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FOR RELEASE FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 1977

Public Health Commissioner Dr. Jonathan Fieldinp today reqursted

that lobster not be taken for eating from the Acushnet River area for

health reasons. The affected area extends north of a line between

Ricketson's Point In South Dartmouth to Wilbur Point  j n Fairhaven.

Fielding made a similar request last March that bottom feeding f i sh ,

shellfish, and eels not to be taken from this area. 'J oday he extended

that warning to include lobsters. ^ -

Fielding made this request after reviewing the results of recent

state surveys that revealed the presence of Polychlor:nated Biphenyls

(PCB) In lobsters that exceed the Federal Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) standard of 5 parts per million.

The area between Ricketson's Point and Wilbur Point is used for both

recreational and commercial lobsterlng. Recreational fishermen are warned

not to take lobster from the area. Following a -meeting in Fairhaven yesterday

between health, environmental, marine fisheries officials and lobstermen,

the commercial lobstermen have agreed to voluntarily vithdraw all their traps

from the affected area immediately. The lobstermen br^an this task yesterday.

PCBs have been used in industrial production an<I were deposited In

the river over the past 10 years. They are no longer being deposited there.



Fielding noted that the specific health effects of PCBs are not
 

totally known to date, but that it can cause serious illness if
 

ingested frequently over an extended period of time.
 

The Department of Public Health***will continue to monitor lobster and
 

fish, as well, at commercial landings nnd in the markets as a further precaution.
 

The Department of Environmental Quality Engineering and the Division
 

of Marine Fisheries have done the sampling and laboratory testing on the
 

fish, shellfish and crustaceans in these waters for PCB determinations.
 

According to DEQE Commissioner David Standley, they will continue the
 

•onitoring efforts.
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of <M
 

Special Analysis
 

Source A Site B Sample B-l Batter Flats 

Source B Site B Sample B-2 Butter Flats 
X 

Source C Site C Sample C-l Fort Rodman 

Source D site C Sample C-2 Fort Rodman 

Source B site D Sample D-l Egg Island 

Source F site F Sample F-l North Ledge 

B 

Sample Ho. 542722 542721 542723 

Date of Collection 5/6/77 

Late of Receipt 5/13/77 

Weight of Lobster 195 335 321 

Edible tissue-grants 82 120 113 

Sex Not 
identified male female 

Pol/chlorinate 
Biphenyl 8.2 11.7 7.9 

Collector:,
 

542724
 

186
 

59
 

male
 

9.3
 

NEW BEDFORD
 

Kolek § Roback
 

542725 542726
 

•
 

418 340
 

123 110
 

male male
 

6.3 4.9
 

BEMAHKSr
 
PCB reported as mg/kg (1254) in edible tissue (wet weight)
 



.Special Analysis 
NEW BEDFORD 

Source A

Source B 

Source C 

Source D 

Source E

Source f 

 Site F  Sample F-2  North Ledge 

. ..' 

Collector:, Kokej 5 Roback 

Sample No. 

Date of Collection 

Date of Receipt 

542727 

5/6/77 

5/13/77 

B 

-

-

(grams 
Weight of Lobster 

Edible tissue-grams 

Sex 

300 

93 

male 

Pol/chlorinated
Biphenyls 5.8 

EEMAEK5:
 PCB reported as 1254 mgAg (1254) in edible tissue C*et weight)
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