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Dear 0ndrade: 

I am writing on behalf of the Southeastern Regional Office of the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup (MassDEP), with the goal of clarifying the concerns 

you raised following the South Terminal Public Meeting and Hearing held on July 24, 2012 where the 

proposed South Terminal Marine Commerce Center in New Bedford was discussed. 

Specifically, you raised a concern regarding a presentation point that, "approximately 140,000 cubic yards 

(cy) of soil associated with a former mill complex that has elevated concentrations of lead and 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) will be excavated from the project property and disposed of off-site". In 

your communication with MassDEP, you stated that, in the past, these soils have been stockpiled at the 

former Standard Times Field site and MassDEP has not addressed previous complaints you have raised 

about the quality of the soil. You also stated that some of the soil in question was excavated and brought to 

Riverside Park for grading purposes while the Park was being constructed. 

As we have in the past, MassDEP staff continues to take your concerns into full consideration and, to that 

end, we respectfully offer the following information to address the concerns you raise. For ease of 

discussion, I have attached a figure illustrating what MassDEP understands is the. proposed area for the 

South Terminal project area as it relates to its proximity to other properties located in the area of interest. 

The attached figure clarifies the project area as it relates to soil removals that have occurred in the vicinity 

of the project in the past: 

Specific to the first comment you raised regarding the 140,000 cubic yards of soil to be excavated, please 

note that the soils to be removed as part of the South Terminal project do not originate from any stockpiles 
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that may have. been located on the former Standard Times Field in the past. The soils located within the 

project area are associated with the former mill building that was once present on the property proposed 

for redevelopment as the South Terminal Project. Any upcoming soil removal to occur will be done in 

accordance with the final determination to be issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

{USEPA) and the MassDEP in accordance with the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (the MCP). 

As discussed, I am available to exchange information available to the MassDEP regarding the land-based 

aspects of the project and/or any concerns you may have regarding the information provided herein. 

Water-based aspects of the State Enhanced Remedy project in the South Terminal are being. managed by 

Mr. Paul Craffey of MassDEP's Boston office. Please feel free to contact me at {508) 946-2727 if you have 

any questions regarding this. information. I also hereby reiterate my offer to meet with you in person if you 

wish. Thank you for your continued interest and support of environmental redevelopment projects in your 

community. 

Sincerely, 

Millie Garcia-Se rano, MPH 
Deputy Regional Director 
Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup 

Enclosure 

ec: 	 MassDEP- Boston 
Benjamin Ericson, Assistant Commissioner- BWSC 
·Paul Craffey, State Enhanced Remedy Project Manager- BWSC 

MassDEP-SERO 
Martin Suuberg, Acting Regional Direc~or 
Len Pinaud, Chief- State & Federal Site Management Section 
Molly Cote, Project Manager- State & federal Site Management Section 



Site Name or Summary of Actions and Compliance Endpoints 
Release Tracking 
Number 

16 Blackmer Street: Formerly Lot 3 of the Standard Times Field- owned by the Commonwealth of 
4-0015490 Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game. To be transferred back to a.n entity of the City of New Bedford 
Mass. Dept. of and incorporated as part of South Terminal project. A Response Action Outcome (RAO) with a Notice of 
Fish & Game Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) was subm.itted for this RTN in 2009. 

43 Blackmer Street: Formerly Lots 1B and 2 of the Standard Times Field- once owned by the City of New 
4-0017027 Bedford, now a privately-owned fish processing facility. An RAO was submitted by the City of New Bedford 

(no AUL) in September 2003, prior to redevelopment. 
Seafood 

Processing In 2003, under an Immediate response Action (IRA) Plan, orally approved by MassDEP, the City excavated 
Facility and stockpiled 38,000 cubic yards of surficial fill. Based upon sample results, approximately 15,000 cubic 

yards of the stockpiled fill material that did not contain levels ofcontamination above the.applicable 
Method 1 (unrestricted use) standards was shipped o the former Pierce Mill Site on Belleville Avenue and 
used as subgrade material for the construction of Riverside Park. The remainder of the stocl<piled material· 

was shipped to the Shawmut Avenue Landfill under a Bill of Lading (BOL). These actions were taken in 

accordance with the MCP. 

N/A Ben Rose Field area (formerly Lot 9 qf Standard Times Field)- the City conducted a limited removal action 

(LRA) in 2006 to remove petroleum contaminated soils from the vicinity of a storage tank. Soil was 
stockpiled on-site and thim disposed of off-site.· These actions were taken in accordance with the MCP. 
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