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POWNAL TANNERY SUPERFUND SITE
NORTH POWNAL, VERMONT
COMMUNITY RELATTONS PLAN

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently conducting a remedial action at the
Pownal Tannery Superfund hazardous waste site in North Pownal, Vermont (the “Site). This
Community Relations Plan identifies issues of community concern and outlines planned EPA activities
to address the site-related informational needs of the North Pownal area. The goal of the community
relations plan for this area is: 1) to help the public understand the activities being undertaken at the
Site and why such measures are to be undertaken; and 2) to assist the public in their understanding of
Site conditions in order to exercise a voice in EPA decisions regarding how to address the risks posed
by the Site.

This document is designed for use by both the public and agency personnel working on the Site. The
EPA 1s conducting the cleanup of the Site. Tt is intended that the agencies involved in this remedial
action use this report to better understand and respond to community issues, needs, and concerns.
Citizens are encouraged to use this report to learn whether their particular concerns have been noted
by the EPA and how to become informed and mvolved during the remedial action to address
contamination at the Site.

The information in this plan is based primarily on discussions conducted in North Pownal with area
residents and town oftficials on September 11, 2003, as well as observations made through less formal
interviews and conversations with local residents and town officials in the fall of 2003. In general, the
community is aware of the Site and EPA's activities, Many local residents have lived in Pownal for
many years and are knowledgeable about tannery operations and some of the tannery disposal
practices. Many local residents have previously relayed stories of working in the tannery, and of
other information about how the tannery operated, including how waste was handled and disposed.

Citizens or others with concerns not noted in this report are encouraged to contact the EPA at the
address and telephone numbers listed in Appendix A of this document.

This report 1s orgamized as follows:

Site Description

Community Profile

Community Involvement and Concerns

Objectives of this Community Relations Program

Planned Community Relations Activities

Timing of Community Relations Activities

Appendix A: List of Contacts and Interested Parties

Appendix B: Information Repository and Suggested Meeting Location
Appendix C: Newspaper Articles Pertaining to the Site
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Site Description

Figure 1 shows the location of the Pownal Tannery Site, located on State Route 346 in the Town of
North Pownal, Bennington County, Vermont. The Site consists of two properties. The southern
property contains the former tannery buildings and the nearby sludge lagoons, and occupies
approximately 30 acres. This property has frontage on State Route 346 to the south, and is bordered
by the Hoosic River to the west, railroad tracks and a residential area to the east, and comfields to the
north. The property includes five lagoons, several former tannery buildings, and a warchouse. A
landfill was constructed on the second property, located one-half mile south of the tannery process
building and was used by the tannery to receive sludge from the tannery and lagoons.

The Pownal Tanning Company operated the facility from approximately 1935 until 1988 when it filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptey in 1987 and ceased operations. The tanning of cow and sheep hides used
a variety of processes to remove the animal fats and tissues from the hides, and to prepare the hides
for tanning, coloring, and finishing. From approximately 1937 until 1962, untreated tanning process
wastewater was discharged directly into the Hoosic River via trenches in the basement of the tannery
building complex. A separate process building and lagoon system were constructed during the period
from 1962 through 1971, to receive and provide limited physical treatment of the tannery waste
water, In 1982, a State permitted, lined landfill was constructed on the smaller property to receive
dewatered sludge from the lagoons. The landfill was partially covered. In 1983, a portion of the
lagoons was covered.

A final Site investigation to identify the full nature and extent of site contamination, known as the
Remedial Investigation (RT) and a study to identify potential options for addressing contamination at
the Site, known as the Feasibility Study (FS), was completed in July 2002. A plan detailing EPA’s
preferred alternative to address Site contamination and potential exposure risks was presented to the
community in a Proposed Plan for formal public comment in Summer of 2002 and EPA 1ssued their
selected cleanup alternative in the Record of Decision, dated September 2002.

Cleanup activities on the site were initiated in September 2003, and will continue through September
2004. The cleanup will consist of a large excavation effort to remove up to 10 feet of tannery sludge
from two of the lagoons. The sludge will be blended with inert materials that will absorb moisture
and strengthen the material so that it can be placed in a lined landfill on the site, where it will be
covered with a solid waste cap.

Community Profile
North Pownal is not separately incorporated, but is part of the town of Pownal, Vermont. Pownal

was incorporated in 1767. Tn the 2000 U.S. Census, the population of North Pownal was determined
1o be 3,560.
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The Town has a few small industrial businesses, and several private and commercial farms that
produce milk, fruits and vegetables are located in the Town, Local educational institutions include
only one grammar school (K-6). The middle school and high school are located in Bennington,
Vermont.

North Pownal is governed by a Select Board of five members. Three of the Select Board are elected
for three year terms, on a rotating basis (1.e. one three year term 1s elected each year), and the other
two members are elected annually for one year terms. The Select Board has governing authority for
the Town, and all budgetary decisions are subject to Select Board approval. All appointments to local
boards are also made by the Select Board.

Community Involvement and Concerns

Bennington County has had significant community exposure to Superfund Site cleanups over the past
several years since there are three other Superfund sites located nearby in the Town of Bennington,
Vermont (Bennington Landfill, Tansitor Electronics, and Burgess Brothers).

In 1998 when EPA last conducted formal community interviews, interest and concern over the
Pownal Tannery Superfund Site was relatively high. EPA has held a number of public meetings at the
site since it was added to the National Priorities List (1998). EPA also produced several Fact Sheets
during this time period to aid in keeping the community informed about site plans and activities.

Since 1998, a number of citizen concerns related to the building and landfill have been addressed,
through a Non-Time Critical Removal Action conducted at the Site,

Nevertheless, community interest and concern remains high at the site. In 1999, the Town of Pownal
wags awarded approximately a $100,000 grant from EPA to evaluate redevelopment opportunities at
the site, after cleanup is accomplished. The Town quickly formed a Reuse Committee, comprised of
local residents and town officials, to guide the site evaluation. The Town then hired a planning
consultant to carry out the details of the evaluation, and that project is ongoing.

Despite the various cleanup activities conducted by EPA to address the contamination in the
abandoned buildings and the landfill (Time Critical Removal Action completed by EPA in 1994, and
Non-Time Critical Removal Action completed in December 2000) community concern at the site 1s
still high, as the lagoons, ground water, and the Hoosic River impacts have not yet been assessed.

A summary of the current citizen and Town concerns is presented below.

Town Reuse of the Site

e The Town is interested in using the Site for a beneficial purpose once the contamination is
addressed. Towards that end, the Town received a $100,000 grant from EPA to study
potential plans for reuse of the Site. The primary Site use being considered by the Town is
for construction of a new waste water treatment plant to alleviate the current condition of
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direct sewage discharge to the river. Additional reuse plans may include nature trails, athletic
fields and other recreational uses that may involve access to the river,

Public Health & Safetv Issues

e During the time period when the tannery was operating (the tannery closed in 1987), odors
from the facility were noticeable and objectionable. Once the plant operation ceased, the odor
problem reduced significantly.

e Some residents have expressed health concerns over the quality of their water, since there is
no public water supply, and all water used by local residents is from private water wells.

e  Onemajor concern in the Town is the discharge of raw sewage directly into the Hoosic River.
There 15 at least one open sewage discharge to the Hoosic River contained within the Site
boundary.

Security

o Town residents and officials previously raised issues about site security, as the Site was not
fenced and there were no signs posted to indicate that the area contained hazardous
chemicals. This issue has been largely addressed in the Landfill and former Tannery building
areas through EPA’s recent removal efforts. The Lagoon area is partially fenced, and vehicle
access is restricted by a locked gate, though small off-road vehicles can still gain access in
places. The perimeter of the lagoon area 1s posted with signs indicating the presence of
hazardous wastes.

¢ Trespassing continues to be a problem in the lagoon area, as local residents use the area for a
variety of recreational purposes including hunting, fishing and off-road motoring.

Objectives of this Community Relations Program

The EPA has developed a tocused community relations program to address the needs of the North
Pownal community expressed during the interviews. A guiding principle of all community relations
activities will be to keep communications as simple and direct as possible, while still providing
sufficient information for people to fully understand what is happening at the Site. The EPA will seek
to educate local residents of the activities occurring at the Site, the purpose of these activities, and
regarding the Superfund process.

The EPA will work closely with local contacts where possible, to monitor changes i community
concern and to adjust this community relations program as needed.
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Planned Community Relations Activities

The following EPA activities to inform and involve those interested in the Pownal Tannery Site
include actions required by the Superfund law and activities developed specifically to respond to the
interests expressed during interviews with community members.

Establish Information Contacts:
The EPA has named the individuals listed below as contacts for Site information.

Leslie McVickar

EPA - New England, Region 1
I Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA 02114-2023
(617) 918-1374

and

Sarah White

EPA - New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA (02114-2023
(617)918-1026

and

Pamela Harting-Barrat

EPA — New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA 02114-2023
(617) 918-1318

and

Brian Woods

Vermont Agency for Natural Resources
Department of Environmental Conservation
103 S. Main Street, West Building
Waterbury, Vermont 05671

(802) 241-3885
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The EPA will include the names and phone numbers of these contacts in all public informational
documents and news releases.

Establish and Maintain Information Repositories

The EPA will send fact sheets, technical summaries, site reports, general Superfund information and
other Site related material to the information repository in North Pownal, Vermont and Boston,
Massachusetts to insure information is readily available to all interested parties. The EPA has
established information repositories at the North Pownal Public Library, as well as at the EPA
Records Center in Boston. The address. telephone number, and hours of operation are listed in
Appendix B. The information repository will be maintained for the duration of Superfund related
activities and information will be added as it becomes available. Many of these documents can be
viewed or downloaded from the EPA website:

http://www.epa.cov/superfund/sites/npl/ vt htm#BENNINGTON

Maintain a Site Mailing List

The EPA will include all interested ofticials, residents, community groups, and news media outlets
serving the North Pownal area on a site mailing list. To promote the widest possible outreach to
interested parties, the EPA will mail all fact sheets, news releases, and other site-related information
to everyone on the mailing list. The EPA will update the mailing list to include anyone who provides
their name and address on sign-in sheets posted at the entrance to public meetings and information
sessions concemning the site. Additionally, fact sheets will include a "coupon" to return to the EPA
for those individuals wanting to be added or deleted from the mailing list. Those wanting to be added
to the list can also write or call one of the contacts listed in Appendix A.

Issue News Releases

The EPA will issue press releases to the news media and to those on the site mailing list to announce
public meetings, public comment periods, initiation of phases of site work, results of site
nvestigations, the release of reports, and EPA decisions on how to proceed at the Site,

Prepare and Distribute FFact Sheets. The EPA will issue fact sheets as needed to provide
information on the investigation and cleanup of the site, as well as to answer questions raised on any
topic of particular concern to the community regarding the investigation and method to address
contamination.

The EPA will produce additional fact sheets if an issue of concern arises that would best be addressed
by a fact sheet, which can be more comprehensive than a one or two page press release.

While every attempt will be made to minimize the use of technical terminology, some technical and

regulatory language will be used to help the reader understand the process and participate by
commenting on EPA proposals. The EPA will define any technical or other Superfund specific terms
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used. The EPA encourages readers to call or write to the EPA with any questions or comments on
the content or readability ot informational fact sheets.

Public Meetings

EPA plans to brief the Select Board on a periodic basis as remedial activities progress.
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APPENDIX A

OFFICIALS, KEY CONTACTS, AND
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES



A,

Federal Elected Officials

1.

Homnorable James M. Jeffords
Member, United States Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 224-5141

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Member, United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 224-4242

Honorable Bernard Sanders
Member, House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-4115

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1.

Leslie McVickar

Remedial Project Manager

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (HBT)
Boston, MA 02203-2211
(617)918-1374

Sarah White

Community Relations Coordinator

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (RAA)
Boston, MA 02203-2211
(617)918-1026

State Elected Officials

1.

Shepard, Mark L. (State Senator)
6 Polygraphic Lane

North Bennington, VT 05257

(802) 447-7322



Sears, Richard W. (State Senator)
343 Matteson Road

North Bennington, VT 05257

(802) 442-9139

Bostow, Bill (State Congressman)
1225 South Stream Road

Pownal, VT 05201

(802) 447-7717

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1.

Brian Woods

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
Department of Environmental Conservation
103 South Main Street, West Building
Waterbury, VT 05671-0301

(802) 241-3885

Local Officials

1.

Nelson Brownell, Select Board Chairman
P.O. Box 411

Pownal, VT 05261

(802) 823-7757

Harry Percey, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411

North Pownal, VT (05261

(802) 823-7757

Don Prouty, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411

Pownal, VT 05261

(802) 823-7757

Marilyn Gardner, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411

Pownal, VT 05261

(802) 823-7757



. Harold Marshall, Select Board Member

P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

. Bill Hayes, Forest Warden

1945 Maple Grove Road
Bennington, VI 05201
(802) 442-4023

. Vacant, Health Agent

P.O.Box 411
Pownal, VI 05261
(802) 823-7757

. James Gilbert, Health Officer

P.O.Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

. Craig O'Dell, Chief, Pownal Fire Department

P.O. Box A
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757



APPENDIX B

INFORMATION REPOSITORY AND
SUGGESTED MEETING LOCATION



A, Information Repository

L.

Solomon Wright Public Library
Main Street

PO Box 400

Pownal, VT 03261

(802) 823-3400

Hours:
Monday, 6:30 a.m. ~ 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 10:00 am. - 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Friday, 10:00 am. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 am. - 2:00 p.m.

Records Center

EPA - New England, Region |
1 Congress Street

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 573-5729

Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10:00 am. - 1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

B. Suggested Meeting Location

1.

Pownal Elementary School
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POWNAL — The owner of a
wood pellet manufacturing
business in Adams, Mass,, is
taking a second look at the
former Pownal Tanning Co. site
for possible expansion of his
company.

Averill Cook of Williamstown,
Mass., owner of Catamount
Pelict Fuel Co., said this weeck
that . he is exploring the North
Pownal sitc and availability of
any federal or state assistance
for locating a business there.

FOR THE RECORD

Aflter razing most or all of the
existing mill structures at the
site, Cook said his firm would
likely construct new buildings
and seck to use the existing
hydropower facility to power the
manufacturing operation.

The tolal cost, including raz-
ing the former tannery mill
structures and dealing with any
hazardous waste problems,
would “‘cost a couple of million
dollars to really make a viable
business,”” Cook estimaled.

The hazardous waste problems
**are not insurmountable;” Cook
said, referring to the on-site
buried tanning wastes and wasles

inside the factory buildings. The
property has been the site of
testing by the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency, which
is considering placing it on the
hazardous waste Superfund
cleanup list, and the state Age-
ncy of Natural Resources.

Boston & Maine Railroad lines
near the factory and Route 346
make the site desirable from a
shipping and receiving stand-
point, Cook said.

The Catamount Pellet Fuel
Co. takes waste wood, card-

board and papers and presses it
into pelicts that can be used like

BENNINGTON BANNER LOCAL/STATE TuESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1994

‘Wood pellet manufacturer eyes tannery

coal as a fuel, Cook looked at
sites in Pownal, including the
Northeast Wood Products site
and the former tan , before
establishing his Adams factory in
an industrial park at {he former
Amold Print Works site off
Route 8.

The former tannery closed in
bankruptcy in 1989, The
grounds, buildings, some of
which date back to textile oper-
ations in the 19th ceatury, and a
waste treatment and sludge
dumping site, have been the tar-
get of investigations by envi-
ronmental agencies.

— -Mang

Weather

Today, morning rain turning fo

sfternoon showers. High: 60,

Tonight, showers. Low: 42.

Tomorrow, cloudy. High: 50,
For wpdates call 362-2000.

Hospital
Sunday, Oct. 30
Admissions

Virginia Browe of Bennington.
Monday, Oct, 31

Admissions

Mary Lou Albert of Benning-
ton, Anna Mears of Bennington,
Francis Smith of Granville;
N.Y., Robin Wilson of North
Hoosick, N.Y., Harry Cipperly
of Hoosick Falls, N.Y,
Discharges .

Gertrude Butler of Benning-
ton, Karen Gosselin and son of
Bennington, Helen Mentiply of
-lln-_N.Y.

‘When: Nov 1, 7:30

Y e

BENNINGTON ~— Benning-
ton County VFW Post 1332 has
annou that the state service
officer of the Veterans of For-
cign Wars will be at their
on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 9 to
11:30 p.m., to assist veterans
and their dependants in VA re-
lated entitlements.

Meetings

TUESDAY

Shafltsbury School Board

Where: Shaltsbury school

When: Nov. 1, 7 p.m.

On the agenda: Re-warning of
bond issue, regular business,

Aclington Sclect Board
Where: Fisher School

.m,
On the agenda: ﬁlfomnlloml
hearing for ballot,

—— —— ——

4-04

WinFour

1-9-9-0

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -
Here are the winning numbers
selected Monday in the daily
New Hampshire, Vermont and
Maine lotteries:
Pick 3

9-2-6
Pick 4

5-9-7-1

Court record

BENNINGTON = Yesterday
in Vermont District Court:

Aimee M.F. St. Hilaire, 19, of
Pownal, pleaded not guilty to a
felony charge of driving to en-
danger on Aug. 18 when police
soid she was driving too fast for
road conditions and caused an
accident that cavsed the deaths
of _Maria_ Green and Brandy

lawful restraint and custodial in-
terference,
charges of domestic assault, vio-
Iation of an . abuse prevention
order and contempt of court af-
ter police said he struck a family
member, locked her in a room
snd took their child without
permission on Saturday,

Police said the alleged victim
had obtained a restraining order

against Maguire in August, His .

bail was sct at $5,000 and he was
lodged at Rutland Correctional

- Center,

Police blotter
Teen-ager is struck
by car on School Street

BENNINGTON -~ Police are
Investigating a car/pedestrian
accident that occurred yesterday
on School Street,

and misdemeanor

This hitchhiker |
Kathleon Mills, ¢
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- Developer |
I

r. Ul

+ seeks to
- foreclose |
tannery |-

POWNAL - The developer
' who holds a on the
former Pownal Tanning g:
property is seeking to forec
“on several hundred acres of
land surrounding the vacant
mill.
Jan Exman of Durham, Conn.,
« filed the action. in Benningion
Superior Court through his
Pownal Development Corp. The
suil mames as deferdants the
bankrupt Pownal Tanning Co,,

Indostries Inc., a private firm
e with a lien on the property.
- Exman. who purchased the
. V’ property's ﬂlﬂl“in‘ mort-
N2 r" from the First National
SL ank of Boston in 1995, wants
Na - cxcept for the factory site itself.

£

\- dessrmine what (ype O-Ldfannp—JL

MAY-Z2-9( THU 19: 1Y

e, 8

TERRY

Al one lime, the tappery
owned about 900 acres of most-
ly wooded land around the 19th
century mill site, moch of it
stretching west from the banks
of the Hoosic River into New
York state.

Exman also s asking the court
to order the four defendants 10
either pay all the outstanding
mortgage balance ($970,090),
plus taxes owed and inainte-
nance, insurance and other costs
or relinquish their rights to the
property. .

Cormier said it is not Jikely
the defunct Pownal Tanning Co.
will move 10 pay the costs. The

" fadtory closed in 1988 and-the

costs; the Department of Tai
is owed 30,155 for saes snd
use and withholding 1axes; and
Staff Industries Inc. is a'privitc
fiem that obtained licas
tetalling 325,895 for work and
equipment supplied to the tan-
owners dering the 29§0s.

Town of Pownal is aot a

party in the suit. "I haven't a
clue 2t this point,” Select Board
Chairman Frank Lamd said
Wednesday of the court action.
Please see POWNAL, Page 12
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F ireﬁgh.ters:» “We
-~ were lucky this time”
| BARBARA BENNETE. = oty -

Staif Whiter

POWNAL - Firefighters rushed into action;
Thursday when a fire was reported at the .
Pownal Tanmery. - e = —ruls

They called for backup, summoning a fire -
company from Bennington ‘and two from
Williamstown, Mass. Luckily, the fire nsmed
out to be a brush fire on the back side of the
former tannery. ’

The pile of buming driftwood, which offi-
cials say is suspicious, was extinguished
quickly, preventing flames or embers from
reaching the interior of the large abandoned
building.

| “We were lucky this time,” said David
O'Dell, president of the Pownal Center Fire
Department, expressing dismay at what
would happen if the inside of the building
ever caught fire.

O'Dell said officials from the enviroamen
] protection agency told fircfighters not 1O

PMlease see LUCKY, Page 12
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Firefighters were called Thursday to a fire at the sbandoned tannery
brash fire did not involve the bullding, but officials called It suspiclou
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Phetos by Jamas Themten
‘irefighters were called Thursday 1o a fire at the abandoned tannery in Pownal. The
srush fire did not Involve the buliding, but officials called it susplcious.

bers were givea the lowdown
Thursday on what they can do to
gét some or all of the $200,000 in
taxes owed the town for the aban-
doned Pownal Tanncry.
Attomey Peter Van Oot told
board members they can ecither
 take a passive rolc and wait for the
propesty to be sold, which would
result in the taxes being paid in
order to gel the land deed, they
could take a more aggressive role

1 _and set up a tax sale for the prop-

erty, or they could try to suc the
Pownal Tanning Company, which
has filed for bankruptcy.

“It"s a complex and challenging
site with a Jot of different play-
ers,” said Van Oot, who was hired
with community development
grant money.

The environmentally hazardous

sl is s6ll legally owned by the

[

Pownal Tanning Company whose
incipals are John Flyna and
g:ns. Inc., Van Oot explained. Jan
Eximan and the Pownal
Development Corp. hold the
mortgage 0a the property.

Exman is currently attempting 10
subdivide the property and fore-
close on approximately 1,000
acres of woodlands that are not
contaminated, according to Van
Oct. He doesn’t want the rest of
the property, which consists of the
large mill arca, a lormer hydro
power dam, 22 acres of lagoons
and a 7-acre lined landfill site

The state of Vermont is contest-
ing Exman's attempt to foreclose
on only a portion of the property,
Van Oot told the board. But if he
is successful in foreclosing on the

Please see DUE, Page 12
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“to*combat any fires at
former Pownal Tanning Co.
ill s normal structure fires.

chairman of the

“from ¥ office.
He has notified Valley
‘F’u Departmeat of the change.

An EPA cleanup project
a few years ago appar-
“ently removed stored
. hazardous materials
and the worst of the
pollution from the mill.

The federal had at one
time restricted fighting or even
‘pouring water on any. blaze at
the vacant factory without prior
EPA approval. Agency officials
were concermed about toxic
emissions in smoke and that

EPA 'h‘eat any tannery fires as normal

materials stored in the mill
-might run off with water into the
nearby Hoosic River.

‘However, an EPA cleanup pro-
ject 2 few years ago apparently
removed stored hazardoos mate-
rials and the worst of the pollu-
tion from the mill, Depollo said.

He.said he contacted the EPA
following a July 24 fire at the
site, which he toasa
part of the countywide planning
group. Pownal firefighters said
al the time that they still were
operating under the EPA's previ-
ous instructions, prohibiting the
use of water on the building.

The July 24 fire turmed out 1o

be a bonfire set by ,mmué
against the back wall of the
brick factory, which did not

. spread to the interior,

Concerns also have been
voiced privately by fire officials
that a fire at the Route 346 mill
would pose significant hazards
for firefighters — even without
the threat of hazardous materi-
als. Floors are buckling and sec-
tions of the three-stocy brick
structure have crumbling walls
and appear a threat 10 collapse
in the event of a fire. -

The mill has been vacant since
the tanaing firm filed for bank-
rupicy aboat ninc years ago.
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mcmlthrcat ahou,sebmlt
- in the 19205 that"has all lead
hoses and other equipment pamt"thwldhmchﬁxc :

Wetenotsosure

That's certainly” comforti;g..'
but we're a little unnerved that it -

‘meatal Protection Agency is say\ ' appears the EPA is saying all is |
(toxic waste) health m.ny

fine -_simply - because they.
moved sgge barrels of waste.

LAY

The action by thé EPA Boston = mag

office signaled that the remov;
. five years ago of a stockpil
| hazardous material was all th
\ government agency needed
. pronounce the end of any danger
llution to the .neighbor- waste has Geturdeal

: umquurm]

EPA for its tannery stndlgs and
conclusions," but to . date has
“seen no- results of anythlng .
g ftomlhe EPA." '

'[e just not eonﬁdenull thc

: and the. Hoosic River - 'Ihaeis still ‘a si
.shouldthctannerycawbﬁre- "amounto(wmuthem-’lts_

“what toxic Wa
in thewoodwotk

to _Tom. toxicity and_volume are certainly -
the coun- memnbh.gl{ these have ‘been
Phnningw«nph the EPA 10 -
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mgmorethdnmldueim liuvent measured, we ...
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in 1988, and the EPA
 did a'qu $700,000 removal of
o~ some of the site's more hazardous
last year. -
- despite all of this unpleas-
v th. -ntu-.thomhu-ohrmd*
there 18 - could got the cleanup job done
'lf'llotﬂutthmggoontho

und list, it'd be 15 years
‘could

nnnnn

if he really wants
fannery reborn as a -

aitting the site on the national -

Lag v AR

The cold-cash reslity of the sit-
usation is that nothing good is ever
going to happen here under the
gtmnuinnﬂon. Reason: No one

as the deep pockets needed to
finance a cleanup — except, of
course, the big, bad Superfund.

.'The company that owns the
tannery is And the state
is never going to be able to rustie
up the estimated $4 million-plus it
will cost to make the tannery’s pol-
luudhms,d:mpmddmpu
buildings go

2o away. '
“Not having it enrollod in the
federal program reduces its

agreed,
state's position hag all
veantaed work from

-perfund dctﬁally works

cleanup plan, “Its to take a
lot longer to deal E thwi:h site
without Supetfund than it”
she predicted. F

And contined inaction could
health. Quick stion by Grefighters
late last month prevented a blaze
Mbyahdnmthopluntﬁ'om
reaching the building itself.

But the incident pointed up the
fact the tannery remains a disaster
waiting to happen: The building,
near collapse and still encrusted in
places with toxic materials, is val-
nerable to vandalism. Kids ride
bikes near open manholes to pol-
Juted lagoons,

And get this: Until the EPA
advised them to the contrary dur-
ing McVickar's visit, firefighters
were of the belief that if the tan-
nery did catch fire, it was better to
let it burn than hose it down and
risk having the water wash toxic
rudmxmthombyﬂoodc&v-

F(cno gmundeontml!nh!ontr '

pdh_fWebunnpmbhm.

Sachmbmilﬂnxnunm;
colimnist for the Burlington (Vt,)
Freg Press.
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" industry I offer ..." Cook wrote,

“... It is also possible that'the
town does not want an industri-
al application hm.gln to this
site, and therefore my interests
would be best-served in finding

‘an alwe“loc:ti@u.é The
opportunities am facing .
A mﬁe'hnediuc-lcdm.."

seléct ‘board is visiting
the .Catamount site to sec the

' --.'opuumfm-hmdnaspeml

tained codtact with Lance
Mattesoh - and Mr. Exman on

develppments concerning the

property. At this point, I am in a

position tb take ‘ownership of

lhepmpenyfromMr Exman.
. Due 10 the fact that I pro-

‘a6 _industrial application..

liu:. iL.is paramount that
unii :‘t’:

—-l!.:lu::p of mdlm.ry to

} ‘understand that

the board members

meeting Thiréday. -

Cook, contadted late Tuesday,
declined an intecview.

Cook's letter "mm::;
“..From my perspective
hanbeenfewmdbleoppom
nities for the redevelopment of

‘the property, and | believe that [

offer not just one, but several
viable solutions 16 the problems
in the area.”

~ Catamount, since it opened at
its Printworks Drive location,
has had nearby residents contin-

" ue to complein of wind-blown

sawdust and a K:w odor
emanating from t
cials say. -

Joha dmmun of the
Notthertt ‘Berkshire Industrial
Park ‘and: Devdopmt ‘Corp.,
szid for some time (bh;(’e vu:

“origoing :concern by some"¢
“*“%33&?&
abutters 0

thay “be emansting

zior thet -
“Averill's phee." and saw- .
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POWNAL — The

Environmental Protection

_Agency is conmsidering adding
the pollsted former Pownal
Tanning Co. site to the National
Superfund Priority List, accord-
ing 1o officials,

hile making the tannery site
a Superfund site would free up
more federal funds towards
studies and cleanup of the area,
a history of long, dragged-out
Superfund actions might make
the idea of putting the tannery
sit¢ on the Nauonaﬁ Priority List
(NPL) unpopular with some
state officials.

The Pownal Select Board will
meet with Gov. Howard Dean
Wednesday Lo discuss the EPA's
proposal for the tannery becom-
ing a Superfund site. According
to officials, Dean has opposed
past efforts to place the tannery

on the list because other
Superfund actions around the
state have proved costly and
slow-footed in progress.

To date, the EPA has conduct-
ed a removal action of the more
hazardous waste storage areas at
the tannery, but has exhausted
the amount it can spend under
the limited authority it has with
the site on & pon-Superfund sta-
tus, according to attorney Peter
Van Oot.

“It's a trade-off,” Van Oot
said of the Superfund listing. "It
frees up a lot of money for
cleaning up and studying, but
the NPL is a very, very expen-
sive and tlime-consuming
process. It's not a streamlined,
quick fix. [t's a long, expensive
process.”

For the 1annery 10 be made a
Superfund site, the EPA would

first make an investigation of
the site and give the site a score
based on how much waste there
is and its proximity 1o public
pathways and water sources,
Van-Oot said. If the tannery is
given a certain high score, it
will be ranked on the priority
list. Funding for cleanup is
based on the ranking, Van Oot
said. The state, although it also
shares in the cleanup cost, loses
2 certain amount of control over
the cleanup process once the
site becomes a Superfund site,
Van QOot added,

“The problem with the
Pownal tannery site is there's no
apparent viable private party o
spend money on the cleanup,”
Van Oot said. The Pownal
Tanning Co. is defunct, and cur-
rent  mortgage-holder Jan
Exman isn't in a position to be
held liable. “That doesn’t leave
you with a lot of alternatives,”

Lian Oot said.

[annery site
is Superfund
candidate —

Van Oot explained that there
are four categories for the EPA 10
determine “parties strictly liable™
to pay for cleanup. The two cate-
gories applicable o0 the wannery
situgtion include anybody who
ever owned the property, or per-
sons that come in and buy it.

“The EPA could spend the
money, then go after any one of
these parties,” Van Oot said.

Exman is trying to foreclose
on all of the former tannery
property except for the polluted
mill parcel, and he’s being con-
tested in Benninglon Superior
Court by the state Agency of
Natural Resources and the Town
of Pownal. Van Qot represents
Pownal in the case,

The mill site has been eyed by

Averill Cook, president of
Catamount Pellet Fuel Corp., of
Adams, Mass, who has been
negotiating with Exman a possi-
ble sale, and has recently solicited
the town's inpat on his industrial
company taking over the mill

1
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Dean reverses, supports Superfund for
Pownal

POWNAL. VL. 1AP) - Gov. Howard Dean has reversed himself
and come out in support of putting the site of the former Pownal
Tannery on the federal Superfund hazardous waste cleanup list.

But Dean said he would look to the town's select board for
ruidance before deciding whether to push the federal

nvironmental Protection Agency to make the Superfund
designation.

"Il tollow their Jead because ultimately the people of Pownal
have the most to gain or lose by this.” Dean told the Rutland
Herald.

The governor and state environmental officials met with select
board members in Montpelier Wednesday o discuss the pros and
cons of a Superfund designation.

Dean said Supertund designation would prompt the federal
government 10 help pay for cleaning up the site. which is
expected to cost up 10 S40 million. He earlier had said he did not
favor Superfund dJesignation. arguing that the process could tie
the site up for vears and prevent new development.

""The risk is nothing will happen for a long time." Dean said.
““The risk of not domg it means there’ll be no money to make
anything happen.”

The governor's recommendation appeared to carry weight with
town ollicials.

“"No one is going to come in and spend that Kind of money on
their own for cleanup.” said Laura Rosse. a select board member.
“Niv vote 15 going 10 be for us to be listed as a Superfund site. |
teel that's the only alternative.”

MU RSB T | & - : Co. Jdeciared x\ulalup\s and shiut iis Joors
in 1988 after dumﬂml, industrial chemicals on its site beside the
Hoosic River.

Last month. the LS. Environmental Protection Agency. which
has already spent $700.000 on an emergency cleanup. came oul
again in 1 avor ol placing the tannery on ' the Superfund’s national

wel, wini g g
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pr ey Pownal won't get stuck with
Nassaowses, |Dill for tannery cleanup

Maine

Vermont

Conpecticyt

New York

Associated Press, 08/25/98 15:42

POWNAL, VL. (AP) - The town of Pownal won't have to pay
to clean up the comtaminated Pownal tannery property.

Click here
More wires That opinion from the Environmental Protection Agency for real estats brokers

Spors clears the way for the tannery to be designated a Superfund
Business site, meaning it will be decontaminated largely at federal
Technology expense.

Hiagcin f
Nation It also allows the town to proceed with a tax sale to recoup

World about $255,000 in definquent taxes. el ele
Lottery #s “"We've waited a long time to get where we're at with the
Daily; 3606 (Mon.)  |tannery," Selectboard Chairman Frank Lamb said. “"That to
gi.cma.u. me is a glant step forward "

- While the owners of Superfund sites are generally liable for

21213152549 the cost of cleaning up hazardous wastes, the Pownal
Bonus32 (Aug. 24) | Tanning Co. declared bankruptcy in 1988,

(Aug. 22) The 19th-century mill and its hydroelectric plant have sat
idle since then.

Anxious to see the property redeveloped but wary of taking
on clean-up costs, the Selectboard met with Gov. Howard
Dean and state environmental officials earlier this month to
discuss the lannery's future.

With the govemor's suppont, the board voted in favor of
having the EPA place the tannery on the Superfund priority
on the condition that the town was absolved of liability.

In a letter to the board last week, EPA official Patricia
Meaney wrote that the Superfund liability rule does not apply
to municipalities that take ownership of contaminated:
properties through delinquent tax sales,

The only exception is if a town causes or contributes to the
release - or threat of release- of hazardous wastes, Meaney
wrote.

“"Most anybody else who bought it would be part of the
cleanup,” Lamb said. “"We are not,”

Meaney also nofified the town that it could take title to about

900 acres of uncontaminated woodlands owned by the

Pownal Tanning Co. and later sell the land, with neither the -
town nor the buyer assuming liability for the tannery cleanup,

Meaney said.

The selectboard is considering turning the area into a town
recreation area.

Lamb also said the land could produce income for the town if
it were managed for timber harvests, The lown recently

20i3 OR: 259K 16:3501
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netted about $18,000 for timber taken from another parcel,

he said.
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Judge allows foreclosure on land near tannery

But contaminated Pownal Tannery can be abandoned for others to clean up

o the court
Service cannot conclude that there
I a violation of public policy In
addition, the court noted that there is being considered by the federal
:‘mmuhggum" Environmental Protection Agency
pblcpaitee T b comary o 10 be designated a Superfund site
Meaker also The town, meanwhile, is prepar-
et ¥ the ing a tax sale of the tannery to
sion the agency’s conclu- - recover $275,000 in delinquent
od M'WWW taxes owed by the tannery’s former
M”““'"’“"C!“ﬂ!mwu owner, the Pownal Tanming
a remedy which the haz Company, which went bankrupt
.M.mfor‘:mmwm 1988 p
- According 0 court papers,
ing him t sell off nine “clean “‘mmmdomnmm Exman, whose company is called
parcels of the property and sbandon Pownal Development Corp., paid
the tenth — the mill — for someone $40,000 to First National Bank of
r Bastoa for the mortgage in 1995.
e Exman foreciosed on and sold a
R”mmme — . — 312-acre parcel located in New
wmdm&emm« ' York 1o the New York Trust for
cmmn : R - Public Land, netting over $40,000
grounds - - N ey in the sale and claiming a Joss on
: —— s taxes of almast $50,000 becsuse
Reactions of disappointment -
came from both. Assistant Attorney m“‘,’“‘mﬁ"‘m”
Gljnem..lohnHa‘senadeWns appraised g mil is
Swepouant’ Wik Migher's ni- assessed at $125,000, it is contarms-
ng, and that the state would consid- nated with chromium, lead, pe-
S Gy Suaort o parmaission © tachlorophenol and  asbestos
R PO B ol Sogvae records say With the exception of
the town of Fownal taking the title

Frank Lamb also said he was disap-

: any party that takes ownership of
pointed “The decision says he can the mill would be subject 1 a kaw-
80 ahead and take the good and suit by the EPA for cleanup costs
Jeave the bad, which is kind of sad ~ under Superfund
Lamb said he did“hot know what The town's attorney in the mat-
this decision meant for the town. ter, Peter VanOot, said he would
“We really dont know if this leave it to town officials to react to
mezns the town of Pownal will be the rulirg.
;Tesponsible for the clean-up of this Lamb said the town was not
site. involved in the procesdings. Any

appeal would have to come from
the state.
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Superfund

is the right

choice for tannery

Pownal Tannery site is
being considered to be
named a Superfund site by

the

federal Environmental
Protection Agency. We encourage
state and local officials to run, not
walk, toward expediting this des-
ignation.

In the past, Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean has resisted
efforts to place the tannery on
the Superfund list. He's done so
because he believes that the
Superfund process is long, slow,

uous and expensive ~and we
believe he's exactly right on all
counts.

But the Pownal Tannery oper-
ated for more than 40 years in
the heart of Pownal, all before
the polluting effects of its opera-
tion were clearly understood.
For that matter, the location was
textile mill prior to becoming a
tannery operation - there's no
casy way to discover if any
residual environmental damage
remains from this earlier manu-
facturing operation, either. The
tannery building itself, while
sturdy enough;
unused and deteriorating.

If the site is ever to be placed

is - currently

into use again, someone will have
to determine what level of hazard
exists and exactly what steps
must be taken to remove the haz-
ard. But here lies the rub, There
will be a hefty cost to such an
examination and cleanup, and the
businesses that formerly operated
on the tannery site are long
defunct. The cost is also likely to
exceed the amount of money the
state and/or local officials are

going to be willing to pony up.

The property is in receivership -
meaning the financial institutions

that hold the note have no liabili- ™~~~ =~

ty here ~ but they also have no
way to interest anyone in invest-
ing in the site until it can pass an

_EPA inspection.

It seems pretty clear that the
slow, expensive Superfund
cleanup; however, undesirable,
is the only possible method for
restoring this bit of real estate 1o
a state where it can become use-
ful to commerce again. We thus
encourage the governor and the
Pownal Select board, when they
meet toda& to, d;,scusp the issue,
to agree, rfind:
designation and 13 pus for as
quick a cleanup as possible.
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oppose burying
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United States . Office of External Programs

Environmental Protection Agency JFK Federal Building
New England Region Boston, MA 02203
- Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont

“EPA
Environmental News

Contact: Alice Kaufman, EPA Community Affairs Office, (617) 918-1064
For immediate release: March 23, 1999 99-3-23
EPA TAKES SWIFT ACTION ON POWNAL, VT, TANNERY CLEANUP

Boston-- Just two months after designating it a federal Superfund site, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency approved today an $8 million plan to cleanup a portion of the
28-acre Pownal Tannery Superfund site in North Pownal, Vermont. Funds for the cleanup come
from the Superfund Trust Fund which is financed through an industry petrochemical tax.

The first phase of the cleanup, scheduled to begin this spring, includes decontamination and partial
demolition of the tannery buildings, excavation of soils and contaminated sludges in the tannery
building, disposal of materials in an on-site tannery landfill and final capping of the tannery. landfill,
located on Will Dean Road. The State of Vermont will be responsible for long-term operation and
maintenance of the landfill cap once complete.

“We streamlined the Superfund process so that we are able to move far more quickly to address

pollution at sites like Pownal,” said John P. DeVillars, EPA's New England administrator. *Weare

readying for a spring construction season to begin work at the old tannery site and look ahead to the
future reuse of this site."

With support from Govermnor Howard Dean, the Congressional Delegation and the town officials,
EPA listed the tannery on the EPA's National Priorities list on January 11, 1999 thus making it
eligible for cleanup under Superfund.

The delegation worked closely with the state, particularly the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation to secure federal funding for the Pownal Tannery site. Congressman Sanders, Sen.
Leahy and Sen. Jeffords urged Secretary Carol Browner in a September 1998 letter to fund a cleanup
of contamination at the site, stressing the importance of removing toxic substances from the site.

“This is good news and a sign of progress for Pownal," said Sen. Patrick Leahy. “The community

has worked hard to address the issues at the tannery, and this is the result of the constructive
partnership they have forged with EPA and other state agencies. The Vermont congressional

VISIT EPA's WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http:/iwww.epa.goviregion01



delegation will continue to support the community's efforts to finally begin the process.”

“I am very pleased to see that the EPA has moved so quickly following their listing of this site,” said
Sen. James Jeffords. "This is a great example of how the Superfund can work. With the cleanup
about to begin, we can look forward to the redevelopment of this property to benefit the entire
Pownal community."

“This is a very positive development for Pownal, the region, and the state,” said Congressman
Bernard Sanders. “Local communities need all the help we can give them to address environmental
problems and we will continue to work as a delegation to help communities respond to
environmental concerns. I am pleased that EPA's Region 1 office was able to work together
successfully with state and local governments to address the need for a cleanup of this site.”

“The work planned for this summer will be a significant step forward in addressing the risks that this
site has presented to the community and the local environment since the tannery ceased operation.”
said John Kassell, Secretary for the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, “It also sets the stage for
an additional benefit -- possible redevelopment of the property”

“Pownal is glad to see the start of this project and hopes to see the continuation of the entire cleanup
completed in a timely manner." said Nelson Brownell, Pownal Selectboard Chairman.

The tannery cleanupteam consists of EPA’s Remediation Construction Manager, the Army Corps of
Engineers and their construction contractors. In preparation for the cleanup activities, the team will
establish a staging area near the site to hold construction equipment. Trailers will be moved to the
site to serve as temporary field offices.

Throughout the cleanup, EPA will be working with the Army Corp of Engineers, the Vermont
Department of Environmental Conservation, and in ongoing consultation with the Pownal Select
Board.

In an effort to pratect the health and safety of arca residents and site workers EPA will: restrict
access to the site by erecting a fence; monitor air quality; and wet contaminated soils to prevent dust
from blowing. EPA and the construction team wil! make every effort to minimize the disturbance of
the cleanup to the community.

The EPA will schedule a public information session in Pownal in mid-April to update the residents
and address their concerns on the tannery work project, Rick Leighton, EPA Remediation

VISIT EPA’s WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http:/fwww.epa.goviregion01



Construction Manager, will also be available during the cleanup to meet or talk with residents about
their concerns during the removal.

Before work begins, the EPA will also set up an informational bulletin board for residents on the
tannery cleanup at DJ's Country Store in North Pownal. Residents can also obtain additional
information about the tannery cleanup through the information repository at the Pownal Public
Library or by calling Rick Leighton or Sarah White at EPA's toll free number: 1-888-372-7341.

-30-

VISIT EPA’'s WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http://www.epa.goviregion01
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1 uwdl nnery conditions

pose worry for neighbors

$8 million on the way, but immediate concerns surface

Rosse gaid she would contact
state authorities immediately
and request focks and signs for
the landfll ?xuudemm
ment but threw her boots away
after leaving the property
ble, both withrotted wooden cov-
ers which arenot amtached to the
cylinders, leaving them wide
open. Both cylinders have lad-
inito a liquid sibstance contained

mside the uncovered receptacles.
“Can’t you just pichre some
Kid pgettmg down there"
know haw desp it is, or what's
ingide.”

The EPA said last November

. "There probably should be
signs and Jocks on the landfill 1
will bring it up to the pruject
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have the same thing, and people are . and 'whio knows what, and 1 doat

|

Degan 1 be stoited there.

ey

my doonand tell me to

*I dont want them t© reopen
this,” she sald. “Look:at what hasnt
been done bere. No signs? No locks”
happening, what

umamm

m
mmmm w umm

they be> There is nothing here ©  w knock on
them out, cr wamthem OSHY  warn my enants about the land-
mn

bev

\

situation has Dever in here all the time. Why wouldn't - think it would have Killed anybody
mmwmm Wwwemmetebme able ™ know"

Anoldclmk'mnrbmdud

‘Y,nis
worked,” Nicholas ssid.
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seks ATO airstrikes.

Even though the draft appeared to sig-
| a viclory for NATO, President Clin-
n and other U.S. officials reacted cau-
wsly, waiting for signs that Milosevic
3uld begin pulling his troops out and
‘ow the retum of more than 855,000
fugees.

In the meantime, NATO's bombing
mpaign continued,- with airstrikes
ported in Kosovo and -elsewhere
wrsday night

Though cloaked in language meant to

Jownal may
eceive EPA
study grant

\MMY DANIELS A

Writer D

OWNAL — may be cne of the
rst towns i line féf'a hew grant initiative
om the U.S. Environmental Protection
gency.
The Recycling Initiative Grant, which
1s not been officially announced yet, will
ve towns up to $100,000 to fund feasibil-
y studies for potential reuse of Superfund

tes.

“Our priority has been clean-ups," Leslie
leVickars, EPA remedial project manager
1 the Pownal Tanning Company, told the
slect Board Thursday night. “Now we're
ying to move forward and maximize our
Iministrative authority and jump-stan
& lhim” " °

A lot of the problem with “recycling”
ntaminaled sites is the stigma attached to
em. “No publie or pivate-cotity Wanted
deal with these. sites.”! said McVickars
scatise of contgmination gnd iabilify eon-

action would continue until it was clear
the plan was being implemented.

“We must be cautious ... until Serb
forces begin a verifiable withdrawal
from Kosovo,” he said.

NATO jets roared over Belgrade even
as Russian and European envoys
wrapped up talks with Yugoslav leaders.

“Yugoslavia accepts the document for
peace brought by the highest re
tives .of the Buropean Union and Rus-
sia,” the official Tanjug news agency

aos’ The EPA is ho jiig the new program

ring piloted will belp towns and property
smers put the cleaned sites to productive
i, she sald. * .
The tannery met all the critenia for the
sw grant and McVickars volunteered it for
¢ pilot program. Only one or two sites
om each of the 10 EPA regions are being
it forward for consideration, she said
In addition to funding, the' EPA will also
ciljtate peer assistance from other munic-
alities that have found ways 10 reuse oace
andooed Ignd, or aid with technical assis-
nce from experts in'the ffeld, she said.
The town. could look at foulti-usé pro-
sals for the entire sité, or concentrate on
particular parcel, such as the lagoons,
ithin the bomplex, sald Mt Vickars. The
¢a could be used for ballfields, tennis
park or municipal

, yfrf institutional con-
3 to ensure the area, ‘once cleaned and
pped, would not be reopened, she said.
(ou couldnt put in a building with a deep
dlar ... or put in wells," she explained
The sticking point may be the ownership

Please see EPA, page 4
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ShEs - THEY' § U |
Chief Warrant Officer Stan Grover, a v )
Bennington Community Park In his owr former “backyard.” The Park, following its second’
day of construction, faces a crisls. The needed volunieers have still not come out and con-,
struction officlais say If enough people do not come out by today, parts of the park may be'
cut although the fuhds to pay. forthem &re In place. For more, see storles on page 8 and 6.

State Department spokesman

Russian envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin and

Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, rep-
resenting the En Union.

Milosevic’s Socialist Party said it sup-
ports the peace plan bécause “it brings
establishment of peace and a halt to the
criminal Rombing. -

But the movn effectively means the
Yugoslav government capitulates oa all

.said following talks between Milosevic, major Westem demands to end the Koso-
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‘keeping force;

« the safe and fr
Albanian refugees
past months

* substantial aut-

The draft wouk
sevic weaker than
sentatives rejected
Febrgary and Man

Then, talk was
security forces’ n
But the latest pe
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EPA team
cleans up
in Pownal

JAMES THERRIEN

BANNIR STAFF WRITER

POWNAL -~ An cmergency
waste removal team f{rom the
federal Environmental Protection
Agency has set up shop at the
former Pownal Tanning Co. site
and will perform testing and
remove hazardous materials
from the closed factory.

Team supervisor Lisa Danck
said a waste testing and removal
firm hired by the EPA will be at
the site for one to two months,
removing barrels of potentially
hazardous material and testing
for the presence of asbestos,
PCBs and other materials.

Funding for the work will
come from federal Superfund
allocations, Danck said. The
project has an estimated budget
of $250,000 to cover the site

work, on-site and laboratory
testing, removal and disposal of
bazardous materials, and related
work.

She said the federal govern-
ment might later seek reim-
bursement for the work from

parties determined to be respon-
sible for the hazardous waste,
such as principals in the bank-
rupt tannery business.

Danek said funding for the
current project will not come
from $370,000 the State of
Vermont was awarded in a court
settlement announced in Janu-
ary, stemming from a suit the
state Attorney General's office
brought against tamnery officers
over waste cleanup costs, That
money is carmarked for future
testing of taonery dumping la-
goons and a nearby landfill, well
water testing and cleanup work
relating to any river, groundwa-
ter or similar contamination that
might be found.

Work on determining the ex-
tent of such environmental
damage and how it should be
dealt with is slated to begin in
camnest this year, under the di-
rection of another EPA office.
That work will lead to a deter-
mination of whether the North
Pownal site should be placed on
: national waste cleanup priority
st

Danek said ber team focuses
instead on immediate cleanup
problems found at a waste site.

Fod® Wi a e )

Usa Danek Is supervising an EPA emergency wasts removal team at
the former Pownal Tanning Co. site. The team will be testing for and
removing harardous matecials from the aite.

such as removal of barrels of
hazardous materials. As an ex-
ample, she said the contractor,
OHM Corporation Environmen-
tal Services of Hopkinton,
Mass,, will test any materials
found in the vacant factory in a
special equipment trailer that has
been set up next to an office
trailer at the site,

Further testing of the materials
will also be performed at labo-
ratories, Danek said, and a de-
termination will be made on how
to dispose of the wastes and
where. The wastes in the several
barrels, which appear to be re-
lated to the tanning process, will
eventually be sent to & hazardous
waste landfill, she said.

The equipment trailer contains
protection gear, respirators,
showers for wuse after crew
members work with the wastes
and similar features. The EPA
also may rent other equipment as
needed, the supervisor said, and
might hire local contractors for
certain work.

In addition to waste in barrels
and other containers, the crew
will test and disnose of what

Jamas Thermes

appears to be loose asbestos in
gﬂcs in the plant, Danek said.
hirteen turbines at the plant’s
clectricity generation facility will
be tested for the presence of
PCBs, once used as in lubricants
but now banned as 2 carcinogen.

The facility is at the mill dam
near the south end of the ram-
bling brick and concrete block
structure, which began as a tex-
tile mill and was converted to a
tanpery some three decades ago.
Wastes at the property, which is
on the bank of the Hoosac -
River, are associated with tan-
ning process.

The half-dozen members of
the EPA crew also will investi-
gate whether a hazard exists at .
the five lagoon areas, where
there is evidence of trespassing,
Danck said. A determination will
be made on whether to fence off
the three currently unfenced la-
goons.

Danck said the EPA emer
gency response feam Was TeT
quested after the federal lK‘n."r'
was notified of the presence OL
the barrels and other materiald
by the Vermont Agency of N

o,
ural Recanrosrc -

|
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Pownal to receive $100,000 for tannery site evaluation
Saturday July 24, 1999

By Erik Arvidson

Berkshire Eagle Staff

POWNAL, Vt. -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced yesterday that the town will
receive up to $100,000 to plan for the redevelopment of the contaminated former Pownal Tanning
Co. site off Route 346,

The funds will pay for an assessment by the town of possible reuse plans for the 28-acre tannery
site, which is listed on the EPA’s National Priorities List of Superfund waste sites, officials said.

The announcement comes as EPA engineers have started removing asbestos and decontaminating
the tannery mill complex in preparation for having the structures demolished later this summer.

Pownal is one of 10 communities in the country receiving planning assistance grants totaling $1
million under the Superfund program, agency officials said.

"The $97,000 we applied for will help us plan for this community's future, and will help facilitate
redevelopment of the site, which will bring tax dollars back into this town," sald Selectmen
Chairman Nelson Brownell,

Meanwhile, the $8 million initial cleanup phase of the tannery site has been under way for several
weeks, and officials expect demolition work to begin the second week of August, according to
Richard T. Leighton, EPA's remediation construction manager.

Workers are stripping roofing material containing asbestos, as well as parts of a boiler and pipes,
also containing asbestos, Leighton said.

Contaminated material in the floors and on fixtures in the northern portion of the mill complex is
also being removed, Leighton said.

Workers wearing protective suits are aiso overpacking between 50 and 60 55-galion drums, the
majority being empty but some containing an unknown material that is potentially hazardous,
Leighton said.

Fluorescent lights containing mercury vapors, which may also contain polychiorinated biphenyls, or
PCBs, are also being removed, according to Leighton.

"The whole idea is to essentially allow us when we take the building down to take the material off
as construction debris to a landfill," Leighton said.

According to Leighton, concerns about the historic value of the old mill prompted the EPA to sign a
memorandum of agreement with the Vermont Historic Preservation Commission.

“The National Historic Preservation Act implies that if you take an adverse action on something

eligible for the historic register, you have to take steps to mitigate that adverse action,” Leighton
said.

1 olfl2 8299 2:21 Pn



+ wsww,uuy TOF tannery site evaluation http://search.newschoice.com/nebe/...al/99-07-24_pownaltannery724b2

The EPA has agreed to hire a historic preservation consultant to photodocument both the interior
and exterior of the mill before it is demolished. "The consultant will evaluate the mill's activities in
the complex and related activities and put it in the context of other activities in the state of
vermont. Not just the building, but the building In its proper context with the community,” Leighton
said.

Concurrent with the demolition, the on-site landfill, which contains contaminated sludge and soil,
will be studied for an eventual capping later this year, Leighton said.

The cap, which the tanning company installed before it went bankrupt a decade ago, is unfinished,
allowing rainwater to seep through the contaminants in the landfill and into the ground below. As
part of the long-term remediation of the site, the groundwater and the heavily contaminated
lagoon system near the mill will be studied, Leighton said.

The lagoon system, where wastes were dump to allow solids to settle, is expected to be the target
of a subsequent cleanup effort.
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ier this year.

EPAoﬁdalsaid-Pwmlinheﬂmm:nNequle
receive one of the EPA’s ! whkhmdqumdto
belzmﬁndnewues

llsamﬂyexcinngnmctobeonthesdeaboudoﬂ’wml,
amallymﬂuudn itive work on at the tannery,"” said

board member Laura Rosse. “We're really thankful to be

part of the EPA’s pilot program.”

The Pownal Tannery was added to the EPA’s list of National
Priorities, better known as the S list, on Jan. 11.

From1937tooi‘t‘sclosutemw88.t::°t:nnuyspadizedb
chrome tanning of sheepskins. Waste ucts, including toxic
metals and dioxins, were discharged into open lagoons near the
building and the nearby Hoosick River. The company declared

-and closed down-in 1988. .. ...

The 19th-century mill and its hydroelectric plant have sat idle |. -

since then.

InMuch.theEPAapprovedeBmiﬂhn to clean the
tannery’s grounds, decontaminating some buil and demol-
ishing others. Contaminated sofls and sl ﬁnnderlhebuildmg
will be excavated and disposed of in a | a the

Town officials in Pownal don’t yet have plans fot the site,
though they have discussed the possibility of using it as a river
recrcational area or a light industry zone.

“We are very happy to be one of EPA’s pilot communities,”
said Pownal Select Chairman Nelson Brownell. “The
$97,000 we tprloed for will help us plan for this community's
future, and will help facilitate tedevelopmem of the site which
will bring tax dollars back into this town.”
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POWNAL, VI. — Pownal has received

$100,000 from the US. Environmental
Protection Agency 10 study new uses Tor &
contaminated tannery site,

Now town officials will study ways 10
reclaim the 28-acre Pownal Tanning Co.,

_ which was added 10 the EPA's Superfund
list earlier this year.

EPA officials said Pownal is the first
town in New England to receive one of the
EPA's planning grants, which are designed
10 help areas find new uses for Superfund
sites.

“humllyexcnngumclobconﬂn
select board of Pownal, especially with all
the positive work going on at the tannery,”
said select board member Laura Rosse.
“We're really thankful 10 be pant of the
EPA's pilot program.”

The Pownal Tannery was added 1o the
EPA's- list of National Priorities, bener
known as the Superfund lisl. on Jan. 11,

From 1937 10 its closure in 1988, the
tannery specialized in'chrome tanning of
sheepskins. Waste products, including
toxic metals and dioxins, were discharged
into open lagoons near the building and

Qx nearby Hoasick River. The company J

— — — S———

declared bankrupicy and closed down in
1988.

The 19th-centucy mill and its hydro-
electric plant have sat idle since then.

In March, the EPA approved an $8 mil-
lion plan to clean the 1annery's groumds,

a;vnal Recelves Environmental Grant

dtcorﬂlmmum some buildings and de-
molishing others. Contaminated soils and
sludge under the building will be excaval-
ed and disposed of in 3 landfil] & the tan-
nery.
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By Michael J, Card B2E"
Trucks and tractors Jead the bustle of attiv-
y at the former Pownal Tennery in North
ownal, Vi, part of an effort 1o complete the
r5t phase of an $8 million Superfund project
st will decontaminate the srea of toxic ma-

rials, before razing the buildings on the site.
And last prospects got even better
x the site, when the U.S. Envi-

mdsmdlo&pannd%’hﬁa-
‘ide that will receive $100,000 in planning
ssistance funds 10 study potential reuse op-
ortunities for the sitc.

n, the redevelopment investigation,
ded $

sgin this fall with the hiring of a consultan,
it that much of the input should come from
<al residents, as the Boston-based agency
wid only make “a generic recommenda-

m™ about what would be best for North
ywnal. ’

In & recent press relcase, Pownal Select
oard Chainman Nelson Brownell said of the
ject, “It"s exciting 10 be
pilot program. We have
ade progress with reuse of gasoline-
xtaminated sites here in Vermont, but former
\anufacturing facilities like the Pownal Tan-

w ;
wvoived with

plan was relcased and approved this

ast Originally, it was thought that

aly the northern building was 1o be demol-

thed, but Mc Vickar said yesterday they found

nat all buildings are considered structurally
nsound, and will be torn down as well,

Rick Leighton, EPA’s remediation con-

\ Struction mana

- - of groundwater, soil,

-———yr v @

e o
ing the cleanup, con

wm-mmwmmm-mu
demolished this fall, but two smaller buildi adjacent to the
m.unmmummm:umwmu
demolished if money is available. If not done this year,
Lﬁ,hlmnyfunymﬂlllmmuao(pdoddahm

of the
mmm — ‘ore 10 be delayed until a Jater phase
of the — is the removal of sludges in thenearby lagoon
area, W was used as a leachate for the former tanney s

wasiewater. .
project has been in the planning for years, and
b ddMMbdMﬂde. “very patient in
this k
'aﬁ?m”",mq::‘wm%uuumm
e ’mhloc»zumn:z' begen
:o?&mmwmmkmm u;::

Alter 1988, when the tannery owners filed bndu'uptcy::
buildings satunused. By 1993, the EPA had visited the site
inary AsscssmentS

W.memwu
wmmﬂ.@Mdeme

the lagoon sysiem.
By 1995, the EPA had gone through and collected samples

EPA begins cleanup at ‘1annery
Federal monies obtained for redevelopment of Pownal site

mnmwmmum o

mmw&uwm
arsenic (over 40 times the amount in
lead (1(.2 times as much), benzopyrene (180 times),
benzo( (25 times), dioxins (1.2 tmes), and
. times), to name a few.

Al this point, most of the materials that could be disposed
ofeuﬂyhawbemmmved.'lbwmk'sbecugmonhae

\\{ormenl months already. We're neas the end of the prelimi-
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Pownal Board not
quite prime time

TAMMY DANIELS

will finally get a chance 1o see
their elected officials in action.
But only those who know how to
set their VCRs — or those with
insomnia — can catch the broad-
cast.

That's because last Thursday
night's meeting of the Select
Board will be shown at 3 am.

Not cxactly prime time. But
viewership improve once
the new show goes live and gets a
better slot, along with
hits like the Bennington and
Shafisbury Select Board meet-
ings.

For at Jeast the next month,
though, the taped board meeti:

Select Board members decided
10 fast track the CAT-TV broad-
casts after voters overwhelmingly
approved a ballot article to broad-
cast the meetings — and the
funds to do it —. at March Town
Mecting. The anicle gave the
board until May 4.

Adelphia Cable will hook vp 35

the town offices to allow live
hroadeadts in the near future.

Dorothy Kimball, E-911 coordi-
nator; Casey Mattison, Nelson
Brownell and Alan Strobrid

fence viewers; Sheri Carter,

ton County Regional Commis-

program to aid municipalities in
developing former Superfund
sites. The EPA is entering the sec-
ond phase of the estimated $20
million clean-up of the polluted
Nonh Pownal area
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““Pownal reviews conceptual
‘wastewater system plans

TAMNY
Staff Writor

POWNAL — Town officials
were given the conceptual plans
last week for a state of the an
wmcwwsyﬂdninthPow-
The treatment facility for the
estimated $13 million system
would include some of the newest

Phillips. a consulting

with Forcier and Aldnch Associ-

aics. the company planning the

town system.

“| feel really good about the
location and the size," he said.
“This site will last the town of
Pownal 100 years."

Tanning Company's lagoons now
exist. between Route 346 and the
Hoosic River. It would be situat-
¢d by a bend in the river, freeing
up more acreage at the site for
vther uses, said Phillips.

The lagoons, used to leach and
contain toxic materials used by
the defunct tannery, will be pant
of the Superfund clean-up of the
site. The Environmental - Protec-
tion A tore down and
trucked away the tannery build-
ing in North Pownal last year.

mittee that's funded by an EPA
grant. The sewer commitice's
. work, and planning by Forcier

and Aldrich, is funded by a
$150,000 bood voters passed last

year. ’

Nearly 90 percent of the fund-
ing for the system should come
from state and federal grants, said
Select Board Chairman Nelson

ing options as well, said
Brownell. “We're trying to come
as close as possible 1o the actual
cost.”

it would be up 10 voters 1o

.apptovenﬁulplmndcon for
the proposed wastewater sysiem.
The central facility will handle
wastewater from the densely po
ulated areas of the town: north,

f of composting, turni
'odr;:s wastes into “clean” mu;
for landscaping use. Liquid

days afier 12:30 p.m. Enough
space is available for a limited
number of citizens. Preference
will be given to North Pownal
residems,

———
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Tannery clean-up
nears completlon

TAMMY DANIELS
Stalf Writer

NORTH POWNAL - The
Superfund clean-up of the Pow-

nal Tanning Co. complex is
almost .

The building, 2 polluted eye-
sore for many years, was tom
down lw by the Enxm

rotection
Pms of the fmluy were
trucked away and other detritus
from the demolition sealed into
the refurbished tamnery landfiil
across the river.

“We're pot leaving it in 2
park condition, but as close as
possible,” said EPA Project
Manager Leslie McVickars.
“We are leaving it in a clean
condition.”

The narrow footprint of the
former building lies between
Route 346 and the Hoosic
River. A pgrassy slope will
extend from the old set of ril-
wad tracks on the property
down 1o the river and an access
road will be built into the site.
The tracks will be left in place,
said McVickars,

The site will be loamed and
seeded with grass |his fall,

A handrail of pipe and wood
will be installed for safety
along the water.

To the south, a deteriorating

.. concrete wall will be replaced

by a stony slope. The present
chain link fence separating the
property from the still-used
Guilford railroad tracks will be
removed from the nosthern end
of the property. At the south end
of the site. the fence will be lef

because of steep drop
lo tracks below.

Samples are still being taken
around the area, including
behind the dam at the south end
of the property. The resuits are

umcd in July.
tannery warchouse on

Route 346, which is still being !
used, may have “hot spots™ that
will have to be dealt with, said
McVickars. Hides were stored
under the building at some
point and that could have
cawsed contamination, she said.
The hydroelectric plant and
the dam over the river will stay.
The plant is part of a .6 acre
parcel owned outright by Con-
necticut  businessman  Jan
Exman, who also holds the

mortgage on the tannesy prop-

“h

c plant is in poor condition
and hasn't operated in years,
said McVickars. But the agensy
is not planning on dealing with
cither the plant or the dam, she
said.

A marker documenting the
history of the tannery, including
its role in the changing of child
labor laws in the United States,
will be installed as pan of a
deal struck with Vermont His-
torical Society. The tannery was
considered an important histori-
cal building, but its condition
pmduded atiempts at preserva-

Insuad the building was
thoroughly documeanted inside
and out by the statc and the
EPA so its part in the history of
the state won't be forgotien,

e —
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Pownal officials and EPA

wrestle withcleanup of con—

taminated
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1970s to contain the chemical
waste sludge from the tanning of
hides. But that eadly atternpt in
environmental conservatism creat

!
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regulations of the period. -
When water in the lagooa

lagoons will partly depend on what
the town wants to do with the site.

The federal agency is working
closely with a re-use assessment
steering committee, made up of cit-
izens and Pownal select board
members. The town received a
grant through the EPA, one of the
first of its kind in the nation, to aide
in utilizing the scenic, but polluted,
acres.

That project, in turn, is tied into
another town initiative — the con-
struction of a wastewater treat-
ment plant to eliminate waste from
North Pownal now flowing into the
river and ease the strain on failing
septic systems in the densest areas
ofthetown.

The tannery lagoans are the opti-
mum site for the treatment plant,
leaving plenty of room for other
uses, such as recreational areas or
a combination of recreation and
commercial uses, say town leaders.

But in creating the toxdc ponds,
the tannery also created a wetland
that now has to be protected, said
McVickars. That means if one or
mare of the lagoons is eiminated, it
will have to be recreated else-
where,

A preliminary survey shows a
number of residants are interested
in tradls by the river and possibly a
boat lmunch, said Alison Church, an
engineer with Greenman-Pederson

" Inc. of Albany, N'Y. and planner for

the reuse committee. _

“They want to keep it low key”

Others have expressed interest
in open fields for ethletics, painted
out Don Prouty, a member of the
committee.

Church said there could be some
flexibility in dealing with the wet-
lands, depeading on what the state
deems pecessary. .

That means by the end of the
year, state and federal agencies and
the town will have to try to combine
different needd = 3 Wastéwiter
ronumental restoration and commu-
nity desires — into a unified vision.

The final result could be several
years away, wamed McVickars.
But, she said, “there's a ot we can
do to get it (the lagoons) into a pos-
itive condition where you can do
what you need to. We want to hear
from you."

The reuse assessment committee
also wants plenty of input from
town residents.

A public meeting to discuss pos-
sible uses of the lagoon area is
scheduled for July 12 at 7 pm. at
the North Pownal fire house.

Representatives from the EPA will
be on hand as well. '
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Staff Writer

BENNINGTON — Recre-

the list of possible uses of the for-

- mer Pownal Tanning Co. site,
. * according to a preliminary survey
... by the town’s reuse assessment

steering committee.
Alison Church, planner for the
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included municipal services,
including the planned wastewater
plant, commercial, industrial,

Recreational uses top the list |

1

Adults who completed the surveys opted lawn and

 ational facilities are at the 1op of  piCRicking areas came out on top

, said Church. The

town's children opted for the higher-activity options,
including the ice rink.

ities.

The tannery, i the
hgoons.\m!ndsmwdzylbe
company to contain ren off from
the tamning process, is now
undergoing a Superfund clean-up
under the direction of the Eavi-

the town and state are in ongoing
future,

zoned residential, but a lot
depends “on which direction the
town wanis 10 move forward,"

" said Leslie McVickar, EPA pro-

explained Select Board Chairman
Nelson Brownell, Instead, a con-
ditional use permit is used, giving
the more leeway in
deciding how to use the area and
m voice in how to use it, he

“If you go through conditional
use, people can come in to beas-

Pownal, which is mostly

ings and restrictions can be put
in," he said.

The wastewater (reatment
plant, while not getting a lot votes
on the survey, is still being
planned with the tannery in mind.

The state of the art facility
would use minimal space and
shouldn't imterfere with recre-
ational uses.

A tour of similar plants in Ver-

children in the schools. -

Church and Russell Ryan, an

Am:rdd:mw

mmﬂmmw

be done.

“We need that i we reall
Aecisions.™

do, to make the
said Brownell.

T e
tonight on CAT-TV at 7:30 p.m.
Two more pablic
including one on Aug. 30, will
held before a final decision on the
site is made. :

K
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By Dan'De Leo
TELEGAAM & GAZETTE STAFF

GRAFTON — In a minor set-
back at the Fisherville Mill site,
officials have now found lead
contamination there and must
await testing before continuing
the cleanup.

According to David J. Dun-
ham, the executive director of
the Central Massachusetts Eco-
nomic Development Authority,
the agency that owns the site,
Environmental Protection
Agency officials detected the
lead in the ash there about a
week ago.

“It's not screaming high lev-
els of lead, but it's there,"” said
Mr. Dunham,

The Aug. 3fire reduced theold
textile mill to a jumbie of bricks
and tangle of metal and granite.
Crews work:?g g t‘hcmu%
partment vironmen
Protection and EPA have been
on the site the inj-

minimal concentration of lead
within the ash, Mr. Dunham
sald, about 5.75 parts per mil-
lion. The state’s acceptable
standard is 5.0 parts per million,
he said. The lead is likely the
remnant of lead paint used at
the mill.

EXCEEDED LIMIT

EPA officials are continuing
to test the ash, he said, because
one pile was found to contain an
acceptable concentration of
lead, while another exceeded
that limit Therefore it is not
clear yet whether a lead cleanup
will be needed,

If s0, however, removal of the
lead will neither be costly nor
complicated, Mr. Dunham sald.

“It shouldn't make a signifi.
cant difference,” he said.

~ Lead

is found

at Fisherville

Setback for mill cleanup

The lead contaminants can be

treated with a cement slurry,
which removes the I-ch.tg
characteristics of the lead,

then hauled away atabout $60 to
$70 per ton. Or it can be removed

“This is an obligation
that needs to be
cqrrloll forward.”?

DAVID J. DUNHAM
CMEDA EXECUTIVE CRECTOR

at about twice that cost per ton
without any treatment, he said.
He said it is not clear how
many tons of lead-contaminated
material there are, but that it is
“nota large quantity.”
The discovery is a small set-
back followlng the successful
first phase of the cleanup. The
EPA has finished removing as-
bestos-contaminated material

from one corner of the site. The
front portion of the site now ap-
pears mostly ., with one
l'-'ﬁr of rusted metal that
be sold as scrap, Mr.
Dunham said.
FINANCIAL CHALLENGE
The DEP takes over the next
phase, which will entai] devis-
ing a plan to treat the ground,
which is contaminated with tri-
;:uhlor::'ethylem. an organic pol-
tan

The task at hand s to deter-
mine the extent of the plume of
% pollution, Mr. Dunham

Though the cleanup has been
moving along smoothly,
CMEDA faces some
ty. The agency, which has been
overseeing the cleanup, is near-
ly out of funding, Mr. Dunham
sald. CMEDA has previously
operated on funds generated
from m}cct revenue and
grants, is now seeking state
funding to continue operation,
Mr. Dunham said. There are two
bmsumromdendonhlhe
Legislature would create
funding for the organization, he
said.

“We're in a transition stage,
but wa‘ntrylncmnndnntg
keep work going on at the site,
he said, “This is an obligation
that needs to be carried for-

ward."”
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Ehcavukntﬂnunlﬂmnnnan-ncunnacuwscﬁuu1qpnhoFbunn!ﬂ-wnwybu*imphuw
fall as part of the Superfund project. With the bulidings razed, the town must consider
how'obostwnopmpufy mmmhmmdmm V!.dona

Route 346.

Pownal look_ing to
potential uses for the

former Tannery site -

By Michael J. Card

With the major cleanup efforts completed
at the site of the former Pownal Tannery in
Nocth Pownal, Vi, EPA and wown officials
are looking forward 10 potential uses for the
site. They held a meeting last week to get
input from citizens about what uses they would
like to see for the recupersting site.

The Pownal Tannery stood on the northeast
bank of the Hoosic River. The site includes a
lagoon area, a dam once used for hydroclec-
e power, casy access to Boston & Maine
Railway tracks and a level area where the
buildings once stood.

fSeleab’oudmbu:thbea\
-eyeing the property 10 establish a Wastewater

treatment ceoter for parts of the town. At a
recent tour, they found new treatment facility
technology that eliminates space and smell,
which could mean the site would be ahlclo

suppoct 8 multiple use.

mmmnSIWmM
a new EPA program to mvwlgane potential
uses for the site.

MUnmeetmg.tbeovawbehnm;nspom
was to clean up the property and use it for
recreational use, including a capoe launch or
picnic areas. Citizens would like an area for
public use, although some expressed interes:
in finding business or industry 1o locate there.

The initial phase of the cleanup project
ended this spnng: the EPA will continue 1o
monitor the site and may Have to address
hazardous materials trapped in the lagoon}

aca.
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Pownal Tannery Superfun

BENNINGTON BANNER

undergoes another revie

ERIC VOHR
Salf Writer

POWNAL - An jodepeader y
govemment agency ‘bag sobmit-
ted its designat ' !bm
Tannery Superfufit’sfic as a pub
lic health hagard; [
. The US. for- Toxle -
Substance and Reglstry
delermined there's a distinot:
“phiysical danger presented by the
dam area 0 the Hoosle
River™ ‘

' “We are going 1o recommend &

fence be constructed around the
oid dam sad around some of the

Knowles, eavircamental health

scientist with the agency.
Knowies sald also recom-
mend extensive soll samples and

surface walcr samples in-the
Hoosic River 1o insure that: the
toxic cherniculs that were used in
the tannery process do not a
health hazord 1o resi-
dents,

was shut

mlnlul ll%?mcr lengthy
dowo y ! [
alrempt fo comply with eaviron-
X designated
The site was [l
Suredundclm-upmmlu
buildieg. was tom down and
removed lasi year as part of the
first phase of the EPA Superfusd
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Report on Pownal Tannery site a work in progress

By Susan P. Bush

Berkshire Eagle Staff

POWNAL, Vt. - A health risk assessment of the former Pownal Tannery site
released last week by the federal Ag for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry should be reviewed by the public but not considered an "end-all"
document, according to Susanne Simon, regional representative for the ATSDR.

The report is available at the Solomon Wright Library on Church Street for review
by the public.

The tannery site was listed as a Superfund National Priorities List site by the U.S.

Environmental Protection in 1998 and received federal funding of $8 Shops.com|
million for the demolition of the tannery building, the ing of a landfill once
used by the tannery and excavation and reseeding of the building’s surrounding

gro That work began last summer and is nearing completion, according to
EPA project supervisor Leslie McVickar. » -

Superfund revenue did not include remediation of five waste treatment lagoons that are also included as
part of the tannery site. McVickar said the EPA is preparing a feasibility study that will examine
mehnon; _opnomi' for the lagoons and the costs of specific remedies. report should be released in
une, she sai :

The public health assessment has desi (besitcasl:‘rnblichealdlhmdbasedondm;amuod
from the site during ATSDR visits in ber 1998 and May 1999. ATSDR officials also met with
town residents in May 1999 to discuss concerns about the site.

Ammg&ereddam'mmammmehedmaﬁawofvaﬁomwmmmmsahfm
cattle and sheep hide tanning facility when the facility closed its doors in the late 1980s. Contaminants
including dioxin, arsenic and cadmium were detected on the site, according to the ATSDR report.

Trespassers and children who played at the site prior to the building demolition and other EPA
remediation may have been exposed to hazards by touching contaminated areas, such as building walls,

or breathing contaminants, according to the report.
Exposure assumptions |

The states that because the habits of trespassers cannot be accurately determined, ATSDR
officials made "certain assumptions” about in order to evaluate exposure risks. Those
assumptions include the premise that the age o was school-age and above, that intermittent
exposure was ing at a maximum frequency of three days a week for between two to five hours per
day, that exposures to occurred at maximum detected concentrations of those hazards, and that

M TR . o

- the main manner of exposure was through direct contact with contaminants. -

B 9/26/00 12:1
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specified exposures. According to e?osuretooontamumuswl a documented link to cancer
probablyeumdnomgmﬁwnmms?m'o dcvelopmgmoermofﬂnexm

However, the doumthatﬂwemmwda:ﬁawlcvelformupmmchnldm
"slightly the health gundehne Based trespasser assumptions developed by the agency,
children who played at the site were probably old enough to have avoided ingesting or eating large
quantities of site soil and are unlikely to suffer adverse health effects, the report said.

But the report also refers to certain physical hazards at the site, such as the building, the building's

basement and areas near the river that are considered dangerous due to the potential for falling into the
river, as current hazards, although they have been rectified by the EPA site remediation.

An update required
"They [the ATSDR] need to have up-to-date data, and we will provide that,” McVickar said.

For example, the building has been demolished, guardrails and handrails have been erected near the
river, and the site where the building stood has been excavated and reseeded, McVickar said.

Simon explained the discrepancies between the report findings and actual conditions at the tannery.

“This is one of the difficulties of preparing a document while remediation is going on," she said. “When
we don't have the most recent data, there is a potential that a document may not state actual conditions.
A:theumethxsdocmwntwaswnum.chmgeswmbangmade The primary contaminants have been
mednmdbytheEPA" .

' Smonalsowdthnevmwﬂhtheutcmmdmﬁon,thesrtewnoplmﬁxcmldrmhphy

”Bmhdsmllbebds,andwhmthaosafmc d:udsadnllenge. she said.

Sxmonalsostmsedthatt!wmpormadnﬁdoctmem i B ooggd b

Updﬂdmfmm&mmﬂhhommdmwaﬁmlmponuunllawbhcwmmmwm
draft document, she said.

Public comment on the assessment will be accepted by the ATSDR uatil Oct. 16, she said. Comments

d:ouldbemwnhngandsbouldbemmledtoﬂnChwf Evaluation, Records and Information
Services Branch, Division of Health Assessment and ion, ATSDR, Mailstop ES6, 1600 Clifton
Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30333. :

32owwmmmmmmmmewMu _
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Pownal tannery land clean-up should start by end of July
St

Friday, June 06, 2003 -
POWNAL — The clean-up for the town's poliuted tannery lands should start in the latter part of next month, an
environmental official sald on Thursday.

The select board held a meeting with members of the Environmental Protection Agency to discuss progress in
cleaning the toxic sludge from the former Pownal Tanning Company property. The project could start as early
as late July, said Dale Weiss, environmental analyst for TRC Companies, Inc.

"We will be awarding the contracts for the dean up around July 4. The prep work for the clean up should begin
by the end of the month, and work continue through December - weather permitting,* he said. TRC was
contracted through the EPA to oversee the project.

The project should be close to completion by July 2004, but minor work will continue up to the deadline of
Sept. 30, 2004.

The project's moving forward is crucial to keeping federal dollars involved in the project, said Leslie McVickar,
EPA spokeswoman.

"Washington has to believe the project is deserving of the money it will receive,” McVickar said. The town's
waste water treatment facility - which will be located on the tannery lands - helped promote the clean up
project because, "it is something the town really needs,"” she said.

Federal money has paid for 90 percent of the project, while the state has kicked In the remaining 10 percent.,
mwmmdmemjeawlooa$&7mllllon,¢ddhqbthe$15mlbnolnemm. to clean up the
, s.

One of the factors holding up the project was getting access to land owned by Guilford Rail Systems, which is
part of the project. The EPA came to an agreement with the rallroad company that was "very reasonable,”
McVickar sald.

The clean-up will consist of moving 30,000 cubic yards of contaminated sludge from lagoons one and five to
lagoon three. A mixture of other materials will be added to the sludge before it is bu ried, which will remove
moisture so the siudge doesn't spread after it is buried, Weiss said.

memnmsommmwfmc«mmywawmmumomemmm
site. Before 1962, any hazardous waste produced was discharged directly into the Hoosic River. In 1962, at the
direction of the state, the first lagoons were constructed to hold contaminated sludge, covering 18 acres. In

1982, a sludge landfill opened on tannery property.

The lagoons are.now loaded with lead, dioxin, PCB, arsenic and chromium. Exposure to these chemicals has
beenldadbovghushea%hmds,ﬁwbwmmwﬁhoam“huﬂdm
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EPA se4 to finish tannery

POWNAL (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency
wants to consolidate the remaining waste at the dosed
Pownal Tannery and entomb it under an impermeable
cap, the agency announced on Thursday.

The $8.8 million project will compiete the long-term
cleanup of the Superfund toxic waste site.

“Our cleanup Is being done with the community's
interest for the site's future in mind," sald EPA
Regional Administrator Robert Vamey. "This plan moves us closer to getting
the property back into active use.”

The plan, the third and final phase of the deanup that has already cost $15

million, will cost $8.8 million. Work is slated to begin next spring. Vermont
Safety Ti
At their meeting Thursday night, members of the Pownal Select Board
expressed thelr pleasure in the EPA's decision to move forward with the Spedcial ¢
clean up plan, saying it was good news.
"That's a big plus for us," sald Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell. “We Flo%e €
were concermed that it was stalled.” Home & He
Who's W
The EPA will pay 90 percent of the cost with the state of Vermont paying the potCom Di
rest. Home Imp
Wedding P
Once the deanup project has been completed, the state of Vermont will be  Outdoor Li
responsible for long-term monitoring and any future work that needs to be
done. Commun
The Pownal Tannery, which operated from 1937 to 1988 when the owners  penningtor
filed for bankruptcy, specialized in the chrome tanning of sheepskins, Cambridge
Hoosick Fa

An analysis of the contents of 18 lagoons at the site found elevated levels of North Adar
lead, arsenic, chromlum, pentachlorophenol and dioxin.

The cleanup began more than a decade ago. Over the years the EPA

removed 13,000 pounds of contaminated material and left over solvents
and other chemicals. In 2001, 2 sludge landfill was capped, and the tannery peaith & N
building was demolished.

The final cleanup plan calls for consolidating the remaining sludge into three Soap Oper.
of five lagoons, capping the lagoons, restore the bank of the Hoosick River

and providing for future monitoring of the site. Featured
" - Staff writer Noah Hoffenberg contributed to this story —————
Headbhone

1V10902 10:23
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Letters

Not a place to picnic
The recent story by Katie Booker, Ba-

‘ner Aug, 19, mdetlhchendn;‘ﬁnnal

plans a community day" scems to raise
umnundWMMh evenl -
und its impact on our

While it is laudabic that s committee of
residents of Pownal are interesied in com-
munity recreation and the bellerment of
our conununity, it would appear that
nsore uestions i wnswors ane avadable
<. particularly from a commitlee of citi-
zens without expertise in PCBs and the
related cancer associated agents of (his
byproduct.

, The story goes oa lo state that the
evenl is 1o provide the commitice with the
publics ideas on cxpectations for the siles,
i will akso be weed ox an open forum o
discuss the problem of PCBs in the
Hoosic River.

With the ongoing developaens in
Clarendon, whal appaars (0 be a caincer
chustcr or high risk arca for relaled cancer

whiescases, would seeen also to be o concern

for Pownal as it looks 1o develop recre-
ation facilitics in and around a Superfund
sile.

We only have 1o look to the west (GE’s
cleanup of Hudson River) (o sce the scri-
ous problems, the enormous
health related concems of
PCBs, very serious community iconce:
which should not be intertwined with hot-
dogs, children and publics -

hwmmhmw-ddcrum A
if we do not know the extent of

|lmu\emmldqn¢~¢ldmn
and residents?
Wouald sensible  people pcmc. or
“recreation™ at o near the Love Canal?
And what's up with the Vermont State
annmmd}{ulhwlpﬂbelvail-
mmntmalpnpamw

experts, not. & fockl’
commiliee, Shuldﬂuynn(hclhamnl

am (his type of serious public concom?

Wihen a0 income survey wis requested
numerous lines al various scwer project
hearings and meelings it was discounted
and not deemed necessary (0 ascertain i
the projects cost, could be borme by the
community.’

lmldaluponmcmmubclo
conduct a survey, a survey of health-relat-
ed ilincss and concems in the Pownal cor-
ridor that might shed significant
light on having a recreation arca or play-
ground in- this arca, The communily
should not have 1o be exposed 10 unneces-
sary heulth risks at this site or any other
site in town without knowing the health
linhifity firsL.

And what dangers cxist in the nearby
hndﬁldu-boqﬂdlhpamm
in and about these arcas? *

. - RAY SHIELDS

»\»‘

and .
' with *

lican Town Band. } also wanl to thank the
for sporsoring and supporiing our lown
band.

This summer the town band gave a
free concent ut the Village =’ Filliidéd
Pond, performed as part of the Beticr
Bunn Corporstion’s “Swmmer in

Concert Scries,” and performed
mallmuinthcl'ﬂﬂ:[)uyl‘::h

During our comoert uncler the fenl, we
had so many musickns parficpate thi
there was little room on the stage lefl for
the conchuctors! John Dunham performed
awonderful ssophoas solo oa the thense
0 “Titanic.” Lyndon Moors, owr gucst
cuncluctor, has boen a great et (o vur
band.

At the parade, 2 mishap in coordina-
tion tell the band without a tneck for its
oat. As the from sections of the parade

were alrcudy moving down Main Strect,

our forfuncs clanged by o Bennington cil-
e’y great show of community spirit.
When Scotl Sweet, who was all sl o ride
his four-wheeler in (he parade, realized
the bands plight, he volunteered his
truck, fat bed trailer and himself 1o drive
the truck. Thank you Mr. Sweet! Thanks
also 1o the Vermont Velerans Home for
making your communily room availuble
for our rehearsals.

The town band consists of musicians
from the full spectrum of ages. 1t was won-
derful to walch teens getting to work next

musickans,

toprohuoml
hdhqwultoqnsk‘-man
play at a middie school level or above.

Our last concest this season will be at 4
pm. Sunday, Sept. 21 at the Besnington
Station Restaurant, a part of 2 cekebra-
tion of President Calvin Coolidge's visit to
Benninglon. The afternoon, which is
sponsored by The Calvin Coolidge
Memorial  Foundation  (www.calvin-
coolidge.org), will have many cvents for
all ages 10 enjoy.

Al 2 pm., “Culbvin Coulidgs™ will be at
the Bennington Mosamcid. Al 4 pam., &
historic marker will be placed mear the
Bennington Station Restauraml, where
President Coolidge gave his famous “Ver-
mont is the Stale | love™ spoech. “Presi-
deatl Coolidge™ will give his famous
speech at 5 pam,

Student, amateur and professional
band musicians arc welcome to partici-
pate in the Sept. 21 concert. Pleate call
447-7322 or e-mail beccashepand@dming-
spring.com for more_information. Musi-
cans need 10 arive at (bhe Benninglon
Station by 3 pm. wearing a whilc
shirtblouse and black pants or . skirt.
Come and join the fun,

REBECCA SHEVARD
Norih Beamington

GotancpiM

R 2

asking them o
police the reste
help pay for
dity night, the P
for $87 billion i
paty for it. Acoo
York Tinecs tha
WM Bkt

in @ bill ket spr
for the aerrent
Sept. 30, And al
ol the cxidting §!

What o mee

resurgent) bod me

E

Sometime th
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From: Ken Norris <kdn13@hotmail.com>

To: pownal@sover.net <pownal@sover.net>; hapsmail@adelphia.net
<hapsmail@adelphia.net>; brownn@rpi.edu <brownn@rpi.edu>

Cc: knorris@inlandinc.com <knorris@inlandinc.com>
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2003 9:42 AM
Subject: Response to letter in Banner

I would like to respond to Mr. Shields' letter printed this morming in the Banner. | plan to send
this ASAP, today. If you have comments, pleasedhadhemtomymmmtmaﬂ.mne-tmﬂ
Ken

Letter to the Editor

The members of the Town of Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee would like
to thank Mr. Ray Shields for his comments in a recent Letter to the Editor — they give us a
perfect opportunity to correct some misconceptions about the committee's plans and the town
land the committee is working.

First and foremost, the Pownal tannery mill site and tannery wastewater lagoon areas
which the committee is dealing with is not — again, is not — the source of the PCB pollution
problem in the Hoosic River and is not the only place where there is such a problem. The
source is the old Sprague plants up-river in North Adams, and the entire river — not just the
area around the Pownal tannery mill site — possesses an elevated risk of PCB exposure. Local
health agencies wam of fish and sediment contamination throughout the river, not just in
Pownal. The tannery site has its pollution problems, but the majority of it was soil
contamination which is being dealt with by EPA action.

Another point to make is that the tannery mill site and the lagoons are only a small part
of the land the town gained possession of last year and which the committee is now reviewing
for recreation reuse. There are also more than 800 acres of woodlands, mostly between the
Hoosic River and the New York border. There is a warehouse and parking lot on Route 346.
There is more to be considered than the sites the EPA has or is the process of cleaning up.

Additionally, it is true that the committee does not have “expertise in PCBs and the
related cancer associated agents,” as Mr. Shields says. What we do have, however, are
concerned citizens who have taken the time to meet with, listen to, and question federal and
state officials who do have such expertise.

ThelssueofPCBrisksinmetiverlsoneofﬂ\emqbfhopbbeingdiswssedbyme
committee when it comes to reuse of the area. People use the river now — fishermen,
canoeists, kids swimming on hot summer days — so what the committee is considering is how
the town should use its river access, including how that access might be used to better inform
people as to the condition of the river.

Finally, Mr. Shields says he has questions and concems about the committee’s plans
for the old mill site. But every monthly committee meeting has been posted, every meeting has
been open to the publie, every meeting has seen committee members willing — eager to —
listen to any public questions and concems. Sadly, however, Mr. Shields and few other citizens
have attended.

Up to this point, there have been no decisions made, no final recreation plans
recommended to the Board of Selectmen for final approval, that is what the committee is

9/10/03
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slowly but surely doing now. The reason for the Pownal Community Day is not to say
::atwilbedone.Mblnfonnthepublconwhatcaﬂdbodoneandseewmw\eywantbbe

ne.

The members of the Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee invite Mr. Shields
and all Pownal residents interested in the issue to come to the old tannery mill site (state
Route 346 at Furlong Road) Saturday, Sept. 20, from noon to 3 p.m. At that time and place,
committee members and state health officials will be present, information will be available to
the public, and comments and suggestions from the public will be sought.

Ken Norris
Chairman, Town of Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee
Pownal

9/10/03



