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Here in New Bedford, once the whaling capitol of the world, approximately

200 vessels fisn off of George's Bank every week., About 1,000 fishermen ge
to sea to make a livin:; and each time they gu to sea they each create nine
other jobs ashore, Tiese azre people in our area who make their living hand
in hand with the fi.ierman's occupation. Also, there are many new fishing
vessels which have been ccnstructed ranging in cost from $500,000 to
$1,000,000 a piece. These people have invested everything they are and
everything they own into tne fishing industry. This industry is a very

crucial econoriic pac<aze to our arez.

Once vou start stirrinz us the inner harbor, wnere are our boats suppesed
to dock? Are vo soins to put up a screening device to keep the conte~ts i
fron leaving the dite entrance? Will you close the dike during dred:zing

hours to allow tie bottom tc settle back down before you open the gates?
Did you know that wren sclentist from Weodshole were researching samples
from our inner heartvor, tiuev had tc be very careful not to contaminate their
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test equipment? Iuney had to be c.reful, sc thzat ti2 testing Jdone in the
outer harbor would not he contaminated by instruments used in the saupling
of the inner aarkor. il you know that sheilfish, and lobsters suffer
repro :uctive failure waie . trey contain 10-20 ppm? Did you know that tae
notner transfers rlns 1o fis't eggs ana lovster esgrs? How are our fis.ermen

and the fishing irdustry zoing t> 2eat those odds if you do not handile this [
situation properly?

Did you “now tnat New Bedford is having serious problems witn their

sewer treatment plants® Uida you know that on march 1, 1982 the Town Planner
of Fairnaven renorted hazardous waste being dumped off River Avenue? DLid
vou know that River Avenue is near the hot spot locations? At an EPA meeting

scme of your people tola us that one of the more serious waste problens can

be created by dwrpini crankcase oils. How many other people dumped this
type of waste into o.r harnor full of PCBs and what chemical reactiors are
takxing place bec:use ¢ 117

Did you know that on the Fairhaven si@e of the harbor wanere Fairkaven
Marine is presently locate:, that building used to be the old Atlas Tack Co?
Right next door was a c.ndle factory, down tne street was an oil refinery,
a brass factory and and iron foundry. Did you know that on Middle ani Main
Sts. there was a granite factory, a paint factory and a glass factory and we
even had our own sc:p factory in town? Why are these questions relevant?
I believe when vou1 start breaking down what products were made, what chemicalé
were used to manufacture those products ani finally where they were aumped
it's going to make a difference in hew you handle those PCBs.,
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In researching ths various industries in Fairhaven I have learned that
the follewing chemicals may have been used in the manufacture of certain
products. Some can be guite lethal, hewever I will leave that up to more
knowledgeable people to determine, Chlerire, copper, flerine, hydrechloric
acid, carbor, silicen, manganese, phespherus, aulphur, white lead, spar oil,
mercury, niékel, benzivue, benzel, caustic alkalies, coal tar, fats, naptha,
tawnin, iron, cadmium, chromium, toluene, ethyl henzene, xylenes, eil and
grease,

Have you discovered whether er not PCBs have a catylist affect when
mixed with ether chemicals? That was ome question I asked some of you people
six months age at an epen meetimg, but I never did get an answer. Aerevex
and Cernell Dubileer are always mentioned at these hearings but never Revere
Copper amd Brass, Wny? It is a xnewn fact to mest coeks that tac action
ef vegetable acids en cepper metal preduces poisonocus cempeunds similar to
verdigris.
Hew weuld such a chemical react when mixed with PCBs?

We know tnat wiaen ammenia frem cow manure rises with coniensazticn and
merges with sulphur dioxide emissioms the two chemicals create an acid whnich
can pellute eur lakes and streams, But what will happen te PCBs when tney
merge with sulphur diexide? What can these two chemicals precuce?

Is there any truth to a statement made that 55% eof the patients from
Sydney Farber are fren this area? If it is true then I weuld ask how many
other patients are _in other Bosten or Previdence hespitals frem this area?

Have you taken hair samples frem the empleyees and families from tne
different cempanies in the area/ Have hair studies been used te determine
what yeu sheuld be looking fer as a pessible health threat? Weul:n't it be
.a let simpler te find out what cnemicels are in these peeple's systens before
you 8tart drilling or dredging eutside?

In the Nov. 18th issue ef the ST we see the EPA and news reporters
standing around the Ke-Solve site in Dartmeuth with tneir white contaminatien
suits. Visitors were regquired to wear yelloew rubber beets anil white heoded
gowns, Even then a southern swatch of the site was off limits because eof
the high comcentratiens ef PCBs., Our harber centain ten times that ameunt!
Where are the chain fences to keep eur children away frem the harbor? Where
are our white suits and rubber beots? Is it true that feur to six companies
were asked to come up with solutiens for the RAIP prepesal and that none of
these companies ce-erdinated their effeorts? Is it true that tie ccmpanies
participating are each getting & quarter o¢f a miliion dellars for their
participatiea ixr the stuiy?




I have been tryimg te explain te you, inm my ewn fashiemn, that we have
a serieous health facter here! Yet we are barred (aleng with the press)
freom DEQE meetings in Lakeville while they regotiate privately with a ce.
whe has showed indifference te the well being ef the citizems and te the
ceastline ece system. We need amswers, but moere than that we nreed actien.
Actien that will shew seme pesitive results. We don't want this preject
dragged on, we want a reputable company in to clean up this mess se¢ we cam
get en with eur lives in a healthier climate.

My generation has expanded it's herizons tu discover the truth regarding
all envirommental issues affecting health, once that trutn is discevered
we will make every committment that eur children will be protected. We have
set a goal te keep things in goeod erder for them and to help them as besgt we
can. We will alse be helping te pretect yeur children in the precess, thereby
we all benefit. Please search your souls anc ask yeurselves why you really
came here this evening.

We in Fairhavern met with you last summer. We respended to the health
issues and asked many questiems. Since that meeting we haven't heard from
any ef your officials unless we called them ourselves. The people of my tewn
respended to a cancer survey in geed faith and they deserve amnswers to their
inquiries. Why haven't we received answers, we can only specualte. Perhaps
it was pelitically beneficial te silence the issue expediently. Maybe friemds
stand to make a tidy prefit om the studies, en the dredging and alsec on the
building eof the new bridge, which has been a joke since day ene. Lecal
peliticians tell themselves that this- progect is in the best interest ef the
people and that it will create new jebs. Then let me ask, what geod will
the new jebs be to amyone if the harber is net cleaned up and they are too
sick teo work? Thank yeu.
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Mrs. Juditn A. Tennessen
23 Fert Street

Fairhaven, Mass, 02719
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