
Stephen Healey January 14,1997 
63 South Main Street. 
Acushnet, MA 02743 
(508) 996-6551 [j _U IS I ff E 

David Dickerson 
Project Manager 
New Bedford Harbor Superfund Site MA I SUPERFUND SECTION 
JFK Building 
HBO, Boston, 02203 

RE: PHASE II DREDGING THREATENS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
 
ON THE ACUSHNET RIVER
 

Dear Mr. Dickerson, 

This letter is being sent to you as part of the invitation for public comment 
extended by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, concerning the planned 
dredging of 170 acres of contaminated silt from within the Acushnet River. This 
letter is to also bring to your attention, once again, the fact that a very sensitive 
Archaeological Site is located within the area of this planned dredging. This 
planned second phase of dredging poses a serious threat to the integrity of this 
valuable and irreplaceable site. 

As you may recall, a meeting took place to inform both the EPA and Army 
Corps of this site on Feb. 24,1995. At that meeting, I along with other concerned 
citizens, including : Kathy Pepin- Secretary of the Acushnet Historical Society, 
Roland Pepin and Caudia Kirk- both members of the New Bedford Forum, 
presented archaeological artifacts that I had found while surface hunting within 
this area. 

Since that time I have discovered even further and more significant evidence. 
This new evidence, which I reported to Dr. Curtis Hoffman, the President of the 
Massachusetts Archaeological Society (Nov. 95), raised concern from Dr. 
Hoffman that this area may be a burial site. Upon his urging, I made written 
notice to Brona Simon, the Massachusetts State Archaeologist of the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission in Dec., 95. This report was made in 
addition to my first contact with her in March, 95. At that time Dr. Hoffman and 
I filed a copy of the State Form D, which describes the artifacts found, the 
location of the site and any possible threats, such as the planned second phase of 
Dredging. 

I have also been very concerned regarding the lack of action during the past 
two years since this notification was made to the EPA and Army Corps. I would 
like to know why a complete archaeological survey of this area has not been 
conducted thus far, especially since these agencies have planned this dredging 



for a number of years. I do encourage these federal agencies to act in regard to 
this issue as soon as possible, so as to not have it delay the overall cleanup effort. 

During this time I have researched some of the federal laws which I 
understand were written to help protect archaeological sites, such as the one 
along the Acushnet River. I would like to share some of the more interesting, 
which I am sure you may already be aware of: 

According to the National Historic Preservation Act -" the head of any federal 
agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction over a proposed federal or federally 
assisted undertaking in any state, and the head of any federal department or 
independent agency having authority to license any undertaking shall, prior to 
the approval of the expenditure of any federal funds on the undertaking or prior 
to the issuance of any license, as the case may be, take into account the effect of 
the undertaking on any district, site, building, structure, or object that is included 
in the National Register. The head of any such federal agency shall afford the 
Advisory Council on*Historic Preservation... a reasonable opportunity to 
comment with regard to such undertaking." 

Also according to Executive Order 11593 (1971):" With this order, the 
President directs agencies to take a leadership role in preserving, restoring, and 
maintaining the historic environment of the nation. Federal agencies must locate, 
inventory, and nominate all historic resources under their jurisdiction or control 
to the National Register. Until these processes are completed, agency heads must 
exercise caution to assure that potentially qualified federal property is not 
inadvertently transferred, sold, demolished, or substantially altered..." 

It is also worth mentioning the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act 
of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 469a-l, P.L. 93-291,88 STAT. 174) which calls for the 
preservation of historic and archaeological data that would otherwise be lost as a 
result of federal construction or other federally licensed or assisted activities. It 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior, or the agency itself, to undertake 
recovery, protection, and preservation of such data. When federal agencies find 
that their undertakings may cause irreparable damage to archaeological 
resources, the agencies shall notify the Secretary of the Interior, in writing, of the 
situation. The agencies involved may undertake recovery and preservation with 
their own project funds, or they may request the Secretary of the Interior to 
undertake preservation measures. 

I will personally be contacting the Secretary of the Interior regarding this site 
and its archaeological features, along with a detailed photographic record of the 
artifacts discovered and the time and location of these finds. I will also provide 
all copies of relate articles and letters of notification regarding this site. I plan to 
address the direct threat that is posed by the EPA's planned second phase of 
dredging within the Acushnet River, as part of its Super Fund Site cleanup 
efforts. I will also be sending a complete information package concerning this site 
to the Mass. Historical Commission and to the State Office of Historic 
Preservation. 

At this time I would like to applaud the efforts of the members of the New 
Bedford Forum, of which you were a part, specifically concerning the efforts in 
addressing this sensitive issue. I am sure that this process has tried the patience 



of all involved from time to time and hope that all that has been said that will be 
done, will in fact be done in good faith. I would also like to extend an invitation 
to you, Mr. Dickerson, and to the Army Corps Maurice Beaudoin and their 
archaeologist, to open a direct channel of communication between your agencies 
and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head. This matter is of special interest to the 
tribe and I am sure that they would like to be kept abreast of the situation. Since 
my making these archaeological finds a matter of public record, I personally feel 
I have a responsibility to do all that I can, to see that this site is afforded all 
preservation efforts as guaranteed by law. I am also concerned regarding its 
exact location, and that the reported possible burial feature be subject to 
confidentiality and withheld from public disclosure as this site may be of 
religious and cultural importance to the Wampanoags. I also invite you and the 
Army Corps to contact me further as to why so little has been done to protect this 
site thus far.I also would like to extend an invitation to the Army Corps 
archaeologist, Kate Atwood, to provide her a guided tour, to show her these 
significant features within this area. 

To reiterate what has been expressed in the past by myself, the Wampanoag 
Tribe of Gay Head, The Acushnet Historical Society and Commission, and many 
other concerned citizens:" This letter in no way opposes the proposed cleanup of 
contaminated materials by these federal agencies within the Acushnet River. It 
does however serve notice that we are aware of this highly sensitive situation 
and can not support the cleanup efforts without a total archaeological 
reconnaissance being performed prior to the cleanup, especially the planned 
second phase of dredging." 

Feel free to contact myself and the following concerned at the numbers 
provided. Thank You for your attention concerning this matter. 

Stepheniealey ' 

Stephen Healey 508 996-6551 Acushnet Historical Society 
Kathy Pepin 508 995-8415 Acushnet Historical Society 
Roland Pepin 508 995-9228 Town of Acushnet 
Claudia Kirk 508 997-7727 Concerned Parents of Fairhaven 
Matthew Vanderhoop Natural Resource Director Wampanoag Tribe 

508 645-9265 
Dena Dincauze Dept. of Anthropology UMASS, Amherst 

413 253-5739 
Dr. Curtis Hoffman President Mass. Archaeological Society 

508 881-1124 
Brona Simon State Archaeologist Mass. Historical Commission 

617 727-8470 



20 BLACK BROOK ROAD Kf -J^tfL \&\ OFFICE (508) 646-9266 
GAY HEAD, MA 02535 fiSf O$ \\-rl FAX (508)646-3790 

February 17, 1995 

Representative Barney Frank 
550 Pleasant Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 

Dear Representative Frank, 

Information has been presented to representatives of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 
regarding an archaeological site along the Acushnet River. Mr. Roland Pepin and a group of concerned 
citizens that live in the Acushnet area presented evidence that this historic site is significant. The site 
referred to as the "Lawson site" has recently been surveyed by a Dr. Hoffman of the Massachusetts 
Archaeological Society for acknowledgement by the Massachusetts Historical Commission as an area 
that warrants protection. 

It was also brought to the Tribe's attention that an area of the Acushnet River directly adjacent to this 
culturally rich area is slated for cleanup by the US Environmental Protection Agency in the near future. 
The concern being that the integrity of the Lawson site will be in jeopardy due to the dredging that is 
proposed. 

This letter in no way opposes the proposed cleanup of contaminated materials by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency in the Acushnet River. It does, however, serve notice that the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) is aware of this highly sensitive situation and can not 
support the cleanup efforts without a total archaeological reconnaissance being performed prior to the 
cleanup. 

The Tribal Council of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) voted unanimously, at a regular 
meeting on Wednesday February 15, 1995, to support the efforts of Mr. Pepin and the citizens group 
to protect this culturally rich area, until such time as the area can be properly surveyed and if necessary 
a total recovery of the cultural material is completed. 



Stephen Healey 
63 South Main St. 
Acushnet, MA 02743 
(508)996-6551 

Brona Simon 
State Archaeologist 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 

RE: PROPOSED RIVER DREDGING A THREAT TO LAWSON SITE 

Dear Brona; 

I am writing to inform you of additional archaeological evidence, that has been discovered 
along the eastern shores of the Acushnet river. This evidence was found between 
September 1994 and October 1995.1 am reporting these finds, as part of the same site 
that I reported to your office on two past occasions. Both contacts included a copy of the 
Form D, that was filled out by Dr. Hoffman of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society 
on September 6, 1994. 
Since my last contact with your office in March, 1995,1 have brought evidence to the 
Bronson Museum that a stone lined charcoal pit was partially exposed along the river. A 
sample of the charcoal, with intermixed spots of red ochre was shown to Dr. Hoffman, 
along with a large Atlantic utility blade and a small Brewerton eared notched point, that 
were both discovered in very close proximity to this feature. Concern that this feature may 
be a burial site, was expressed by Dr. Hoffman. 
My concern, is that the integrity of this site, (Lawson Site, as it is referred to on the Form 
D) is soon to be in jeopardy, as plans for Phase II dredging by the E.P.A. and Army Corps 
continue, and will be formally proposed in January. 1996. This Second Phase of Dredging 
will directly impact the area described by the Form D, as it is located within the river, 
having been discovered during low tide. This area has been slated to be Dredged as a clean 
up effort by these federal agencies. 
I would like to thank you, for your attention to this matter, on behalf of the many 
concerned within the town of Acushnet and Fairhaven, also especially , the Tribal Council 
of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head. If in the future I may be of assistance, concerning 
the artifacts found and the location of their discovery, please don't hesitate in contacting 
me. Since my disclosing the information regarding this site I have felt a great responsibility 
as to it's proper care and safeguarding. 

Stephen Hea 
Acushnet Historic Society 



TOWN OF ACUSHNET 

J3&t0t0rtcal (Commission 
ACUSHNET, MASSACHUSETTS 02743 

February 27, 1995 

Memo to:	 Roland Pepin /
 
Steve Healeyv
 
Kathy Pepin
 

Re: Lawson Avenue archaeological Site 

This is to confirm my conversation of this date with Ms. Brona Simon, State Archaeologist, at the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. She informed me as follows: 

1. No dredging may take place in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts without an OK by the
 
State Archaeologist.
 

2. Her department has approved the dredging of the Acushnet River in New Bedford (the hot 
spots), but has no record of any intention to dredge the lesser polluted areas (Phase 2) off 
Acushnet. She would expect an application from the Army Corps of Engineers prior to any 
attempt to dredge in said area, but would like us to inform her if we have any knowledge of a 
proposed date to start dredging the river off Acushnet. 

3. She knows Dr. Hoffman, but was unaware of the Form D on the Lawson site. 

4. Her department does not provide signs, nor does it recommend texts for such signs. Her 
experience is that if any mention is made of "archaeological sites" on a sign, this would be, just as 
we expected, an open invitation to amateur looters. 

5. She therefore suggests that we arrange for the owners (presumably Commonwealth Electric, 
and not New England Electric as mentioned in Dr. Hoffinan's Form D) to erect "No Trespassing" 
signs. 

Please be assured that the Historical Commission and the undersigned are fully supportive of any 
measure to prevent the despoiling of an important archaeological site, such as the Lawson site is 
alleged to be, and is prepared to lend any help we may be able^o-give to support your efforts in 
this respect. 
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