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Subject:  Alternative analysis 

Hi Matt,
	
According to the regulations (50 CFR 402.12(f)), the contents of the

Biological Assessment (BA) are at the discretion of the Federal Agency

(EPA

in this case). The "analysis of alternative actions" is on the list of

items
	
to be considered for inclusion in the BA by the Federal Agency. Do you

want
	
me to include the alternative analysis in the BA?

Also, do you know if the USFWS has designated "critical habitat" for

Roseate
	
Terns? According to the 1998 Roseate Tern Recovery Plan, "critical

habitat"
	
has not been designated (the state has designated Core Habitat for

Roseate
	
Tern). This is important semantically since the assessment determines

"whether any action may affect listed species or critical habitat." A

1991
	
USFWS report titled Northeast Coastal Area Study Significant Coastal

Habitats
	
includes a map of feeding areas for colonial bird nesting and feeding

areas
	
in Buzzards Bay; New Bedford Harbor is not included within the boundary

(the

southern-most boundary for nesting and feeding areas encompass Ram 

Island and
	
to the north and west of Ram Island). I need direction on how the FWS

defines critical habitat for Roseate Terms (specifically for foraging)

(maybe

all of Buzzards Bay???)

Is it O.K. for me to call Mike Amaral or Carolyn Mostello directly or do 

you
	



have a protocol you would like me to follow with regard to coordination

with
	
the Service and State Division of Fisheries and Wildlife?
	
Judi
	

Judith L. Johnson
	
Army Corps of Engineers

Evaluation Branch
	
696 Virginia Road

Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751

978-318-8138
	
FAX 978-318-8560
	
judith.l.johnson@usace.army.mil
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