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FURLTC MERETING ON NEW BEDFORD HARROR PCE CONTAMINATION ANNOUNCED

GO - The U, &, Envicronmental Protcection daency will hoeld sz

oallir meening on Qcoober 17, 188% to exonlain plans for additional
srucres of clean up cptiengs for polyvcechlorinated biphenyl (PCB)

comtaminatlion wn New Bedford Hasbono,

cresentataves of EPAR and the U, &0 Army Corps of Enganeers will
oeak &t the meeting at 7130 pom. at cthe Whaler Motor Inn, 500
Hathaway Road, New Bedford,

(AN

Corps wirll conduct studies for EPA Lo evaluate the technical
hilyty and potentisl anpacts of dredging and disposal
of contaminated sedirents,
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NEW BEDEORD HARBOR SURPERFUND &I0E
PLANG FOR ADDITIONAL STUILES
GCTOBER 198%

I'n October 19483, the U, 8. Environmental Protection Agenay
CLPA) began s series of studies to ddentify and evaluate

HWDMJ Le oleanup methods £or hazardous waskte contamination in
New Bedford Harbor. The purpose of this fact sheet is to
explain additional studies, to be done by the To S Army Corps

of Erngineers, to prmwxdm more dinformation on the cleanup options,

The harbor is contaminated primarily with polychlorinated

: 3
Liphenyls (FCBs) and heavy metals. The areas of highest oone
centration of PCBs are referred Tu as "hot spots" and are
located primarily in the Adcushnet River Ehtu.Ly” nerth of the
Coggesnall Street bridge.

In sugust 1934, EPA released
five cleanup options for the

public review and comment
"hot. spot” areass

hall
-8 in the

¢ Channelizing the Acushnet River north of the Cogges
Crroat Bridge and capping contaminated sedimer
remaining open water areas.

o myredging contaminated sediments and disposing of them din a
partially Llin containment site in the northern part of
the estuary aiong the eastern shore,

"o Game option as two, except thalt the comtainrmnk silte would
he Lined on the bhottom, as well as on the sides,

¢ Dredging contaminat nmdlnwn1” and disposing of them in a
nearky upldud containment site (no site presently avallable).

* 0 Dredging contaminated sediments (which lay over clean sedimrents)
and dredging clean sedinents, temporarily storing hoth before
returning the contaminated sediments to the bottom and clean
secdiments to the top.

e

received extensive comments on Lhe options from other

ral, state, and local officials, potentially sponsihle
Ln”" and individuals. Many of these comments expressead

srn regarding the adequacy of avallable dredging technigues
dHH the pmfnntiak impacts of dredging on the harbor due o
reguspension of contaminated sediments, The potential release
of contaninated water (“leachate") from an unlined disposal
gsite was another area of concern,

T attenpting to respond to these comments, the Agency decided
it owould be necessary to conduct additional studies before
choosing a cleanup method For the PCB "hot spots."  The bullk




Of the proposed additional studies, which will be compiled
into a Focused Peasibility Study (FPS), will be an indepth
study of the feasibility of dredging and disposal. EPA has
paked dredging and disposal experts from the Corps of Engineers,

Lo design and carcy oulk these studies,

The Corps of Bngineers' study will not repeat worlk done in EPA's
previcus studies, but instead will provide more detailed information
soe el fie o New Bedford Havbor on the potential impacts of

dredging and disposal.

The FFS will also evaluate in more detail the potential
anvironnental lmpacts from the proposed ¢leanap options.,

Focuged Feasibility Study Scope and Objective

The FFS will wnceludes

©An evaluation of the potential for resuspension of
contaminants and contaminated sediments during deedaing,
the wltimate Fate of those gediments, and possible ways Lo

contral resuspension. (To e done by the Corps of Engineerns).

A evaluation of the potential for deedged gsediments to
produce leachate (Ffoomed when waber moves through wastes and
dissolves contaminants),  This informmakion will be gsed to decide
whether a bhottom liner wouwld be needed Lf dredged sediments
arve disposed of din oa proposed contalinment facility along the
edge of the hacbor. (To be done by the Corps of BEngineers).

oo evaluation of the necessary cap thickness (of olean
material) Ffor those options where a cap is subject Lo tidal action:
channelization and the "pineapple upside-down cake" options. (To
be done by the Corps of Engineens).,

" An evaluation of the curvent health and productivity
of the wetlands on the eastern shore of the estaary, the
potential dmpacts on the wetlands of the cleanup measores,
and ways Lo minimize the impacts LF that avea wewre used Lor an
in=harbor containment site. (To be done jointly by EPA and the
Corps of Bngineens).

Worle will kegin on these studies as soon as funds are made available.,
Because Suaperfond expirved September 30 and Congress has not yeb
reanthocizaed the law, funding Efor these studies is uncectain.

EBpa's highest priovity is bo fond emergency cleanups and stalf
salaries, Onece funds are made available, the stodies are expectead

o take eighteen months to complete. The Corps of Engineers

began fleld sampling Lhis past dugust using Limited funding to
complete the weather dependent tasks., Upon complebtion, the

FERS will be made available to the public for weview and comment,

Toe addition to the FES, EPA Qs continuing its study, called a
remedial dnvestilgation, Lo ewvaluate the type and extent of
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contdmend tion throwghaut the entive harbor. Once that is done,
Pres vemmew il also conduct a Feasibility Study to evaluate
clearmp options for the entire havbor.

Foo move information contact Jackie Prince, EPA's Profect Manager
oo New Bedford Harbow, at (617) 223-1951 or Debra Poybyla, BEA's

Comnmunity Relations Coordinator at 223-4906,
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