
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Division of Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

Paul J. Diodati (617)626-1520 
Director fax (617)626-1509 Deval Patrick 

Governor 
Richard K.  Sullivan, Jr. 

Secretary 
June 27, 2013 Mary B. Griffin 

Commissioner 

Bill White 

Director, Offshore Wind Sector Development 

Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 

55 Summer Street, 9th Floor 

Boston, MA 02110
 

Re: Elimination of Oysters from South Terminal Shellfish Mitigation Plan 

Dear Bill: 

The South Terminal shellfish mitigation plan that has been submitted by the Commonwealth calls for the 

creation of an “oyster reef” south of the New Bedford Hurricane Barrier within New Bedford Harbor to 

compensate for other shellfish species that were observed during field investigations. The plan states that 

up to 20% of the total 24.4 million shellfish to be planted will be oysters in association with construction of 

the reef. The exact location and configuration of this reef is to be determined cooperatively by EPA, NMFS 

and MarineFisheries.
 

MarineFisheries Shellfish Program staff believes that it was erroneous to apply the 20% oyster/ 80%
 
quahog ratio to the shellfish mitigation plan for the whole project. This ratio was based on the APEX 

survey of the 6.16 acre Terminal facility footprint in Palmers Cove (May 2-3, 2010). Within this area, 20% 

of the estimated number of shellfish was oysters (202,779) and 80% was quahogs (812,702). The revised 

mitigation plan was based on the inclusion of significantly more impacted area that will be dredged (376.46 

acres total), and virtually all of this additional area is quahog habitat, not oyster habitat. While we consider 

APEX’s revised estimates of total impacted quahogs to be reasonable and correct (9,170,596), it is not 

reasonable to assume that 20% of the planted shellfish should be oysters. 


MarineFisheries does not support the construction of an oyster reef south of the New Bedford Hurricane 

Barrier, within New Bedford Harbor as part of the shellfish mitigation plan. While there is a remnant 

population of oysters in Palmers Cove, there are no other natural populations of wild oysters within New 

Bedford waters. While environmental conditions, including salinity and substrate, may be sufficient to 

support oysters within Palmer’s Cove and elsewhere within New Bedford Inner Harbor, we do not support 

planting oysters in these waters as it will create a high value shellfish resource easily obtained by poachers 

and a potential risk to public health. 


It is our opinion that there is no suitable habitat elsewhere within New Bedford waters that will support a 

successful natural oyster population. All shellfish mitigation efforts in New Bedford waters should be 

directed towards quahogs, the shellfish species that thrives in these waters.  


Sincerely, 

Paul Diodati, Director 
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