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Ralph Abele/R1/USEPA/US To "Davis, Gary (DCR)" 

08/16/2012 08 09 AM ' cc 


i bcc Ann Williams >•.. ..,..„: , 

j Subject Noise impact information from NMFS 

! 1 ' 

Gary j 

As requested. NMES copied DMF̂  with original email to us on 8/3. 

Ralph Abele ! ' ', 
Forwarded by Ralph Abele/R1/USEPA/US on 08/16/2012 07:57 AM r—r 

• :- ,• 4 • : •>:-«,v;A.. ..• •;• -.' .. .. ( . : .. ••' ,..c 
From- , Christine Yaeearo.^christine.vaecaro îhoaa.gov?! 
ToT"" RhiY06ia^ 
Gc; .v, Wgrd, f ^ ^ ^ J i ^ f s ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^  , Ralph Abe|e/R1iUSEPA/yS^E!?^, Ann 

, . WiiriamsTftt/U^ 
*' ?;liz.sullivan@noaa.gov^v'' '* -r " ' v . ' " •„ v  -

Date; 0?/03/201211:43 AM j • i.: • 
Subject;.. ,Re: |w : Eacijities ConferenceGall.Bridge{Reservation ^gqnfirrriation 'r7v\.,--K'"'£ > . 

Hi everyone, V j ' "' " r' \ • ' ' 
We use the following dB levels as "best available" information on noise impacts: 206 dB 

ft e., injury OF "harm" in terms of the ESA). 
f or pilf driying;ae|yitiej, w^ fojojy|rig:gujdjpgf to meej;(these sound 
grjte*ria^„ .̂̂ .v.'.. '•• >A.:-jj.'X*K t; - ? 
1) F3iles installed ihrtfedry during low water on inrwater between Nov. 15th.- March 
15th, or . !'. , ' ! . '• , 
2) Piles musj be drilled and pinned to ledge, or, 
3) Vibratory hammers used to] install any size and quantity of wood, concrete or steel 
piles, or \ \ '  ' 5 1 

,4.) Impact hammers limited-to |one hammer and <=50 piles installed/day with the 
following- wood piles of any size, concrete piles ̂ 18-inches diameter, steel piles 
?;12-inches diameter if the hammer is ̂ 3000 lbs and a wood cushion ;s used between 
the hammer and steel pile. ! • ~ \ . -

Method <1 would be not likely to adversely affect forbbviously reasons, but methods 2-4 
must take the fpllciwing into eo^nsidjerationf';^  f J ; .  ' ''-' ' ' 

11 In-Water noise, leye[s;shall.not exceed yS7d § SE L re 1 (jPa or 20§dB D§al| fe 1 jJPa 
at a distance M '' 's.''-'" 

2) Inrwater noise levels >155dB peak re 1uPa shall not exceed 12 consecutive hours 
on any given day and a 12 hour recovery period (i e , in-water noise below 155dB peak 
re 1uPa) must be provided between work days 



By following this guidance, we can conclude "not likely to adversely" affect when it 
comes to pile driving activities since'reasonable pauses in work, or "noise-free" 
passage for anadromous fish will be available. j . 

I'm not sure what kind of sound leve'ls would come from bjlasting activities, so if no time 
of year restriction is imposed, then it might take more analysis to determine if a zone of 
passage will be available within the harbor fpr p 

Let me know if I can do anything else to help. 
-l....v ! -'> . 

Cheers, 

•Chris- ... v , • : > "  , ^y.;> y\.X ' -. • *4n)\ 

Chris Vaccaro 
Fisheries Biologist •; 
Protected Resources Division 
NOAA Fisheries/NERO 
Gloucester, MA 

.^.'•.-'•t/.f :? Phone: 978-281-9167 j  ' A 'X ' \  \ V"\'...."' 
EmaiI: christine.vaccaro@noaa.£ov \ ' 'f' 

On Tue, Jul 31,2012 at 10:38 AM , Phi l Colarusso <colarusso.pMl@epamail.epa.gov> wrote: ; 
Kathryn, Chris, 1 j * * " 

It seems like the time that works for the majority of us is| Friday morning from 10-12 (if 
we need that long): Below.are instructions for a call in number: We have j lines - ' 
available, which I think should be plenty. Chris, feel free to extend an invitation to the. 
EFH folks if they.,ar;e.„ayailablfe..as' there is some obvious] overlap in the issues. Kathryn 
feel freeJto Jnyite a h y o n  ̂  
we could focus oh the l ^ e s ^ i c  ̂  A 
cover those," I would feel that we will have made some progress. . It's .possible that the 
discussion may lead off into other areas as well, which is fine. *  ; 4 

' i ' ' 

If you have any questions/concerns feel free to contact me'.. • „ " r, ' " , . ] . 
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