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BOSTON -- ~. Unit.d Stat•• Environmental prot.ction Ag.ncy (EPA) 

and th. Ma••achu••tt. Departa.nt of Environaental Prot.ction 

(DEP) today announc.d .el.ction of a 14.3 .illion dollar plan to 

addr••• a PCB "hot spot" at the N.w Bedford Harbor Superfund 'site 

in N.w Bedford, Ma.sachus.tt•• 

~. Hot Spot cl.anup plan addr••••• a fiv.-acr. ar.a 

within the Acu.hn.t Riv.r .stuary that contain. highly

conta.inated .••dim.nt.. The el.anu~ vill involve dr.dging

approximat.ly 10,000 cubic yard. of contaminated a.dtaenta, 

incin.rating th. ..di.ents in an on-.it., mobil. tr.atment 

facility to de.troy the contaminant., and providing ta.porary 

storage of the treat.d .edim.nt in a .hor.lin. facility ueed 

during .tudy of the .it.. The .tor.d waat. frca the incineration 

proce.. will be addre.s.d in ~he n.xt phase of the cl.anup. Th. 

Hot spot cleanup i. expected to take approximat.ly on. year after 

the compl.tion of design specification•• 

According to EPA Regional Administrator Juli. B.laga, "An 

extraordinary amount of .ffort and study has gone into d.v.loping 

a cl.anup approach to deal .ff.ctiv.ly with this high l.v.l of 

contamination in a valuable marine environment. The strid.s w. 

make in restoring the great r ••ourc. of New Bedford Harbor for 

the p.opl. of New Bedford will ben.fit other communiti•• 

struggling to d.al with contamination probl.m. in their 

waterway•• -


Today'. plan is the first phase of the overall effort to 

cl.an up New Bedford Harbor. The plan for the Hot spot has been 

d.v.lop.d to pr~vide signifi~ant progress toward long-t.rm

protection of public health and the' environment by controlling

the continuing migration of contaminants from the Hot Spot to 

other portions of the site. Almost half of the mass of PCB 

contamination at the site is in the Hot spot area. EPA expects 

to propose a plan to address the remaining portions of the site 

by this fall. -more
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-Thi. i. a ..jor .il••tone in cl.aning up on. of the 
Commonw.alth'••o.t ••riou.ly contaainated .it••,- ••id DEP 
commission.r Dani.l S. Gr.enbaum. -W. look forward to the public
health, .nvironm.ntal and oth.r b.n.fit. ~at a cl.an.r Hew 
Bedford Harbor will yi.ld." 

The cl.anup plan i. d••cribed in a Record of Deci.ion 
docum.nt signed today by EPA Regional Adaini.trator Juli. Belaga.
The Commonw.alth of Maasacbusett. baa concurred with the a.l.ct.d 
plan. The Record of Deciaion waa r.ach.d aft.r con.id.ration of 
a large volume of ca.aenta r.c.ived durin, a 74-4ay public 
comment period la.t fall. Th. co...nt ..~lod va••xt.nd.d twice 
to •••t public r.qu••t.. Th. R.cord of Deci.ion and a aummary of 
co...nt. and EPA re.pon••a to commenta r.c.ived during the public 
comment period will be available for public r.vi.w aa part of the 
sit. Adminiatrativ. Record. The R.cord of Deci.ion can be 
reviewed at the New Bedford Fr•• Library, 613 Pl.a.ant st., New 
Bedford, at the Millicent Library, 45 C.nter str.et, Fairbaven, 
and at the EPA Recorda Center, 90 Canal st., Boaton. 

The New Bedford Harbor Superfund ait••nco.pa•••• a 1,000
acre area of New Bed~ord Harbor and part. of Buzzard. Bay. Th. 
primary contaminant. at tbe aite are the re.ult of pa.t di.po.al
of PCB contaminat.d proc.aa wa.t.a from induatri.. along the 
Acu.hnet Riv.r. In 1'77, teating of .dibl. fiab tia.u••aapl•• 
reveal.d PCB l.vel. in exc••a of u.s. Food and Admini.tration 
guidelin... A. a re.ult, th."Ma.aacbuaotta Departm.nt of ~lb)ic 
health has restricted fiabing in ar.a. of New Bedford Harbor and 
Buzzard. Bay. In 1982, EPA added the .it. to the National 
Priorities List of hazardous wast••ite. eligible for Superfund
cleanup funds. Massachu.ett. haa deaignat.d the H.w Bedford 
Harbor site as ita top priority federal Superfund ait•• 
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