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Dear Ms. Adams: 

Staff of the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC), office of the State Historic Preservation 

Officer have reviewed the results of the archaeological investigations for Ac subtidai and intertidal 

portions of the project, described in two reports. Assessment of Prehistoric Archeoiogical Site Potential: 

Subtidai Portions of the Proposed South Terminal Marine. Infrastructure Park. New Bedford. 

Massachusetts, and Assessment ofArcheologicci Site Potential: Intertidal Portions o f the Proposed South. 

Terminal Marine Infrastructure Park, iVew Bedford Massachusetts, prepared by John Milner Associates, 

Inc. (JMA), and received by die MHC on November 4,2010. 


Subtidai Zone: The investigations identified an area with intact paleosols in the southern portion of the 
survey area (see Figure 10). The single radiocarbon assay of 2$60±4Q BP, when calibrated, indicates that 
the age of the sample tested most likely dates between 2,740 and 2,850 years ago (900 to 790 BC). The 
JMA researchers interpret the results as indicating that the project area includes a well-preserved and 
intact ancient upland landform that was available for Native American land use and occupation. This is a 
significant discovery that provides infermation on the Jocation and character of land available to resident 
Native Americans during the Early Woodland period prior to sea level rise and submergence, in the 
Acusfanet River and Buzzards Bay drainage basin. The Early Woodland Period in Southern New England 
is aresearch area of considerable interest. Th e limited investigations of a single vibracorc were not 
designed to identify artifacts or cultural features, but if present, information about ancient Native 
American use of the location could provide important mfonnadon. 

MHC requests that project planners consider alternatives that would avoid and protect the landform, and 
present the results of the alternatives analysis to die consulting parties. 

If redesigning the project to avoid impacting and to protect the landforin is not feasible, then MHC 
requests that a research design and methodology be developed to conduct an archaeological site 
examination of the landform. The goal of tbe she examination is to determine if the landform contains 
significant historic resources, and to describe the historic, scientific, and cultural qualities and 
characteristics, including die locations, sizes, boundaries, data contents, and spatial arrangements of 
artifacts and features. The purposes of the archaeological site examination is to provide sufficient 
technical information to offer an opinion of National Register- eligibility (36 CFR Part 60), and to 
develop a program in consultation with (he consulting parties that would sufficiently mitigate any adverse 
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effects to historic properties. The proposed site exatninauoa. research design and methodology should be 
provided to the interested consulting parties forffieir review and comment 

faterndal 2k>ne: The investigations identified one area wi_i u__ctpafeosols in the southern portion of die 
survey area, applOJdniiieiy iOO feet from the iandform found in the subtidai zone (see Figure 4). A 
radiocarbon assay ta this area may not accurately date the intact landform, because the location 
sampled at the edge of the landform ts mterpreted by JMA to have a redeposited layer. The layer &tm 
which the radiocarbon dating sample was taken is above a layer that included historical period materia! 
(iron slag). Additional radiocarbon dating of sainples from other areas of fee laodforin couki accurately 
date i t The iaadform has a high potentialto contain ancient period Native American art-acts and cultural 
features. The report indicates that the landform is not within an Impact area for the project Project • 
planners should develop a plan to avoid and protect the landforia from inadvertent impacts during the 
construction of the project, and provide the plan to theconsulting parties for comrnent 

These comments are offered to assist ia compliance with Section 106 of the Nation-] Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (36 CFR 8Ci0). Please contact Edward L. Bell of my staff if you 

have any questions. 


Sincerely, 

Brona Simon 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director . v 
State Archaeologist 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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