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Public Realth Cowminsioner Dr. Joaathan Fleldiap

taksn for eating from the Acushoot River area for health ressons.

d

today requested that bottom feeding fiah, shellfish and cels ot be g

This area extends north of a line between Ricketaom's Point to Wilbwr
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Point.

Pielding aade this requcest after revieving the re-
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sults of & recent state survey that revesled the presence of Molychloris—

nated Biphenyls (PCB) in that ares vhich is a recreationsl fishiag ares -

not commercial.

The survey revesled that fish n the Mmhmﬂ Uver -
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an area that has been closed to shellfish taking for msav years hecsuss
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of bacterial pollution — have been affected hy PCB ecnu.‘lucm./
PCRs have heen used in industrial production snd were !
deposited in the river over the past 10 ycars. They are so loager deing

deposited. The fish ia this ares have been found te have PCR levels thet
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exceed the Federal standard for food.
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Fielding noted that the specific health effects of
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PCBa are not totally Lnown to date, but that it could canse seriocus iil- |

Ikl

/

ness if inpested frequently over an extended period of time. [I'e com~
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tinued, "Thia prohlem really affects the recrrational fisherran vhe
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fisheuw in this river ares and then roes home and freezes the eateh te.
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eat over a period of tirme. This sport fisherron and his farily could
ingest & fair smount of PCBs over a perfod of time.” ™'ith this in
mind,” Pielding continued, "7 an nowv fnuuing 8 health varning to recrea=
tional fishermen not te eat shellfinh, bottom fecdinp firh and eela from
this area.”

Fieldinpg in also cxtending a health warning to recrea=-
tlonal” fishermen not to sat hottom feedinp fish fron the area just be-
yond the Acushnet River area - north of a Jine running from Mighaun Point
to Gong "3" on flursett Rock to Rocly Point on Yeat Tmland. €arples taken
from this area showed hottom feeding fish to have elevated T'Cl levels.

Pielding noted, "These affected areas nre nsed for
recreational fishing, There {a no cowwercial fialinr in either nf these
areas for wvhich I have {ssued health warninpra. This fact has heen further
verified by no increased I'CB lcvels found in finh warples at cormercial
landings and in the marletplace.”

The Departnent of Public Vealth will continue to mmitor
the fish at commcrcial landines and {n the narfets as a further precaution.

The Department of favironmental Ouality Farineerinpg and
the Division of Marinc Fisheries have done the samplinp and laboratory test-
ing on the fish, shellfish and crustaceans i{n these wvaters for PCRA deter-
einations. A::cordlng to NLOF. Cosnissioner David Standley, they will continue
the monitoring efforts.

State hcalth and environmental officials have mat with
lcpislatorn and community representatives of the affected aress in advance

of insuing these heslth wvarninps.
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