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Dear Ms. Garman: 

we have reviewed both the pIqa;ed plan for the nuain:Jer of the New 
Bedfoni Hart:lor site (EstuaxyjIDwer Hal:bor;t.Wer Bay) am its ~ 
detaUirq the remediatiat of the OCI'Itaminated sediments detected in these 
areas. o.u:zently, our chief health CXI'lCemS associated with the site axe 
those resultirq fran the ingestiat of PCB ard metal ocntaminated seafood 
ha:r:vested frail ha:r:bor am l.g:)er bay waters. We ~ any efforts aimed 
at mitigatinJ such exposure. SiDply enfOJ:CiDJ the cunaIt ban em fi.shrq 
does oot actiress lcrg-tenn ecologic am plblic health CXI'lCemS. we 
believe that rEIOOYal of PCB, cadmium am lead OCX1tami.nated sediments is an 
hrportant first step in adrlevin;J these ads. We also agree with EPA that 
it is oot currently possible to detennine the ilIpact of the pIoposed 
sedjment drEd;lin;J am disposal at the illlDf!diate qJal.ity of the seafood 
ha:r:vested frau these waters. o::ntimed ard extensive marl.torin;J of 
aquatic oxganisms ha:r:vested fran hal'bor am bay waters is necessaxy in 
order to detel:mine when sudl seafood is agaL"l safe to ant. We woold 
~iate the cgxrluni.ty to provide irplt into the design of such 
nadtorirg .ard we ask that ya.l keep us ~ised of these results. 

It is also our cpil'liat that in adiitiem to the rEIlK:Mll. of Ocntaminated 
sediments, CCI'ltimed enfm:oement of the fish.i.Jq ban in hal:bor ard uwer 
bay waters is necessary in order to protect plblic health until such t:iJDe 
that the hamor seafood has been deteI:mined to be safe for oaamptim. 
It has been our elCperieroe, however, that such institutimal ocntrols axe 
only partially effective in reducin;J hazardcAls exposure via injestim of 
contaminated seafood. Based at the J:eSUl.ts of the q..teStiamaiJ:e 
adm.inistered durin;J the Greater New Bedfoni Jfarbor PCB Health Effects 
Stldy, awrcodmate1y 15% of the residents of the greater New Bedfoni axea 
reported oa1SUIIlirJ;J locally caU#It ocntaminated seafood. We therefore 
believe that the plblic awareness program pzqo;ed by tEEPA in the 



.' 

adden:hml to the remedia1 plan is essential in omer to alert the Greater 
New Bedford oaIIIImities of the haza%ds associated with such activities. 

ttIlile we are SUAXUtive of USEPAs efforts to c:d:b:ess the 0CI'lCeI11S 
associated with the in:Jestia'l of R'!Bs in CXI1taminated seafood, _ 1IlCUld 
also like to call to yaJr attentia'l our oaamlS staIIDi.rq freD the 
iD;Jest:.ial of possibly hazanb.Js levels of Deta1s, mtably cadmiwa am lead 
also detected in seafood irdigencus to )vIlDr am bay waters. We raviewad 
the results of seafood Etal CCI'1t:aminatia'l K'Ilit:.orbq cxmucted far EPA. 
At this the, it was mted that elevated cadlDium am lead levels ware 
detected in claDB that ware harvested freD waters distant to the hubor. 
'Ibis poses a health oauam men it is ocnddered that theBe metals 
aocIJDl11 ate in the gut of this m:ganism which is mnelly c:xnPD!!f!!d. '!be 
lack of a relatia1Ship betwaen metal CXI1taminatia'l levels in clams with 
di.st:arD! fran hamar waters may be a statistical aJlCIIBly as suggested in 
Volume III of the transport modellinJ zEPlll zeleased by the Battelle 
MaIw:lrial Institute in Sept:eai)er of 1990. 'lbe possibUity that metal 
cart:am:lnaticn of hazbor secUment& may negatively i:apact the cpUity of 
seafood harvested frail bart:x>r ani bay waters can not, however, be 
currently roed a.tt. Ib:h of the metal OCIltaminated sediment detected in 
the harlx>r also oont:ains PCS cart:aminatia'l of 50 parts per milliat ar 
greater ard will be %'EIIDYed durin; the prc:p:lSed drEd:Ji.n;J. Residual. metal 
cart:aminaticn may zemin, however, ani might c:x:ntime to negatively iDpact 
the quality of seafood harvested fran these waters. Mxrl.t:.orbq of aquatic 
organisn& harvested fl:an these waters is therefore essential. In the 
event that 1IBtal levels in acpatic organisms do not subside OYer time am 
metal ocntaJIinatia'l levels in ha%bor sediments c:x:ntime to J."EID!lin 
elevated, cau.timal rEmJVal. of metal cart:aminated secument:s shculd be 
CDlSidered. 

'!be selected altemative also PZqxJses that the dzedged sediment be 
blried in cn-site cmtined Disposal FacUities (CD's). Since R'!Bs have 
deDrnstrated to be relatively iDlrbile in soil envircl1s, JIliniDBl, if any, 
PCB migraticn fl:an these facUities shcW.d occur provided that their 
structural integrity remains intact. It is possible that metals may be 
DDre udlile in a soil envizaJDeJ1t than PCBs. '1he plaoement of water
iDpmDeable caps at these facUities is prcp:lSed in order to minimize the 
possibUity of CD1tained metals leac:ilinJ fl:an them. In the abs!l'1C8 of 
adequate lIBintename, these caps may lose their effectiveness aver time. 
'!be enviza_ent:al media aram these facilities shcW.d be DD'litored at a 
regular basis in order to detemine that the dzedged R'!Bs and metals 
c:x:ntime to be adecpltely secp:!Stered. 

lastly, the plan far the raDediatia'l of the \JR)Sr bay calls far the 
placement of a cap over the PC8-cDJtaminated sediment near the a.ttfall of 
the City of New Bedford's waste water Treatment Plant. It is possible 
that the effectiveness of this cap in reducin;J the migratiat of this 
cart:am:lnaticn t:lu:cu:jl the food chain may be CXiip%c lid sed by the water now 
created by the plant's di.scbaJ:ge. ~in; and dispnsal. of these 
sedjments sbcW.d be ocn;idered in lieu of the prcposed cap plaoallE!JIJt. 



We ~te the qlpOrtunity to CI 1!llent em the pzcpJSed plan for the 
raDEriiatiem for the ~ of the New Bec1fozd Harbor site. If you have 
artf cp!StiCllS or CXDJet1'lS ~ the oontents of tbis letter, please do 
mt hesitate to ocntact us at 617-727-7170. 

uectctr, 8lreau of

/ :;:; YRal~~& 
william c. strahsnitter, 
EmriramJetal Analyst, aJreau of 
Emril:anental. Health Assessaent 

00: 	lDlise House, ATSIR 
GIegmy Ulirsdl, ATSIR 
Paul CI'affey, MIEP 
NonJan 'Ielles, NBtXII 
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