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BOSTON - The U8, Environmental Protection Ageney tocay issued a 10 year, 5120 million cleanup
plan for the Acushnet River and New Bedford Harbor in Massachusetts. The cleanup plan calls for

the dredging and shoreline containment of one half million cubic yvards of contarinated sediment
frorn 170 acres of New Bedford Harbor, malking it one of the largest cleanup operations in the nation
The plan was developed in ¢lose cooperation with the New Bedford Flarber Superfund Site
Community Forum and other state and federal agencies during a long consensus-building process.
The sediment will be disposed of in what are known as confined disposal facilities (CLEFs) to be

constructed in four shoreline locations,
"What was once a pitched battle 1s now an example of consensus building at its best,” said John P,

DieVillars, EPA"s Wew FErgland administrator. "We're achieving a super envirorroental result with
the strong suppart of neighborhood and cornmunity leaders.”

"Too often our attention focuses on conflict between citizen groups and povernment agencies,” said
Congressman Bamey Frank, "Today’s announcernent is an important example of how cooperative

rH(uu,h<nmv<nlhquw1ldt be procuctive. am very proud of the construstive worle that has been

cone by the citizens of the greater New Bedford area to oy to irnprove the condition of the river and
harbor."

"We at Hands Across the River are pleased that
signed recently,” said Jirn Simmons
the beginning of the end of our F

ROD 2 of the New Bedford Harbor cleanup was
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the effort to dredge our navigational channels. We look forward to working together with EPA in an
open-minded fashion during the design of the CDFs."

"After all these years, it"s gratifiing to finally have a solution in place for the cleanup of New
Bedford Harbor," said Massachusetts Department of Envitonmental Protection Commissioner Dawvic
B, Struhs, "This has been an ineredibly complex process, and all the parties involved in reaching
this consensus are to e congratulated for their perseverence and decication to achieving the best
pessible outcorne for the community and the envivonment. We especially want to thank EPA for
including the linkage between harbor cleanup and navigational dredgi

1

"Thils represents an important rilestone inthe New Bedford harbor cleanup,” said Jane Wells,
deputy director of the Massachuserts Office of Dispute Resolution and facilitator of the New
Bedford Harbor Corumunicy Forum, "It is a testament 1o the hard work and corornitment of the
forum men waa(rpuﬂilnnuldlwnwv‘(unnnmulw;nuup‘lhwtHmnrccmmﬁrusnndldeasmmmeluuhmhm
i this eleanup plan."

The ROD lays out a detailed cleanup plan for argas of varying concentrations of PCE-
contamination. The key elements of the cleanup are:

» Aﬁymmmxhwmmcbf450JMM3cummc)wwdscd%mmﬁnmmﬂwmmﬂmmnhumwd\WMfrpmhuﬂﬂﬁwhunwd
biphenyls (PCBs) will be removed. In the upper harbor north of Coggeshall Street,
sediments above 10 parts per raillion {ppro) PCEs will be removed, while in the Llower
harbor and in saltmarshes, sediments above 30 ppmowill be remaoved.

» [n certain popular beach corobing shoreling areas, sediments between the high anc
low tide Tevels will be removed if above 235 ppm PCBs. Inareas whers homes
directly abut the harbor and where contact with sediment is expected, sediments

between the high and low tide levels will be remoeved ifabove 1 ppm PCBs

» Four shoreling CDEFs will be constructed on 44 acres to contain and isolate the
drecdged sediments. Three of these facilities will be in the upper harbor, and one will
be in the lower harbaor, Archacological survevs will be performed prior to
construction of the CDFs and before dredging is started.

” Onee the dredged sediments are placed in the CDFs, the large volumes of water that
are brought in by the dredging process will be decanted and treated betore being
discharged back to the Harbor,

» Accap will be constructed at each COF, and where possible, cleaner sedirnent from the
harbor’s navigational channels will be used as part of the interin caps. The CDFs will
be available for beneficial reuse as shoreline open space, parks or, in the case of the
fower barbor CIOF, & commercial marine facilivy.

» The capped CDFs will be monitored and maintained over the long term 1o ensur:

(hiedr integrity,
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anc parts of nearby Buzzards Bay, The widespread PCB contamination of the site is the result of
pan'mmﬂﬂdmpmmmunaLMAmﬁmrwwehmhmmmcmnwmmeWmmammMmme¢qﬂmms.F'W].“hnw WEre
discharged directly into the harbor as well as indirectly via the city’'s sewerage system. In 1977, high
levels of PCBs detected in local seafood led Massachuserts to enact a mhmuhMImunwhmnln'

18,000 acre site. Tn 1983, the site was added to EPA’s National Priorities {Superfund) List malcng it
eligible tor federal cleanup funds,

N

The decision for the first or "hot spot” cleanup phase was made in 1990, Five acres of
the most highly contarninated sediment were dredged in 1994 and 1595, Hot spot sediments are
currently in interim storage in & separate CDF until an alternative to EPA’s ariginal plan for on-site
incineration of these sediments s selected (EPA suspended this incineration after vehemen local
opposition to it developed i 1991,
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