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RESULTS NNNOUNMCED ON - CONTENUTNG NEW BEDFORD LUHSTFm‘ﬂﬁﬁTTNG

The outer section of New Hedford harbor, designated DPH Closure Area
Seowi1 ramain closed for Jobstering as testing for Yevels of chemicals
knawn as polychlorinated biphanyls (PCBSY continues. Test results of
Towster samplings taken from Closure Area 3 this summer and fall wers
raleasad today by the Department. of Poblic Health's Olvision of
Environmental Health Assessment,  The saoplings, totalling 44 lobsters, were
colTected by the Diviston of Marine Fisheries and anglyzed For PCB Jevals

by DPH personnel at the State Laboratories fn Jamafca Plain,

PCB Tavels are measurad o oparts per mi T don Cppm) and ranged from
Du7 ppen to B ppe with an average value of 3,0 ppa in samples taken this
summer,  Fall samples yielded results of 2.0 ppm to 8.0 ppm with an average

ef 4.3 ppm. Results from a spring sampling this yvear averaged 5.5 pom.,
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The present enforceadle level of PCBs permitted by the U5, Faderal
Food and Drug Agency (FDA) ds 5.0 ppri. A Teval of 2.0 pom has been pro.
mulgated by the FOA but has never baer implemented because of legal action

whiich resulted in a courteordared stay of the new Timit,

Aecording to Or. Normarn Telles, Director of DPH's Division of
Ervvirermmental Health Assessment, "Further analysis of test data as well as
collection and analysis of Tobsters from Closure Area 3 will continue in an
gttempt Lo document possible seasonal trends in PCE levels din the
Tobsters,"  Also, the Department of Public Health is working to develop
recommendatfons concerning a basis for the eventual reopening of the outer

New Bedford harbor area o JTobstering, It s anticipated that the recom.

mendations will be formulated by Spring of 1983,
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