, or blood-lead testing.
PHD’s phone number is(208) 783-0707.

Cleanup-related work will continuein thenon-
populated areas of the Box and throughout the
Basn.

East Mission Flats Waste Repository —
Now at 60% Design

Inlate July, acommunity open housewasheldin
Cataldo to present information on the 60% Design
Report for the new East Mission FlatsWaste Re-
pository. Membersof the public met with project
representatives, viewed displays, and gave sugges-
tionsonthedesign. DEQ, EPA, andtheBasin
Environmenta Improvement Project Commission
hosted the open house. DEQ welcomes community
input on the 60% Design Report through September
2. Send suggestionstoAndy Mork, DEQ, 1410 N.
Hilton, Boise, 1D 83706; andy.mork@deq.idaho.gov

Where to Find the Documents

Find the complete 60% Design Report, and the
Executive Summary, onlineat
WwWw.basincommission.com under East Mission
Flats Repository Info. Thedocumentsarealso
avalableat selectlocd libraries.

What's New in the 60% Design?

Severa changes have been madefrom the 30% Design.
Some changeswerein responseto public comments
receivedlast fall.

» Theheight of therepository wasreduced
from 62 feet to 34 feet. Whendoneit will
have smooth dopesto blendinwiththe
landscape, rather than have benchesthat ook
likelargesteps.

* DEQ purchased another four acres of land to
maketherepository site23 acres. Thelandis
between Canyon Road and the original 19-acre
gte. ThisalowsDEQtoownadl land that will
be disturbed by building and running the
repository.

* Inresponseto publicinput, the selected
repository aternativewill hold about 416,000
cubic yardsof waste, instead of the 668,000
cubicyard dternativeinthe 30% Design
Report.

e Contaminated soilswill beprotected against
erosion asthey are placed.

» PanhandleHedth Digtrict will givekey cardsto
usersand monitor accessto control what
materialsaredisposed of at therepository.

e ThePerimeter Protection System hasbeen
changed to onethat can be constructed at the
sametimeastherepository isfilled.

East Mission Flats Facts

The East Mission Flats Repository iswest of Cataldo,
Idaho, across1-90 fromthe Old Mission. It will not be
eadly vishblefromthe Old Mission. Therepository will
securely contain contaminated soilsfrom yard cleanups
inthe Lower Basin, and help reduce peopl€' sexposure
to contaminants such aslead, arsenic and cadmium.

Sarting in September, therepository will beavailable
for temporary holding of small amountsof wastefrom
theBasinIngtitutiona ControlsProgram, asnotedinthe
30% design. Any ICPwaste staged at EMF would be
moved to the Big Creek Repository near Osburn, not
left at East Mission Flatsover thewinter. ThelCPsoils
will bemoved, not left on site, until the EMF repository
isready to accept waste soils permanently. The
Panhandle Hedth Didtrict runsthe Ingtitutiona Controls
Program. Only soilscontaminated with minewastewill
be accepted at EMF. Municipa wastesand residential
garbagewill not be accepted. If youliveintheupper
Basin, you can dispose of Basin ICPwastesat the Big

(continued on next page)
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Flooding and EMF

Flood water testing: Duringthisspring’s
flooding, water pooled at the site, then owly
drained away astheflood level receded. The
water flowed onto and off of thesitethrough
culvertsbeneath 1-90. DEQ and EPA tested
river floodwatersto compare amounts of
metal sin surfacewater during theflood.

Shieldingtherepository from flood
impacts. Thesiteisonthe 100-year flood-
plain. Theagenciesexpect yearly flooding as
aresult of runoff, aswell asepisodic mgor
floods. Inthiswet year (2008), water stood
about four feet deep at therepository. The
repository isdesigned to withstand much
higher water levels.

The 100-year flood model predicted water
levels 18 feet above ground surface at the
repository. Themodel also predicted the
speed of thewater moving past thereposi-
tory during theentireflood event. Over most
of thesite, the predicted flow speed was
about two feet per second. Themaximum
predicted flow speed wasdightly lessthan six
feet per second at an areawherethe water
channel narrows between the Exit 39 em-
bankment and therepository. Six feet per
second isacomfortablewal king pace.
Engineersmay modify the designto decrease
theflow speed in thisnarrow spot.

The60% Designincludessmple, low mainte-
nancefeaturesto protect the side slopes of
therepository from erosion during a100-
year flood event. Thesefeaturesincludean
apron all theway around therepository made
of awoven geotextilelayer, 12 inches of
clean gravel, and 12 inchesof coarse cobble
and boulder riprap. Tobeonthesafeside,
thisriprap apronwill reach threefeet above
the height of the predicted 100-year flood, or
about 21 feet above ground surface.

Creek Repository. For informationonthelCPor to
obtain apermit, contact Jerry Cobb at
208-783-0707.

For information, contact Andy Mork, DEQ), 208-
373-0141, or andy.mork@deg.idaho.gov

Basin Environmental Field Trip August 13

TheBasin Environmenta Improvement Project
Commission (BEIPC) hosted afield trip onAugust 13,
2008. Thefieldtrip visited notable siteswhere
environmental activitiesare going onwithinthe Coeur
d AleneBasin. Thepublicwasinvitedtojointhefree
day-longtour.

Thebustour began at the BEIPC officesin Kellogg.
Stopsincluded the East Mission Flats Repository,
Silver Crescent Mine Site (Moon Gul ch) cleanup and
natural resource restoration project, theRex Mine Site
cleanup and restoration project, and resdentia and
commercia property cleanup Sites.

Seethefull agendaonthe BEIPC web siteat
WwWw.basincommission.com
Thefiddtripwasheldin placeof theregularly
scheduled BEIPC mesting.

2008 Draft Coeur d’Alene Lake
Management Plan Released

by Marc Sewart, Public Relations Director,
Coeur d'AleneTribe

The Coeur d' Alene Tribe and the State of Idaho
recently unveiled aplan to prevent contaminated
bottom sedimentsin Coeur d’ Alene Lakefrom being
released into the ecosystem and further damaging the
environment. The sedimentscontain contaminants
such aslead, arsenic, and other toxic metals.

The Tribe and the | daho Department of Environmen-
tal Quality drafted the Coeur d’AlenelL akeM an-
agement Plan with support from EPA after ayear
of collaboration. The planwill assessthecurrent
satusof lakewater quality and outline strategic goals
and objectivesfor protectingit. Funding for amajor
cleanupisnotin place. The Tribe has committed $5
millionto the project and has challenged state and
federal agenciesto budget moniesfor theproject.

(continued on next page)
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The plan promotes education, understanding, and

support for effectivelake management. Theplan uses
“adaptive management,” which givesthe stateand the
Tribeflexibility to make necessary changes. It doesn't

proposeany new lawsor regulations.

Theplan callsfor continued water quaity monitoring.

Monitoring will help stateand Tribal scientistsunder-
stand how pollution movesinto and withinthelake.
In addition to keeping an eye ontoxic metalsin
lake-bottom sediments, the plan callsfor anutrient
sourceinventory. Theinventory will identify where
nutrients, such asfertilizer and wastewater, are
originating and being deposited into thelake. These
nutrientsfeed a gae blooms, which ultimately dieand
then contributeto contamination being released from
thelake bottom.

Another key part of the Lake Management Planis
education. Theplan callsfor thecreation of a
stewardship center. Thiscenter could belocatedin

downtown Coeur d’ Aleneand used toincrease public

awareness about protecting thelake.

Although Coeur d' Alene Lakeiswithinthe Bunker Hill

Superfund site, itisnot included in EPA’scleanup

plans. EPA acknowledged that arevision of the 1996
Coeur d’ Alene Lake Management Plan—devel oped

locally outside of thefedera Superfund processand
adequately funded, implemented, and proven

effective—may appropriatel y address contaminantsin

|akebed sediments.

The plan reflectsan agreement between the Tribeand
DEQ concerning the current state of lakewater quality
and |ake management goals, objectives, and strategies.
Itisthe product of extensive effortsto understand and
addresskey interestsof local, state, federal, and tribal
governments, whose partnershipsarecritica for future
success. Other key stakeholdersincludethe business

community, environmenta groups, andindividua
ctizens.

Theoriginal 30-day public comment period hasbeen

extended an additiona 30 days. Commentsare now
dueby 5p.m. onAugust 25, 2008. Theplanis
availableonlineat the Tribe'sand DEQ’swebsitesat
www.deq.idaho.gov/ and www.cdatribe-nsn.gov/
lake

Submit written commentsto the Coeur d' AleneTribe,

L ake Management Department, PO. Box 408,

Plummer, 1D, 83851, or to DEQ, 2110 Ironwood
Parkway, Coeur d’ Aleneg, ID, 83814. Emall
commentsmay be submitted to Glen Rothrock at
glen.rothrock@deq.idaho.gov or Rebecca Stevens
at rstevens@cdatribe-nsn.gov

Spring Flood Moves Contaminated
Sediments

Thehigher than normal snow pack madethisyear’s
spring floodsespecidly big. All that runoff resulted
inthemovement of sediments, including mine-waste
contaminated sediment. Themovement of these
contaminantsisanormal spring runoff event each
year intheBasin. But thisyear, of course, more
water meant even more sedimentswere moved
withintheriver, wetlands, and floodplains.

TheCoeur d AleneRiver system containsmillions
of cubicyardsof mineand mining-related wastes.
Thesewastesweredeposited intheriver andits
tributariesover many yearsof mining activities. The
sediments contai ning these contaminants continueto
wash downstream, especialy during high flow
events.

Sediments I behi nd after flooding often are conti nated
with lead.

Theinterim Record of Decision (ROD) for Operable
Unit 3includes some cleanup actionsto address
contaminated sedimentsfor protection of wildlifeand
people. Theseactivitiesrequiresignificant planning
dueto, among other things, concernsabout flooding,
recontamination, and thetechnical complexitiesof
someactionslikeriver-bed sediment removal. EPA
has started the planning processto devel op
comprehensiveand long-term solutionsto address
these concerns.
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Communications Team Forms

TheBasin Commissionrecently formed anew
Project Focus Team, cdled the Communications
PFT. Theteamisdeveloping goalsand objectivesto
improve communicationsand build public participa
tionintheBasin Commission. The PFT’smembers
includecitizen group representatives, local residents,
and peoplefrom organizationsand agenciesinvolved
intheBasin cleanup. Sincethe CitizensCoordinating
Council isalsoinvolvedin public communication, the
PFT will beworking closely with that group. In
addition, the PFT hasreceived input fromthe
Technical Leadership Group (TLG) and direction
from the Basin Commissionersand Executive Direc-
tor.

The PFT hasbeenworking on several ideasinclud-
ing: improving the Basin Commissionweb page;
offeringa“ courtesy review” of controversia subjects
when requested by other agencies; and expanding the
network of existing communication avenuesand
techniques. Thegroup isalso developing acommu-
nication strategy and identifying publicinterest areas
and outreach opportunities. Currently, thePFT is
working on abrochurefor the public about the Basin
Commission. If youareinterestedinjoining the
Communications PFT, or have suggestionsfor the
group, contact Jeri Del_ange, Communications PFT
Chair, at Jeri.Delange@deqg.idaho.gov or 208-
783-3548.

2008 Property Cleanups Underway in the
Basin

Thisspring, DEQ and its contractors began the 2008
property cleanup season. Because of thewet winter
and spring, theprogram got alatestart. TheBasin
Property Remediation Program’sgod isto clean up
360 propertiesthisseason. About 1/4 of theseare
expected to be high-risk properties. Inorder to
completethecleanup efficiently, theprogram
emphasizestarget areas. Property cleanupsin Mullan
and other upper-Basin communitiesare being
emphasized this season.

Sofar, 82 properties have been cleaned up thisyear.
Propertiesare chosen for cleanup based on criteria
set by EPA. High-risk propertieswithin the Coeur
d AleneBasinarethemainfocus. Theseare

propertieswhich exceed established cleanup level sfor
contaminants, and areinhabited by children under the
age of seven and/or pregnant women.

Local contractorsare again doing the 2008 property
cleanups. Stewart Contracting, in Pinehurst, and
Ferguson Contracting of Kellogg.

For details, contact Mark Stromberg, DEQ, at
208-783-5781 or mark.stromberg@deq.idaho.gov
or Bill Ryan, EPA, at 1-800-424-4372, x8561, or
ryan.william@epa.gov

Cleanup Beginning at Harvard Road in WA

Cleanupsa ong the Spokane River in Washington
continue. Work isexpected to begin thismonth at
theHarvard Road North Site, about amile north of
the City of Liberty Lake. Work should take about a
month to complete. Thesiteisapopular recreation
area, and includes one of thefew boat launcheson
theupper river.

In coordinationwith EPA, theWashington
Department of Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Program
(Ecology) will remove and cap shorelinesoilsthat are
contaminated with heavy metads. Thecontamination
istheresult of historical mining practicesupstreamin
Idaho. Thework istaking placeaspart of EPA’s
cleanup decisionfor the Coeur d’ AleneBasin, andis
led and funded by Ecology.

Cleanup of thesitewas contingent ontheresults of
trout spawning surveysrecently conducted at
previoudy cleaned up sitesontheriver.

The spawning surveyshave now been eval uated by
agency staff and found toindicatethat the project
may proceed with no objections. For details, contact
Zach Hedgpeth at zahe461@ecy.wa.gov or 509-
329-3484; or Ravi Sangaat sanga.ravi @epa.gov
or 800-424-4372 x4092.
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Opportunities to Get Involved

Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission
Executive Director: Terry Harwood, 208-783-2528
www.basincommission.com

Next Meeting: August 13, 2008, Field Trip

Citizens’ Coordinating Council (CCC)
Contact: John Snider, 208-664-9773
Visit the website for meeting information:
www.basincommission.com/CCC.asp

Shoshone Natural Resources Coalition (SNRC)
Contact: Robin Stanley, 208-744-1118

Groups meets 2" and 4" Tuesdays of each month
Call for meeting information

Silver Valley Community Resource Center

For information on meetings or how to contribute funds,
Contact: Barbara Miller, 208-784-8891
www.silvervalleyaction.com

The Lands Council

Contact: Brian Walker, 509-209-2408
www.landscouncil.org

Information Repositories

These locations offer collections of documents:

North Idaho College
Molstead Library

1000 W. Garden Avenue
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
208-769-3355

Wallace Public Library
415 River Street
Wallace, ID 83873
208-752-4571

St. Maries Library
822 W. College Ave.
St. Maries, ID 83861

Spokane Public Library
906 West Main Avenue
Spokane, WA 99201
509-444-5336

EPA Field Office

1910 Northwest Blvd., Suite 208
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
208-664-4588

EPA Seattle Office
Superfund Record Center
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900
Seattle, WA 98101-3140




Basin Commission Contacts

Updated March 2008

Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission — Jon Cantamessa, Chair

Allan, Chief; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone:
Buell, Jack; Benewah Cty Commissioner Phone:
Cantamessa, Jon; Shoshone Cty Commissioner  Phone:
Currie, Rick; Kootenai Cty Commissioner Phone:
Hardesty, Toni; IDEQ Director Phone:
Harwood, Terry; BEIPC Executive Director Phone:
Manning, Jay; State of Washington Phone:
Miller, Elin; EPA Region10 Administrator Phone:
BEIPC Staff

DelLange, Jeri; BEIPC Phone:
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone:
Hanson, Rob; IDEQ Phone:
Moreen, Ed; EPA Coeur d’Alene Basin Rep. Phone:
Stevens, Rebecca; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone:
Technical Leadership Group (TLG) — Kenny Hicks,
Adams, Bill; EPA Region 10 Phone:
Addy, Mark; NRCS Phone:
Brewer, Lloyd; City of Spokane Phone:
Box, Steve; U.S. Geological Survey Phone:
Clark, Greg; U.S. Geological Survey Phone:
Connolly, Randy; Spokane Tribe Phone:
Dailey, Anne; EPA Region 10 Phone:
Fink, Rich; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Phone:
Flagor, Bob; K-S Soil & Water Cons. District Phone:
Fortier, David; Bureau of Land Management Phone:
Fredrickson, Sid; City of Coeur d’Alene Phone:
Gentry, Dean; Benewah County Phone:
George, Dave; WA Dept. of Ecology Phone:
Hansen, Jim; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone:
Hardy, Rogers; Benewah County Phone:
Haynes, Bob; ID Dept. of Water Resources Phone:
Helmich, Bryan; ID Dept. of Fish & Game Phone:
Hicks, Kenny; Shoshone County Phone:
Johnson, Jeff; U.S. Forest Service Phone:
Kirkpatrick, Bob, U.S. Forest Service Phone:
Kirschner, Fred; Spokane Tribe Phone:
LePard, David; ID Dept. of Water Resources Phone:
Lindsay, Robert; Spokane County Utilities Office  Phone:
Perfect, John; Idaho Transportation Dept. Phone:
Schlepp, Mike; K-S Soil & Water Cons. District Phone:
Sheppard, Clyde; Kootenai County Phone:
Snider, John; Kootenai County Phone:
Spears, Brian; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Phone:
Stevens, Rebecca; Coeur d’Alene Tribe Phone:
Stevenson, Mike; Bureau of Land Management  Phone:
Stromberg, Mark; IDEQ Phone:

Washburn, Carl; ID Department of Lands
Werner, Terry; City of Post Falls

Zilka, Nick; IDEQ

Zion, Rod: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

TLG Project Focus Team (PFT) Leads
Basin-wide Monitoring — Anne Dailey
Communications — Jeri DeLange

Funding — Terry Harwood

Recreation Area — Mark Masarik

Human Health/Residential — Rob Hanson
Lower Basin — Rebecca Stevens

Mine and Mill Sites — Bill Adams

0U2 Phase Il — Anne Dailey and Nick Zilka
Repository — Andy Mork, lead

Repository — Ed Moreen, vice lead

Water Treatment — Bill Adams

CCC Project Focus Team Volunteer Leads
Human Health/Recreation — Kathy Zanetti
Lake Monitoring — Kristy Reed Johnson
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rlindsay@spokanecounty.org
john.perfect@itd.idaho.gov
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mike_stevenson@blm.gov
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Websites: j

EPA Coeur d’Alene Basin -78
http://Yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/sites/cda

Basin Environmental Improvement Project
Commission
http://www.basincommission.com

Technical Leadership Group (TLG)
www.basincommission.com/TLG.asp

Citizens’ Coordinating Council (CCC)
http://www.basincommission.com/CCC.asp
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