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RESPONSE

BACKGROUND AND CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN:

The Site at 78 North Avenue in Attleboro, MA once housed a 13,500 square foot chromium plating facility formerly
operated by Walton & Lonsbury, Inc (W&L). While in operation from 1940-2007, the Site was used to chrome-plate
industrial objects. As a result of W&L Operations, surface water and groundwater were contaminated by a number

of metal and solvent contaminants. The contaminants of concern at this site include chromium, hexavalent chromium,

lead and solvents, which are also known as volatile organic compounds.

WHAT HAS BEEN COMPLETED:
Since work began on the Site, the Walton and Lonsbury
facility has been demolished and approximately 2 acres
of contaminated soil were excavated. The building debris
and most of the soil have been transported offsite to
licensed and regulated landfills for disposal. During these
Site activities, air monitoring devices were placed around
the Site, and at no point during the project were any
elevated levels of dust or metals observed. If air moni-
tors were ever to detect dust or contamination, work
would be halted immediately until the problem is fixed.

RECENT ACTIVITIES:

This past summer, EPA switched operations to address
the residential area that was impacted from contaminat-
ed groundwater that has flowed from the W&L facility
towards Bliss Brook. Three acres of trees were removed
to provide EPA access to the contaminated wetlands.
Since August, EPA has been working to isolate Bliss
Brook by directing most of the water through a tempo-
rary pipe. To do this, wet soil was excavated but needed
to be dried out before being moved. To accomplish this,
EPA has been adding pelletized corn cobs to the exca-
vated soils to absorb the water so that the soil piles can
be safely transported and staged at the W&L Site. As a
result of these activities, there may be a “farm-like” odor
in the neighborhood. This smell is a combination of the
organic materials in the wetlands that have recently been
unearthed in combination with the corn cob pellets doing

their job. Itisimportant to note that metal-contaminated
soils do not emit odors.

WHAT’S NEXT:

Due to the extraordinary amount of rain fall over these
past few months, work within the residential area did
not progress as far as planned. It is likely that EPA will
not shut down the Site for an extended period of time
during the winter. EPA plans to take advantage of frozen
ground conditions and will continue to prepare both the
wetlands and the impacted properties throughout the
winter so that in the spring, the contaminated area can
be stabilized and capped.

In addition to the work in this residential neighborhood,
additional soil samples will be collected to continue to
define the extent and limits of contamination caused
by the contaminated surface water that had discharged
from the WAL facility during plant operations.

ADDITIONAL CONTACTS:

Elsbeth N. Hearn, EPA New England; On-Scene
Coordinator; (617) 918-1265; hearn.elsbeth@epa.gov

Jan Drake, MassDEP, Hydrogeologist, Bureau of Waste Site
Cleanup (508) 946-2841; janice.drake@state.ma.us
Gerard Martin, Mass DEP Chief, Compliance and
Enforcement Section, Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup,

(508) 946-2799; gerard.martin@state.ma.us

KEY CONTACTS:

ELISE JAKABHAZY
EPA New England
On-Scene Coordinator
(617) 918-1228
jakabhazy.elise@epa.gov

EMILY ZIMMERMAN

EPA New England, Community
Involvement Coordinator
(617) 918-1037
zimmerman.emily@epa.gov

GENERAL INFO:

EPA NEW ENGLAND
5 Post Office Square
Suite 100

Boston, MA 02109-3912
(617) 918-1111
www.epa.gov/region1/
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