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November 18, 2010 Wilham Frandis:Galvin, Sccrctary of the Commonwealth
: Massachusetts Hisrarical Com.mrssxon T T

Lois K. Adams
Chief, Gmnts, Tribal and Municipal Asxsmnce Branch
Office of Ecosystwm Protection
us Envxronrrentai Proteciion Agency
5 Post’ Oﬁ’ice Squaze Suite 106
Bosuon MA 92109-3912

RE New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remody in New Bcdfoxd South Termma(, akfs Conﬁned
Disposal’ Facility a/k/a Somh Tertninal Marme Industnal Park Development, New Bedford, MA:
MHC #RC 48896. '

Dear Ms. Adams:

Staff of the Massachusetts Historical Commxsswn (MHC), office of the State Historic Preservation
Officer have reviewed the results of the archaeological investigations for the subtidal and intertidal
portions of the project, described in two reports, Assessment of Prekistoric Archealogzcal Site Potentiai:
Subtidal Portions of the Proposed South Terminal Marine Infrastructise Park, New Bedford,
Massackusetts, and Assessment of Archeological Site Potential: Intertidal Portions of the Proposed South:
Terminal Marine Infrastructure Park, New Bedford. Massachusetes, prepared by John Milner Assocites.

. Inc. (IMA), and received by the MHC on November 4, 20!0

Subtidal Zone The investigations 1dentxt’ ed an arca wu‘.h intact paleosols in the southem portion of the
survey area (see Figure 10). The single rediocarbon assay of 2660 +4Q BP, when calibrated, indicates that

; . the age of the sample tested most likely dates between 2,740 and 2,850 years ago (900 to 79¢ BC). The

JMA researchers interpret the results as mdzcannv that the project arez includes a well-preserved and-
intact anciest upland landform that was av adzhle for Native American fand use and occupation. This is 2
significant discovery that provides information on the locatmn and character of land available to resident

Native Americans during the Early Woodfand penod prior to sea level rise and submergence in the
Acustinet River and Buzzards Bay drainage basin. The' Early Woodland Period in Soutliern New England

is a‘research-area of considerabie interest. The limited investigations of a single vibracore were not
designed to identify artifacts or cultural features, but if present, information about ancient Natwe
Amencan use of the Iocazmn could provrde important mfonnanon. ‘

MHC requests that project planners consider alfermnatives that would aveid and protect the landform, aad -

* present the resulss of the .altema;iV% analysis o the consulting parties.

{f redesigning the project 10 avoid impacting and to protect the fandforin is not feasible, then MHC
requests that a research design and methodoloay be dcveioped tu conduct an archaeological site )
examination of the landform. The goa} of the site examination is to determine if the landform contains
significant historic resources, and to describe the historic, scientific, and cultural qualitics and
characteristics, including the locations, sizes, boundarics, data contents, and spatial arrangements of
artifacts and features. The purposes of the archacological site examination is to provide sufficient

technical information to offer an opinion of National Register- eligibility (36 CFR Part 60), and to !
develop a program in consultation with the consulting parties that would sufficiently mitigate any adverse '
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effects to historic | propem&e The proposed site examination, mmﬁ d
provxded to the interested consulting panm for ﬂ:elr review and mmdztlgn - mcthodology Shmﬂd be

Intemdal Zone: The i mvcsugaiwns identified one area with intact paleosols in the ern porti ﬂre.
. south on of

Survey area, appro; ely’ 100 feét from the landform found in the subtidal zoge (see Figure 4). A

radiocarbon assay fruw tHis area may riot accurately date the intact tandform, because the location -

* samgled at the edge of the landform ts interpreted by JMA to have a redeposited layer. The layer from

which the radiocarbon dating sample was taken is above a layer that included historical period rixaterial
{iron slag). Additional radiocarbon dating of samples from other areas of the landform eﬁrld accuratety
date it. The landform has a high potential to contain ancient pertod Native American artifacts and cultural
features. The report indicates that the landtorm is not within an irapact area fot the project. Project -
planners should develop a plan to avoid and protect the landform from inadvertent ithpacts during the
construction of the project, and pmrvxde the plan to the consuitmg parties for comment. :

- These comments are offered to assist in complzance with Semon 106 of the National Historic

Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (36 CFR 800). Please contact Edward L. Bcll of my staff if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

Prioie g\w«v\—»

Brona Simion
State Historic Pzeservazvon Ofﬁcer

. Executive Director , ) . S

State Archaeologist .
Massachuseits Histonca{ Comm:sszon

XC: N
New Bedford Harbor Deveiopment Commission . S
Karen Kirk Adams, USACOE-NED-Regulatory:
Kathleen Atwood, USACOE-NED
Victor T. Mastone, Massachuselis Bourd of Underwater Archaeologxcaj Resources .
George Green, Jr., Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe : :
Bettina Washington, Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head {(Aquinnah)
Jcnmfcr T. Nersesian, NPS New Bedford Whaling NHP ;
sk J. Santos, New Bedford Hisrorical Commission:

het Meyers, APEX Companies, LLC:
3. Lee Cox, Jr., Dolan Research Inc.
Joel 1. Klein, John Milner Associates, Inc. .
William Chadwick, John Milner Associates, inc. -
Martm G. Dudeic, Joim Milner Associates, kne.
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