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EPA l!!i>SUIi!S CLEANUP DEiCISIiQNI FOR
UPFII;:R AIND LOWER HEW BIEDFORO HARE

EilOSTON •• Tin: U.S. Envi ronrnenUi I P . to tee l iou Agemey today isirucd a 1 0 year. ! | !12G i m i l l i o n deiUM.ir.i

plan for thu: AciLiiihriiisl . Riva and New ]:k:dfoi:d I-hutbor in M-ii-.siachiiJisiel.h!. This: c l s : - i r i ' npp Ian c i i l l i i fbi:

i.he d n idg ing i i n d l -ihorclii iiic contaiiuid^int of one half tn ill i on , cubic y :ird •:, o f con tami mil ted ijedirneni.

fi 'Dni 1 7 0 acresj ofMev/ Eiedl'ord Harbor., maki ng  i t one of the largest cleanup operalioti;;  i n the nil I ion.

Ttn: plan wass developed in dos;e coops:[,:ii:ion wi. lhthe hfew Eledfbird bhnt'bor Superli.ind !:ii te

Cornrnun ity Forarn and ol.her siUite intid iederal agenciei-id'i inni! a lorn; eonii iSinsus-buii lding proccsii.

The sc [ill in s: ti t v / i l l bs: dissposed of in wlh.Eit ci'te knov/n ai- confined dl i s ipoi - ic i l fadlilie:; (CDFii) I D ' b e

eonslru.cted in four siho'ielinc localiom-i.

V/hal v.'jis; once a pitched battle :i<i nciv/an oiiunple ol'consiensu,-; buiIcl ' i r i j : ; al i l s ; bcs i l , ' sianlJohn F.
Jr. Vil I [i i :i. ][:;][' A 's 'N ii'W lii I'igl ii n tii aditnini sstriiil or. "We1' ni1 ac.hii s: v i ' t i [|, a super" n v i ronrac nil EI 1 n: s.i.i ll wi I h
the sitronii, i-n.ipport of ncisijiiborhaad and c o r n m u n i t y liiiidas.

"Too often our intent ion f»[:us;e;i on conflici . lx:tv(£:eri citain g i toups i i n d . . a o v c r n r n s i n l agencis:,-;," saidl
Con;i! rs: iiirrriciin Barney Firank. "Today's! iuinouriceni i: n I iii ii.n 'irnportanl exarn.pl e ofbov/coops: r i i t ive
iilTorUi belM'een \\K l.wo canibe produictivc. 1 arn very proud o f l l i i f i coriii tnictive'work lhal hais been
done by (.he cilizen;- o f l .hc |s! teal s: i NKW B e d f o r d Entea to l.ry to improve the c a i i i d i l i o n ofl .be t i ve i t and
harbor."

"Ws: al Hand!- A c rosi:-i the R.i </ s: r are p leased linn: R.OD'!! o f l . hc M s i w Bedfo rd Harboi e l e .E inmp was
!:.ii|,iiiiidi ns:ceni;ly," siaidJini !:i i in trio n s. pitei-ident of liandii Airias;:: l.bc River Coalition "This; siiignalii
the beginning of 111 e end of our P'CEl conl i i in inal .ed river ii.n;i harboi , E i n d a l l o M / s I b r c o o i d i i i i i t ' i o n v/i th

••more-



"Af te r i i l l Iliese year:-, i t ' s [iriiti.fying lo finally have a solution in place for I be c l eanup of Mew 
Bedford Harbor," Siiid Ivlinisachusetts Depar tment of E n v i r o n m e n t a l Protec I ion Co mitn i:s =;i oner David 
B. Struh-i. "This has been i i n mcred ib ly complex proceii-i, and n i l tbe parlies involved i i i i .teaching 
this consensus aire lobe C [ > n i j j ; r a l u lated lor their per:- eraenee and dedicat ion lo a e h i e v i n j ! , the best 
possible outcome lor the community i i n d the envi ronment . We especially want to I hank EPA f o r 
including fhei linkage b e t w e e n harbor cleanup and i i iMMgational dredging " 

"Thus represents an i m p o r l H . n l mile:-to in: i n the New Bedford harbor cleanup," siiid Jane W e l l s , 
die puly d ineetor of' I b e 1VI tissac husetfs 0 ffii::e o f D ispul e F.eso I n tnon and fac i bfii to i o f l.he "N e w 
Bedford Irhiiibor Corninunil;/ Porurn. "It hi a lesl.ciirnent to l i n e hard woi l ; and corn.ni i t rnent of the 
forum m e m b e r ! ; re presenting, diverse c o m m u n i t y g roups I t i n t I b e i r concern! ; i i n d . ideas were i n c l u d e d 
i in thus c l eanup plan " 

The ROD lays oni t a detailed cleanup pi i i n for areas of varying concentrations of PCB-
c oni.ii nn in -iti on The 1;  ey el emeriti! of I lie cleanup are: 

i' Approximately 450,000 c u b i c yard:; ofsednnenl eoritarn mated with p ' o l y c b . l o > r i n i i t e d 
b ip'ben y I •; (PC B •;) wi 11 be removed 1 n I b e upper harbor norl h or' C. ogges b ii 11 Stride  t , 
sediments above 10 p i i r t spe r m i l l i o n ( p p r n ) PCB-: w i l l be removed, w h i l e in I be lov/er 
I b - n i b o r :ind in s;altrnar:-bes, sedi rncml - \ i i b o v e 50 pprn wi l l be r e m o v e d . 

'• I n. cerfii im j:io p u lar bench c (M'n bi t i i j j ; sl'ion;:] i n e iire sis, ised irnc nl s; be twee n the b i i!,ln and 
low t ide levels v / i l l be r emoved i f i i b o v e 25 pprn PCBs;. I n iireaii v/bere horneii 
d i r e c t l y i i b u t the harboi and where con tad v/ i th sedinne til is expected,, s e d i n n e T i t s 
be twee in the l u E i b a n d low l ide levels v / i l l be r emoved if iibove 1 ppm PCBs. 

•• Fou.r shoreline CDF's v / i l l be constructed on 4!l acres; lo contain and isolate the 
dredged sediment-:. Tb.ree of these laci l l i I ie :s v/ i l l be i n the upper bii.rbor. and one v 
be in the Lower harbor. A r c b i i e o l o g i c i i l s u r v e y ! ; wi l l be p e r f o r m e d p i i o r t o 
const ruction of tlie CD Pi; and before dredging is stalled. 

Once l.he d red [|(ed i iedirnenls ; H.II;: pliiced in theCDPs, the large volumes of wal e r thai. 
are brought in by the d iedg ing process w i l l be decani ed and Ineatc'd before being 

i:-,c bii r[!,e:i back to the Hi i rbor . 

t\. cap v / i l l be eonstn.iei.ed at eac b C DF , i i .nd v/here po- is ible , cleaner sediimeiiil f rom the 
l i i i rbor" : j naviij^al io n H I c l i n n n e b ; v/ill be u!-ed as parl o f l h e iintc ri tin caps Tbe CD Ps wi l l 
be available for beneficial rsni - ic as ii bore I me open space, p i i i r ' k i i or. in t lbe c i i - i e o f t h e 
loM'er hi irbor COP, a eornrnerc ial marine f a c i l i t y 

http:imporlH.nl


The Mev/ Eiedfoici IHiirbor Super[inticl Site encompasses ill I of New Bedford llarbon 
and parls of neiirby 1:1 u;;:;!-:ird •; lihiy. The widespread PC 1:1 eoritamimation of the site ii!> l.he ['i:su]| of 
past \v- is le disposal pradk'e-iai; tv/o elec Ideal componenl. manu fael uri ing plants. PCB v/ii siU: si were 
disdicii'ji.C'd diiieetly into llu: harboi: as vi/ell a;s imciircrtly via I IK: city',-; sewerage system. In 1977, bijj.h 
levels; of PCBs; delected in 1 DC ill seafood Led rvliissiacluiiiei;!:; lo enact a fishing ban Ibroug'boul. the 
1 !!,()()>() -icre snl.e. In 19 i!], I be i-ite was iidde'd to l::PA's hfalioiiiiil Pdodi:ies (Super fund) Lisl making il 
eligible lor federal deiuujip fuindi!, 

The decliiion for I be first or "hot spot" eletini ippbiise v/iis made in l':!9(). Five ii;:'tes of 
(he rnoi-il hig'bly eontarninEIted sediment v/ei:e diredged. in 1994 and 1995. Hoi. spot sediimenls ii.re 
currenl.lv in inl.erim stooge in a iiepiiriite CDF1 imlil :in alternal.ive ID B P ' A ' s o r i j j i n E i l pliim loron-s i l .e 
inciaei'titiion of Ibese iiedinnointi-i iii selected (EPA suspended Ibis; i'ncineralion afler vdieitnent bcal 
opposition to it de'vdoped in ]'!)9!!). 

IE;I;I sun;; HOP/Ii- FAGIE- K\R iMi;;vi!:;i AND IINFCRMATIGM: 
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