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Dear Mr. Abele: 

This responds to your June 29, 2012 letter requesting that we review the proposed New Bedford 
Harbor- South Terminal Project in New Bedford, Massachusetts (South Terminal Project), and 
concur with your revised species list based on new project information. Our comments are 
provided in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 
16 U.S.C. 1531, et seq.). 

As stated in your letter, this office provided a species list for the South Terminal Project in our 
letter dated October 28, 2010. At that time, the action area comprised New Bedford Harbor and 
surrounding waters, including Buzzards Bay and Nantucket Sound. We identified three federally 
listed species as being present: the endangered roseate tern (Sterna dougallii dougallii), and the 
federally threatened piping plover (Charadrius melodus) and Northeastern beach tiger beetle 
(Cicindela dorsalis dorsalis). 

We concur that the project area is now more narrowly defined as the New Bedford Harbor, as 
identified in the draft Biological Assessment (BA). As discussed in the draft BA, the primary 
purpose of the proposed facility is to "support offshore renewable energy development and other 
future uses. A secondary purpose of the facility is to provide a site for the disposal of 
navigational dredged material associated with the State Enhanced Remedy ("SER") during 
construction of the facility, and to support staging of additional dredged material for beneficial 
reuse during operation of the facility." The draft BA did not identify any interrelated actions for 
the South Terminal Project. Absent clearly identified uses (interrelated actions) slated for the 
South Terminal Project (e.g., access to a specific offshore renewable energy site or vessel 
transport route), we agree, at this time, that the project action area for review of endangered 
species presence is limited to the area of direct and indirect effects within New Bedford Harbor. 
Therefore, we reviewed the map and project description provided in the draft BA to determine 
listed species' presence. 
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Based on the revised definition of the project area, we agree that the p1pmg plover and 
Northeastern beach tiger beetle are not found in the action area. Piping plovers nest on sandy 
beaches in Buzzards Bay and elsewhere along the Massachusetts coastline, but are not found in 
New Bedford Harbor. Northeastern beach tiger beetles only occur at two locations, Martha's 
Vineyard and Chatham, Massachusetts. The roseate tern is known to feed occasionally in waters 
within and adjacent to New Bedford Harbor, and should be considered in an analysis of effects 
of the proposed marine terminal facility. 

Should project plans change, or additional information on listed or proposed species becomes 
available, this determination may be reconsidered. Thank you for your cooperation, and please 
contact Ms. Susi von Oettingen at (603) 223-2541, extension 22, if you need any further 
assistance. 

Thomas R. Chap an 
Supervisor 
New England Field Office 
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