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Public Health Comlnaloner Dr. Jonathan

today requeated that bottom feedlnf fluh, ahellfliih and cela not be

taken for eating frow the Acunhaot River area for health reaeon*.

Thla area extenda north of a line betveen Rlcketimi'e *olnt to Vllbw

Point.

Fielding nude thta requeat after reviewing the re—

aulta of a recent atate aurvey that revealed the preeence of PolychloTi<~

nated Blphenyla (PCI) In that area which la a recreational flahla* area —

not conmerclal.

The eurvey revealed tliat f lah In the AcunhiMti Mver —

an area that haa been cloeed to ahellflah taking for awiv yvare

of bacterial pollution — have been affected by PCS cont«

FCKa haw heen uaed In ln<iuatrlal prodoctlon and

depoalted In the river over tlie paat 10 yearn. They are no longer

depoalted. The flak 1* thl* area have be«n found to h«v» PO l«v«le that

exceed thai Federal ataadard for food.

Fleldinft noted tliat the apeclfle health effeete «f

PCBa are not totally known to date, but th.it It could eanaa aertovM ill-

neaa If Inpeeted frequently over an extended period of tin*. f» tarn

tlnued, Thin prnhlen really .iffectN the reer rat tonal fluhemM «*»•

In thU river area and then roea done *nd freeze* the catch to
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Mt over a period of tire. This sport fJnherran and his fjwilv could


s.?-?-ingeat a fair amount of PCX* over • period of tl»-c." "V'lth this in


•Ind," Fielding continued, "1 an nov Isr.utnr • health varnlnr to recrea­


tional fishermen not to cat whellffsh, hot ton fectllnp flub ant' eels from


Chls area.*


Fielding In «l*n extent! inr « hcnlth vnmlnf to reeres-


Vton»Jr tIshcraen not to sat hotton fecdtnr flth fron the «re«i lust h«- •n-40 
r • 

yood the Acushnet River area • north of A J Ine riinntnp fron wi»h<iin i*olnt


to Cong "3" on llumett ^ock to Rocl y Point on Uent Iclmvl. '.iî plcn taken


from this area showed hottosi feeding fluh to \\avr elevatrH rcr levels.


Fleldlnit nnted, "̂ "henr affected arcnx nrt u^eH for


recreational fishing. There IK no cnwcwrci.il riahlnr in either r»f these


areaa for which I have issued health warnlnpn. Til* fact linn h*en further


verified by no Increased PCB levels found In firth narples »t corswrclal


laadinga and In the •arUetptaca."


The Departnent of Piihllc I'ealth will continue t» wnnltor
 ithe fish at ceancrclal landings and In the rurfrt* as a further precaution.
 MSHIBHMSM 

The Department of environment A! Ovallty fnr.ln^erlnp and
 X 
the Division of Marine Fisheries have don* the sainplinr and laboratory test- 0) 
Inn on the flah, shellfish and cruataes«nn In these waters for PCM deter-


Dlnatlons. According to DCOF. Comrlssloner David Stand ley, they will contlnu


the aonltorlng efforts. o 
oState health and environmental officials have net with


(O legislators and cowsMilty representatives of the affected area* In advance


of IssulNK tlteae healtk


tjl-yv. 
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