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(By Hand)

Dear Mr. Bering and Ms. Mahan::

This letter responds to proposals in your May 9, 1988
letter which in turn responded to our April 27, 1988 letter
requesting split sampling relative to EPA's pilot dredging
program., You propose to perform an inte real ibrat ion on four
sediment samples from two locations in New Bedford Harbor and
similar analyses of Dr. John Brown's sediment cores from the
upper estuary.. While aspects of your specific proposal with
respect to Dr.. Brown's sediment samples are somewhat con-
fusing,, we are agreeable in principle to an inte real ibrat: ion
study of sediment: samples, which would include split samples
of Dr. John Brown's sediment cores from the upper estuary
showing dechlori nation of PCBs. On the other hand, we asked
for splits of sediment and water samples from monitoring of
the pilot dredging program in our April 27 letter, and we are
surprised and disappointed that you failed to respond to
t: h e s e re qu e s t s a t a i 1 .
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The government proposals and our requests are discussed

in more detail below.


sj;OJJ;::!LJ2lLJî 


As stated in our April 27, 1988 letter requesting your

attention to this matter, we wish to obtain splits of samples

taken in connection with the Pilot Dredging Study monitoring

program. This would include sampling during baseline

monitoring and during the pilot dredging study itself. The

first paragraph of your letter proposes only to inter-

calibrate the analyses of four sediment samples immediately

prior to dredging. While these pre-pilot study split samples

are of interest to us, their promise by no means fulfills our

request for splits of water column,, sediment, or biota

samples in our earlier letter.


Our request for splits of these samples was nowhere

addressed in your May 9, 1988 letter. From telephone

discussions between Charlie Bering and Leslie Ritts (counsel

for Federal Pacific Electric), we understand that government

attorneys have been told by their consultants that there are

technica1 difficuIties in sp1itting water homogenates from

the pilot dredging monitoring program. We have reviewed this

issue with our respective consultants who categorically

disclaim any problem, pointing out that the government's own

workplan calls for '"duplicates'" in any event.™'' Because the


jySplit sampling of water samples for PCB analyses should not

present problems during conduct of the USACOE New Bedford

Pilot Dredging Program.. Such split sampling is routinely

performed during environmental sampling program, and is

likely a part of the internal QA/QC program for the USACOE

Pilot Dredging Program,.


It is our understanding that much of the water sampling

to be conducted by the USACOE will consist of composite


(continued. , .. )
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water column samples are critical to evaluation of both the

engineering feasibility of dredging in the Harbor as well as

any potential health or environmental risk posed by the

resuspension of materials in the estuary, we renew our

request for splits of these samples,. We would foe happy to

discuss the specifics of a sampling program,, i.e., the number1


of samples and the like, with you in more detail at your

convenience.


We would be interested in participating in an inter­

calibration study of sediment samples, although we do require

clarification of which samples EPA desires to intercalibrate.

This confusion specifically centers on the proposal as it

applies to Dr. John Brown's 1986 sediment, samples from the

upper estuary (see further discussion, below) . Obviously,

laboratory methodologies, standards, and standard operating

procedu res ( SOPs) for cal ibrat ion, sample preparation and


I./ ( .continued)

sampling., To be effective, the composite samples will have

to be homogenized to obtain a representative aliquot of the

sample for analysis. Thus, sample homogenization should not

present a significant difficulty. In cases where USACOE

intends to collect discrete samples, similar homogenization

techniques could also be used to assure sample uniformity

prior to discrete sample splitting..


If EPA is concerned that the difficulty with split

sampling rests in the physical process of sample splitting,

several methods could be used to address this concern,.

Perhaps one of the simplest methods that allows collection of

homogeneous representative split samples would be to insert a

stopper or spout into the sample container equipped with a

bifurcated Teflon"" base. This would allow the sampling team

to split samples with a minimum of effort and in a

technically acceptable manner.,
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cleaning must be worked out in cooperation with EPA's

Naragansett Laboratory. We look forward to arranging a

meeting of our consultants to enable them to work out these

details.


Dr_._Brown_is_SaiTi£les


Paul Galvani (counsel, for Aerovox Incorporated) agrees

to make these samples available to you. Indeed, Dr. Brown

offered them to Dr. Taylor at the EPA Naragansett Laboratory

last, year, In return, we ask that you provide us with splits

of the sediment samples taken by Dr. James Lake of the

Naragansett Laboratory from the Naragansett Bay and Eastern

Long Island Sound,


As to Dr. Brown's samples, arrangements will need to be

made with Dr. Brown at the General Electric Company and. Mr.

Galvani. to facilitate the shipment of these samples. Your

May 9 letter appears to propose intercalibration of these

""old"" samples., Further discussion and. clarification of which

samples the government wants to intercalibrate is required as

to that portion of the proposal,.


]Ra£id_Access_to__Anal£ses


Charles Bering's May 9, 1988 letter states as a precon­

dition for parts of the government's proposal the rapid

access to analytical results., We also request to have rapid

access to the government's analyses from both the inter-

calibration studies and the pilot dredging monitoring

program. Twenty-- four hour turnaround would appear appro­

priate.


Another part of our April 27 proposal that was not

directly addressed, in the government's May 9 response was the

request to allow a consultant, to observe the sampling and

construction events on the PRP's behalf., Instead, EPA has
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indicated that it will schedule some public visits to the

area of the estuary where this work will commence. Safety

concerns appear to be at issue,. Our consultants have been

trained for remedial response work,, and indeed have parti­

cipated in the RI/FS process on behalf of other private

parties and EPA. We, therefore,, renew our request to have a

representative from the PRP group present, at the sampling and

construct.! on events.


Conclusion


We would appreciate your prompt response to this letter

and in any event at least 48 hours prior to the date any

sampling is to commence. We understand that the pre--

operational sampling described in Mr. Bering's letter of June

2 to Mary Ryan did not take place on June 9 as scheduled and

have not yet heard, of any rescheduled date., You may call

Mary Ryan' ('617/439-2212)' or Leslie Ritts (202/467-7153) to

discuss questions you may have regarding specific issues.,

Arrangements with Dr. Brown will need to be coordinated with

Paul Gal.van i.


Please include this letter as part of the administrative

record in this matter,.


Sincerely,


Paul B. Galvani Daniel J.6<:I.leason

Ropes l> Gray Mary K, Ryan

2 25 Franklin Street Nutter, McClennen & Fish

Boston, MA 02110 One International 1?lace

For: Aerovox Incorporated Boston, MA 02110-2699


For: AVX Corpora.!: ion
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Howard T. Weir David A  . MeLanghi in 
Le s 1 i e S., R :i tt s Mclaughlin fit Folan 
Mor gain,, Le w i s fit Bo c k i u s 448 County Street 
1800 M Street, II. W,. New Bedford,, HA 02740 
Wei shi ngton, D. C. 2 0036 For:: Belleville Industries , 
For:: Federal Pacific Trie. 

Electric: COL 
-

^^ 
Verne W. Vance, Jr. '(/ ' 
Wendy Jacobs

Foley, Hoag fit Eliot

One Post Office Square

Boston, MA 02109

For : Co rne 1 1 •• Dub i i ier E1 e c tro n i c s


Corporal: ion
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