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I believe that the prospect ofbuilding a modern marine terminal- the proposed "South 

Terminal"-on our waterfront to support America's new offshore wind industry and unlock the 

City's potential as a hub of international trade, is by far the single most important economic 

opportunity for New Bedford and the surrounding region in our lifetimes. This is no 

exaggeration. 

After years ofuncertrunty, there is no longer any dispute that offshore wind energy is coming to 

the United States. Off~shore wind farms have been in operation in Northern Europe for nearly 

twenty~years, and are projected to be the source of approximately one-third of European Union's 

electrical supply in the next twenty years. Over the last ten years, the federal government has 

laid the ground work for off-shore wind farms in the United States, which have been regarded by 

both the Bush and the Obama Administrations not only as a sust ainable source ofenergy, but 

also as a means ofweaning the country from its dependence on foreign oil. The lion's share of 

America's wind farms are slated to be in nearby waters. A full twenty-five percent ofAmerica's 

wind reserves are located in the area of ocean just south ofMartha's Vineyard, and the U.S. 

Department of the Interior has designated the area for thousands ofwind turbines that will power 

large swaths of the Northeast. Moreover, in the near term, the Cape Wind Project continues to 

make steady progress with the strong support of the Patrick Administration. 



New Bedford is poised to become one of the foremost beneficiaries of these developments. 

Positioned along the southern coast ofNew England, we are one of the few deepwater ports with 

the industrial space to assemble a:nd stage wind turbines-each costing millions of dollars- and 

ship them to their ocean p lacement sites. We have strong highway and rail access, and our 

residents have the seafaring and manufacturing skills that the industry requires. On multiple 

levels, New Bedford makes perfect sense. 

It is not so surprising then that recognition ofthe City's unique position has spread broadly 

among key wind energy industry leaders-some ofwhom are j oining us tonight. And with 

competitors elsewhere eager to capitalize on any missteps, all eyes are turning to New Bedford

with the lynchpin ofour success being the South Terminal Project. 

We are gathered here tonight as a community-with broad support from elected officials, civic 

and business leaders, and engaged citizens- to urge swift action on the final environmental 

pennitting for the South Terminal Project so that construction can commence. As the Mayor of 

the City ofNew Bedford, I pledge my unqualified support ofthe Project. 

For many months city and state staff have worked tirelessly to identify and address a great many 

procedural steps so that the Project can be brought online in time to support offshore wind 

energy projects currently in development The Federal government-in particular the EPA and 

its staff-has been an important partner in this effort. We appreciate the diligence with which 

the EPA has approached its work. 

Because of the EPA's efforts, we stand tonight with the finish line clearly in sight. But to reach 

the finish it is still very important that there not be any delays beyond the timetable the EPA has 

already established for its decision-making. The construction timetable is tight, the weather can 

be fickle, and there a thousand variables that can undermine our efforts. By acting swiftly and 

granting approval to proceed into the next phase, the EPA wi ll be giving this Project the very 

best chance ofsuccess- and in doing so, it will help bring to New Bedford a future ofwhich we 

can all be proud: A future with a cleaner harbor, a cleaner environment, and more good jobs for 

the citizens ofour City. 
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