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February 17,2011

Lms K. Adams . ‘ '
* Chief, Grants, Tribal and Municipal Assmtance Branch
Office of Ecosystem Protection
US Environmental Protection Agency
- 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Baston, MA 02109-3912 -

RE: New Bedford Harbor State Enhanced Remedy in New Bedford South Terminal, a/k/a

Confined Disposal Facﬂ;ty a/k/a South Terminal Marine Industnal Park Development New
- Bedford, MA. :

MHC #RC.48596.

Dear Ms Adams

Staff of the Massachusetts Hlstorical Commwszon (MHC), office of the State Hlstorxc R
Preservation Officerbave reviewed the. results-of the archaeological mvestlgauons for Target
'M4/S5, Jocated in a subtidal portion of the project referenced above, reported in Phase Il

Investigation of Target M4/S5, Proposed South Terminal Marine Infrastructure Park, New

Bedford, Massachusetts, prepared by Dolan Research Inc., and J ohn Milner Associates, Inc., and
, recezved by the MHC on January 31, 2011.

The resuits of the i mvestlgatxons identified Target M4/S5 as the wreck of the Thomas A
Lawrence, a three-masted schooner constructed in 1891, and abandoned, which burned aad sank
in 1941. The MHC agrees with the report assessment, that the wreck lacks integrity, and thus it is

' MHC’s opinion that the historic shipwreck does not tmeet the Criteria of Eligibility for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR Part 60).

- ‘The report prowdes interesting historical information about the schooner and 1ts marine
" technology, its role in the bulk cargo coastal trade, and the importance of New-Bedford in the .
history of New England’s 19th and 20th-century marine commerce. Project planners may. wish to
consider developing an mtcrpretwe exhibit within public areas of the terminal, using the
information in this report, such as in a poster format suggested by the Massachusetts Board of
- Underwater Archaeological Resources. : :

Cdplés of this teehnicai fepdrt may be provided to aﬁy interested pairties and the pubﬁc including
the New Bedford Public. Library, the New Bedford Whalmg Museum; and the New Bedford :
‘ Whalmg National Ihstortcal Park. .
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These comments are offered 10 assist in comphance with Section 106 of the National Historic

Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (36 CFR 800) Please contact Edward L. Bell at the MHC
- if you have any quesnons

Sincerely, - _ o : S o
B St | P
Brona Simon : C : '
State Historic Preservatxon Ofﬁcer

Executive Director

State Archaeologist
Massachusetts Iistorical Comzmsswn
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Kathleen Atwood, USACOE-NED

David Johnston, DEP/SERO

Victor T. Mastone, Massachusetts Board of Underwater Archaeologloal Resources
- George Green, I, Mashpee Wampapoag Tribe | .

Bettina Washington, Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aqumnah)
Jennifer T. Nersesian, NPS New Bedford Whaling NHP

Derek J. Santos, New Bedford Historical Commission

.. Chet Meyers & Jay Borkland, Apex. Compames LLC

J. Lec Cox, Jr., Dolan Research Inc.. ‘ .

Joel 1. Kiein, John Milner Assocxates Inc.

William Chadwick, John Milnet Associates, Inc.

Martin G. Dudek, John Milner Associates, Inc.
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